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Dual carrier 
deal could 
save Navy 
$4 billion 

By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has awarded a $14.9 billion 
construction contract for a pair of Gerald 
R. Ford-class aircraft carriers, accord¬ 
ing to a Defense Department contract 
announcement. 

The nuclear-powered CVN 80 and CVN 
81 will be designed and built by Hunting- 
ton Ingalls Industries’ Newport News Ship¬ 
building, according to the announcement 
issued Thursday. Most of the work will be 
done in Newport News, Va., and is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by February 2034. 


I’m thrilled 
the Navy 
has decided 
to pursue a 
block buy 
for aircraft 
carriers.^ 

Sen. Tim Kaine 

D-Virginia 


“significant savings to the government,” 
the Navy said in a statement Thursday. By 
committing to the construction of two car¬ 
riers in a single contract, the service said it 
will pay $4 billion less than originally esti¬ 
mated for procuring the ships individually. 

The announcement comes following 
criticism over mounting costs in procuring 
and deploying the USS Gerald R. Ford, the 
first carrier of its class, which was com¬ 
missioned in 2017 but is still undergoing 
fixes. 

The Navy buys most ships in block-buy 
contracts, but larger vessels are typically 
bought individually because of their higher 
costs. 

That concept could be changing, as 
some Navy officials have considered using 
a similar two-ship tactic to buy the next 
amphibious assault ships, according to the 
USNI News report. 

Navy Secretary Richard Spencer said 
in the service’s statement that the contract 
team achieved the savings by “focusing 
on optimizing construction activities and 


The total price 
of the two ships is 
estimated to reach 
about $24 billion 
once government- 
furnished systems 
such as electro¬ 
magnetic aircraft 
launch systems and 
advanced arrest¬ 
ing gear are added, 
according to a 
USNI News report 
Thursday. 

The contract was 
designed to offer 



Former Vietnamese ‘boat person’ now brigadier general 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy 
e was a penniless, traumatized 
Vietnamese teenager with a fifth- 
grade education when he arrived 
in the U.S. in 1980. He knew how to 
survive in the jungle, to evade checkpoints and 
to control the terror he often felt. 


But he couldn’t speak more than a few words 
of English and had little practice in how to live 
a regular life. 

Yet within seven years after his American 
arrival. Lap The Chau had a new name, a de¬ 
gree from the Virginia Military Institute and a 
career as “an officer in the greatest Army on 
Earth,” as he put it. 

SEE DREAM ON PAGE 2 
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Dream: The possibility in this great nation is boundless’ 



Cotton PuRVEAR/Virginia National Guard 


Lapthe C. Flora is promoted to brigadier general at the National D-Day Memorial on 
June 6, 2016, in Bedford, Va. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Brig. Gen. Lapthe C. Flora, as he’s now 
known, is deputy commander of U.S. Army 
Africa and assistant adjutant general of the 
Virginia National Guard. 

He is thought to be the only Vietnamese 
“boat person” to become a general officer 
in the U.S. military. 

“After what I went through, practically 
death, and then somebody gives you that op¬ 
portunity to live again, I can only say from 
my own perspective that I’m very grate¬ 
ful for what this country has done for me,” 
Flora said in an interview with Stars and 
Stripes. 

Flora, who in civilian life is an engineer 
holding several patents on night-vision gog¬ 
gles, has recounted his unhkely story many 
times. 

“The possibility in this great nation is 
boundless; the American Dream is real, 
only if you dare to pursue it with laser-fo¬ 
cused hard work and perseverance,” Flora 
said in a speech when he was promoted to 
brigadier general more than two years ago. 

He has also showed appreciation for those 
who helped upon his arrival in America. 

“There’s no one who can get to where 
they are on their own. You need help,” he 
said in a 2017 talk at Raleigh Court United 
Methodist Church in Roanoke, Va. 

The church had sponsored him and sev¬ 
eral family members in 1980. 

“We had a house for them. They came 
with nothing,” said Sharon Alexi, a former 
kindergarten teacher active in the church 
who helped settle the 11-member Chau fam¬ 
ily. She helped teach Flora and his brother 
English and how to drive. 

“They caught on very quickly,” she said. 
“It was fun. It was a joy.” 

A couple in the congregation were so 
taken with Flora that they adopted him 
when they were in their 60s and he was ei¬ 
ther 21 or 23; his birthdate is uncertain. 

Postwar exodus 

Flora is among 800,000 people who fled 
Vietnam by sea starting in 1975 in an inter¬ 
national humanitarian crisis that took years 


to resolve. The exodus reached its height in 
1978, when some 5,800 refugees a month 
were landing in Asian countries increasing¬ 
ly unwilling to accept them, and an untold 
number were dying at sea. 

President Jimmy Carter responded by 
ordering U.S. ships to the rescue, then dou¬ 
bled the number of refugees accepted into 
the US., from 7,000 to 14,000 a month de¬ 
spite polls showing a majority of Americans 
disapproved. 

“I benefited greatly from the US.’ deci¬ 
sion to accept me into this country,” Flora 
said. “I’m extremely grateful for the cir¬ 
cumstances that led to my citizenship.” 

Flora declined to imagine what might 
have become of him had the Carter admin¬ 
istration decided not to accept Vietnamese 
refugees. 

In the end, nearly all of his family ar¬ 
rived in the US., including his future wife, 
his mother and a long-lost sister who’d been 
given up for adoption in Vietnam. 

“I don’t like to think about hypothetical 
paths my life could’ve taken,” Flora said. 
“Instead, I focus on the future and my abil¬ 
ity to give back whenever possible and shar¬ 
ing my story to inspire others.” 

That story includes many early hard¬ 


ships and eventual triumphs. When he was 
2, his merchant marine father was killed 
in a mortar attack. Flora said. The death 
plunged the ethnic Chinese family into pov¬ 
erty so severe that his mother gave her in¬ 
fant daughter to another couple. 

Flight to freedom 

At 11, as the Vietnam War raged through¬ 
out the countryside. Flora worked as a live- 
in servant at a factory. That ended on April 
30, 1975, when the North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong captured Saigon, South Vietnam’s 
capital, ending the war and turning all of 
Vietnam into a sociahst, one-party state. 

The new communist government institut¬ 
ed “re-education camps” and other repres¬ 
sive measures against political opponents 
and those who had collaborated with the 
Americans. 

Flora and two brothers fled the fallen 
capital, renamed Ho Chi Minh City, where 
they were at risk for military conscrip¬ 
tion. Hiding in the countryside for three 
years, he said, they survived on crops they 
planted and animals they hunted, includ¬ 
ing lizards and porcupines. 

The brothers were sometimes frightened 


and often hungry, but they were also free. 

“We sang in the middle of the night,” 
Flora said. “It was kind of fun.” 

His escape came after a sister and broth- 
er-in-law in 1979 secured 11 spots for the 
family on a cramped, fetid fishing boat. The 
terrifying voyage lasted five horrible days 
and nights, he said, with little food or water, 
and they were vulnerable to storms, ship¬ 
wreck and pirates. A toddler on board died 
before they landed in Indonesia. 

“We knew there was less than a 50 per¬ 
cent chance of survival,” Flora said. “Des¬ 
peration, destitution will drive people to do 
anything.” 

Much of his family settled in California, 
which, along with Texas, accepted the most 
Vietnamese refugees. But he preferred Ro¬ 
anoke and life with his adoptive family. Jack 
and Audrey Flora. 

He graduated from high school in three 
years while working part time bagging gro¬ 
ceries, and he was accepted to VMI. 

He took to the spartan school, his adop¬ 
tive father’s alma mater, saying it reminded 
him of his early schooling in Vietnam. 

He’s encountered little discrimination 
since coming to the US., he said, and any 
slights are easily ignored. “You feel sorry 
for their narrow-mindedness,” Flora said. 

From the start of his military career, 
Lapthe Flora made an impression. As a 
young lieutenant with the 116th Infantry 
Regiment in 1991, when Capt. Eric Barr 
met him, it was clear it wasn’t just his back- 
story that made him unique. 

“It just jumped out at me that Lapthe was 
one of the most professional, squared-away 
officers,” Barr said. “It was just obvious he 
knew his business.” 

On a 2007 deployment to Kosovo, “when¬ 
ever something really tough came up, 
Lapthe was known as the go-to person,” 
said Barr, now a retired colonel. 

“Where it really stood out, he had so much 
credibility with the Serbs and the Albanians 
because they knew he had hved their lives,” 
Barr said. “He had been through the same 
hell they had been through.” 

montgomery.nancy@strrpes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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Trump taps his former 
doctor for a promotion 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has tapped a se¬ 
nior Navy officer that he consid¬ 
ered last year to be his Veterans 
Affairs secretary for promotion 
to two-star admiral and to be 
his chief medical adviser, even 
though there is still an open Pen¬ 
tagon investigation against him 
into allegations that derailed his 
VA secretary nomination. 

The White House sent Rear 
Adm. Ronny Jackson’s name for 
promotion consideration to the 
Senate on Jan. 15. He was serving 
as the president’s doctor last April 
when Trump nominated him for 
the VA post, and he withdrew 
from consideration after accusa¬ 
tions of mismanagement and mis¬ 
conduct as White House physician 
emerged. 

A spokesman for the Defense 
Department Inspector General’s 
Office, Bruce Anderson, said his 
office’s investigation into Jackson 
is still ongoing. The office, consid¬ 
ered the Pentagon’s top watchdog, 
said in June that it had opened a 


case against Jackson, though it 
would not comment on the scope 
of it. 

A Navy spokesman, Lt. Chris¬ 
tina Sears, said Jackson is still 
assigned to the White House. The 
Navy originally submitted Jack¬ 
son’s name for promotion last year 
before Trump tapped him as VA 
secretary, and the White House 
resubmitted it, she said. The web¬ 
site Task & Purpose first reported 
the resubmission of Jackson’s 
nomination on Friday evening. 

The White House could not be 
reached for comment. 

It isn’t clear whether the Armed 
Services Committee will act on 
Jackson’s new nomination while 
the investigation is still ongoing. 

“We don’t comment on pending 
nominations, ongoing investiga¬ 
tions or, in this case, both,” said 
Chip Unruh, a spokesman for Sen. 
Jack Reed, D-R.I., the ranking 
Democrat on the committee. 

The new nomination thrusts 
back into the limelight a con¬ 
troversy that had started to 
fade from view for the Trump 
administration. 

After Trump nominated Jack- 
son for the VA secretary post last 


April, Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., 
the ranking member of the Veter¬ 
ans’ Affairs Committee, released 
a two-page summary of accusa¬ 
tions against 
^ him that in¬ 

cluded freely 
dispensing 
medication, 
drinking 
on the job 
and creat¬ 
ing a hostile 
workplace. 
Some former 
colleagues 
said he was 
nicknamed 
the “Candy- 
man” be¬ 
cause of how 
he dispensed 
medications. 

The White 

House disputed the most serious 
of those allegations, saying it had 
conducted a thorough investiga¬ 
tion of his past and found no evi¬ 
dence. Brian McKeon, a former 
executive secretary and chief 
of staff of the National Security 
Council in the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, also said in an interview 


Ronny L. 
Jackson 
is one of 
the finest 
men IVe 
ever met. 
Washington 
can be a 
very mean 
piace. ^ 

President ! 

Donald Trump 



Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson 


in April that the allegations did 
not ring true. 

Jackson, who previously served 
as President Barack Obama’s at¬ 
tending physician, denied any 
wrongdoing, and Trump leaped to 
his defense. 

“Ronny L. Jackson is one of the 
finest men I’ve ever met,” Trump 
said last April, adding that “Wash¬ 
ington can be a very mean place.” 

“These were false accusations 
about a great man,” Trump said. 

Trump campaigned against 
Tester in his Senate re-election 
bid in Montana, saying in one rally 
that Tester had “led the Democrat 
mob in the effort to destroy the 
reputation of a great man. Admi¬ 
ral Ronny L. Jackson.” 

Trump added that Jackson did 
not really want the job, but Trump 
asked him to do it anyway. 

“He might not have been quali¬ 
fied,” Trump said. “But here’s 
a doctor at a high level, and 
he’s a man that everybody re¬ 
spected. I saw that. Respect is so 
important.” 

Tester was re-elected to the 
Senate in November. 


Lakenheath fighter jets commemorate D-Day anniversary 


By William Howard 
Stars and Stripes 

RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng¬ 
land — Smoke billowed out as the 
double doors of a 48th Fighter 
Wing hangar slowly slid apart, 
revealing the first of three F-15s 
painted to celebrate the wing’s 
heritage and honor the 75th an¬ 
niversary of D-Day. 

“Every anniversary for D-Day 
is special, but this is the last that 
many veterans of that day may 
be able to attend, so we knew that 
this year was going to be very 
big,” wing commander Col. Will 
Marshall said Thursday. “We 
wanted to look at what we could 
do that was special for this year 
and both tie into the history of the 
48th Fighter Wing in support for 
that day.” 

The new paint job features a 
checkered pattern on the nose, 
black stripes down the wings and 
a Statue of Liberty on each tail. 
The fuselage is also decorated 
with unit insignia and, under one 
of the wings, is the classic nation¬ 
al star symbol, also known as an 
Air Force roundel. 

The 48th Equipment Main¬ 
tenance Squadron corrosion- 
control section came up with 25 
original paint designs and nar¬ 
rowed the final selection down to 
three for the wing commander’s 
approval. 

Then 10 airmen from the sec¬ 
tion spent more than 640 man¬ 
hours and used $15,000 worth of 
paint and supplies for the first 
of the jets, fighter wing officials 
said. 


Two other fighter squad¬ 
rons at RAF Lakenheath will 
also each have one F-15 painted 
and returned to a normal flight 
schedule. 

The heritage design closely 
matches the striking red-and- 
white invasion stripes on P-47 
Thunderbolts flown by the wing 
during World War 11. 

“It was the most historically 
accurate that we could put on the 
F-15,” Marshall said. 

Designated then as the 48th 
Fighter-Bomber Group, the unit 
flew P-47s in Europe during 
WWII, including the invasion of 
Normandy, which began on June 
6,1944, also known as D-Day. Its 
crews flew about 2,000 sorties in 
support of the invasion, dropping 
more than 500 tons of bombs and 
firing 160,000 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion, the wing said. 

“While we stand on the shoul¬ 
ders of giants of the kind of men 
and women who were part of that, 
there are great men and women 
projecting combat air power 
today,” Marshall said. 

As home to the U.S. Air Forc¬ 
es in Europe’s only F-15 fighter 
wing, RAF Lakenheath provides 
a combat airport to support op¬ 
erations in Europe, Africa and 
southeast Asia. 

“This allows us to draw that 
straight line between the events 
of that day to what folks are doing 
here and be motivated when they 
see that airplane,” Marshall said. 

howard.william(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)Howard_Stripes 



Photos by William HowARo/Stars and Stripes 


Top: An F-15E Strike Eagle from the 492nd Fighter Squadron is 
painted in a new World War ll-inspired design to commemorate the 
D-Day 75th Anniversary at RAF Lakenheath, England, on Thursday. 
Above: The jet also has a WWII-inspired design below the cockpit. 


Sailor found 
drunk inside 
home in Japan 

By Caitlin Doornbos 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL 
BASE, Japan — A U.S. ser- 
vicemember was arrested 
Saturday in the home of a 
Japanese couple who found 
him naked after he’d used 
their shower, according to 
local news reports. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Nathaniel Williams, 27, is 
accused of walking through 
the unlocked front door of 
a home in Ebina City while 
intoxicated about 5:10 a.m., 
the Kanagawa Shimbun re¬ 
ported Saturday. 

Williams is assigned to 
the Aircraft Intermediate 
Maintenance Detachment 
at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, 
Navy officials said Saturday 
evening. 

Ebina City neighbors 
Atsugi. 

Williams was discovered 
after a 44-year-old man 
who lives in the home woke 
up to use the bathroom and 
heard water running, the 
Kanagawa Shimbun report 
said. 

The man thought a fam¬ 
ily member was using the 
shower but soon saw Wil¬ 
liams emerge naked from 
the bathroom, according to 
the newspaper. 

The man then woke up his 
wife, who called police, the 
Asahi Shimbun reported. 

Police arrested Williams 
on suspicion of trespassing, 
a Kanagawa prefectural 
police spokesman told Stars 
and Stripes on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Officers detected alcohol 
on Williams’ breath, ac¬ 
cording to the Kanagawa 
Shimbun report. 

The residence is on the 
second floor of an apart¬ 
ment building. There were 
no signs of forced entry, 
so police believe Williams 
entered from an unlocked 
front door, according to the 
newspaper. 

Police planned to send 
the case to the prosecutors 
office Sunday, the police 
spokesman said. 

The Navy is “continuing 
to monitor and cooperate 
with local police regarding 
the alleged illegal residen¬ 
tial break-in,” said Naval 
Air Facility Atsugi Pub¬ 
lic Affairs Officer Sam 
Samuelson. 

“Of course, the Navy 
takes this matter very seri¬ 
ously and will continue to 
cooperate fully with local 
law enforcement as the 
investigation continues,” 
Samuelson said. 

Williams was still in po¬ 
lice custody in Ebina City 
on Saturday evening, Sam¬ 
uelson said. 


doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com, 
i<usumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 
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Marine honored for aiding airman after accident 



Carlos M. Vazquez ll/Stars and Stripes 


Marine Sgt. David Nguyen Lam, right, is awarded the Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal at Camp Foster, Okinawa, on Friday. 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— An Okinawa-based Marine 
sergeant was awarded a Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal on Friday for rendering 
first aid to an Air Force airman 
injured in a New Year’s Eve mo¬ 
torcycle accident. 

Airman 1st Class Chace Woz- 
niak was touring in northern Oki¬ 
nawa that afternoon alongside a 
group of five Toyota Supras — in¬ 
cluding one driven by Sgt. David 
Nguyen Lam — when he collided 
with a pair of roadside barriers 
and a water pipe. His left femur 
and right arm were broken, and 
bones were protruding from his 
body. 

Lam and other Marines in¬ 
volved that day recently told 
Stars and Stripes how they relied 
on their training and basic life¬ 
saving skills to assist the injured 
airman. 

“Being in the military, it gave 
me more confidence in this situa¬ 
tion to know that I could do some¬ 
thing,” Lam said. “Instead of 
being in shock, I was able to give 
a quick reaction.” 

Lam was decorated by Lt. Col. 
Matthew Mulvey, commanding 
officer of the 3rd Transportation 
Support Battalion, during a Fri¬ 


day morning formation at Camp 
Foster. It was unclear whether 
the other Marines involved would 
also be honored. 

“I had an ‘oh, snap’ moment,” 
Lam said when recalling the 
crash. “I put my emergency 
brakes on. I stopped and ran to¬ 
wards [Wozniak].” 

Lam, the first at the accident 
scene, was soon joined by six 
Marines in the four other Supras. 
The group had started at 8 a.m. 


on a farewell ride for one of their 
drivers. 

“We cruised around Okinawa to 
look at the scenery... and stopped 
at certain areas to take pictures 
of our cars,” Lam said. 

Wozniak, assigned to the 353rd 
Special Operations Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron, crossed 
paths with the Supras around 1 
p.m. as their drivers turned back 
toward a missed exit. He compli¬ 
mented the crew on their vehicles 


and asked to join the ride, said 
Cpl. Devon Duran-Wernet. 

Less than 30 minutes later, 
Wozniak maneuvered from the 
rear of the pack to the middle and 
in front of Lam. He took a turn on 
the curvy, two-lane road, struck 
two roadside barriers and hit a 
water pipe, according to the Ma¬ 
rine witnesses. They said Woz¬ 
niak appeared badly injured. 

Duran-Wernet, of the 3rd Law 
Enforcement Battalion, said he 
had a bad feeling something had 
happened before coming around 
the corner. 

“I got a little closer and saw 
Sgt. Lam’s vehicle stopped with 
its hazards on and quickly real¬ 
ized the bike wasn’t in front of 
me anymore,” he said. “I saw the 
bike wedged in between the poles 
and ran to help him.” 

Lam said a Japanese woman 
who lived nearby called an ambu¬ 
lance, and the other vehicles in the 
group turned around to assist. 

When Cpl. Gerardo Lujan, of 
Bravo Company, also of the 3rd 
Law Enforcement Battalion, ar¬ 
rived, he asked the woman for 
scissors to cut Wozniak’s clothes 
to look for injuries. 

“She took me to her house,” 
Lujan said. “I saw a piece of wood, 
too, that I took to use as a possible 
splint.” 

All seven Marines played indi¬ 


vidual roles. Some applied first 
aid to the injuries on Wozniak’s 
arms and legs; others supported 
his head to lessen the possibility 
of injury to the neck and back. 

First Lt. Jose Antonio Diaz Jr., 
motor transport platoon com¬ 
mander assigned to 9th Engineer 
Support Battalion, said the group 
quickly became a team. 

“That’s what gave me so much 
confidence in this situation, being 
with a group of Marines that I 
didn’t know that well before this,” 
he said. “Everybody knew to do 
the right thing.” 

About 2 p.m., an ambulance 
took Wozniak to a helicopter that 
carried him to emergency care. 

He sent the Marines text mes¬ 
sages after the accident, thanking 
them for their response. 

“A mere thank you to the Ma¬ 
rines and responders is invalid,” 
Wozniak said in an email sent 
to Stars and Stripes through a 
353rd Special Operations Group 
spokesperson. 

“The Marines who were there 
that day will forever have an im¬ 
pact on my life,” said Wozniak, 
who is expected to make a full 
recovery. “The scars across my 
body serve as a constant remind¬ 
er that I am able to continue life to 
my new normal, thanks to them.” 

Vazquez.carlosdistripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 


Marine combat engineers 
practice bridge-building 
at Okinawa military port 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

NAHA, Okinawa — Marine 
combat engineers recently prac¬ 
ticed their bridge-building skills 
at Naha Military Port, demon¬ 
strating how to quickly erect a 
span up to 328 feet long in as little 
as a half-hour. 

With few other options avail¬ 
able, the port affords a site for the 
Marines to maintain their readi¬ 
ness and qualify newly assigned 
servicemembers. The 9th Engi¬ 
neer Support Battalion certified 
eight more Marines as bridge op¬ 
erators, for a total 13. 

For three days, Jan. 29-31, the 
Marines maneuvered the bridge- 
erection boat, a small tuglike ves¬ 
sel used to manipulate sections of 
an improved ribbon bridge into 
place. Marines worked day and 
night to build the bridge. 

Combat engineers must be li¬ 
censed to deploy the improved 
ribbon bridge, which can also be 
used as a raft, to cross bodies of 
water, or in Marine parlance, a 
“wet gap obstacle.” The licensing 
process takes roughly two weeks 
and includes classroom instruc¬ 
tion, a written test and demon¬ 
stration of basic and advanced 
maneuvers with the boat. 

“It’s been a great opportunity,” 
said Cpl. Malon Johnson, who 
took the test to be a licensed op¬ 
erator. “I’m getting familiar with 
the boats to be able to use them 


myself, and train other Marines 
on how to use them.” 

When Marine units cannot 
cross water on foot or in vehicles, 
the combat engineers jump into 
action with the improved ribbon 
bridge to get units and supplies 
from the near shore to the far 
shore, Johnson said. 

The bridge is a foldable, alu¬ 
minum system whose individual 
segments, or bays, can be used 
as a raft or connected to span op¬ 
posite shorelines, according to 1st 
Lt. Daniel Asheim, the improved 
ribbon bridge platoon command¬ 
er from 9th Engineer Support 
Battalion. 

Marines during training must 
properly launch the boat; ma¬ 
neuver at high speed, including 
combat stops; and manipulate 
it sideways, also known as crab 
walking. 

Finding a body of water large 
enough for training is difficult, 
Asheim said. Naha Military Port 
is one of the few areas on Okina¬ 
wa where the combat engineers 
can put their skills and training 
into practice. 

“I’ve seen them go from almost 
no knowledge, to practically being 
able to fully crab walk with the 
bay on the water,” he said. “This 
sets the standard and baseline for 
readiness in our platoon making 
sure we have qualified operators 
for this platoon at all times.” 

'vazquez.car'los@strlpes.com 

Twitter: ©StripesCarlos 




Above: Marines 
perform 

maneuvers using 
a bridge erection 
boat at Naha 
Military Port 
during licensing 
operations at 
Naha, Okinawa, 
on Tuesday. 

Left: First Lt. 
Daniel Asheim 
observes as 
Marines perform 
maneuvers. 

Photos by Carlos M. 
Vazquez ll/Stars and 

Stripes 
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Germany misses defense spending deadline 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Germany has missed a deadline 
for reporting to NATO how it will 
increase defense expenditures, 
failing to deliver on a key priority 
for the Trump administration. 

Under pressure from the White 
House, NATO states that don’t 
meet spending guidelines are 
now required to formulate na¬ 
tional plans for boosting their de¬ 
fense budgets. The objective is to 
ensure all alliance members hit 
the NATO benchmark of dedicat¬ 
ing 2 percent of GDP to their re¬ 
spective militaries by 2024. 

Germany’s Defense Ministry 
told Stars and Stripes on Friday 
that the government has not yet 
turned in its plan, which is sup¬ 
posed to detail annual steps to¬ 


ward reaching spending targets. 

Germany is one of just two na¬ 
tions late with the report, which 
was due Dec. 31, the Suedde- 
utsche Zeitung daily reported last 
week. 

NATO on Friday declined to 
comment on which nations haven’t 
yet submitted plans, referring 
questions to national authorities. 
The alliance said national spend¬ 
ing plans of all members would 
be on the agenda when defense 
ministers meet in Brussels later 
this month. 

The idea of national spending 
plans was introduced in 2017 
when then-Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis warned members that 
failure to ramp up spending could 
put US. support for the military 
alliance at risk. On Feb. 13, act¬ 
ing Defense Secretary Patrick 


Shanahan is expected to make his 
first appearance with allies at the 
conference in Brussels. 

Currently, only eight members 
meet NATO’s 2 percent spending 
benchmark. 

Germany’s failure to craft con¬ 
crete annual steps for elevating 
defense spending could increase 
existing tensions with Washing¬ 
ton. President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly singled out Germany 
for spending too little, and at a 
NATO summit in July the presi¬ 
dent also threatened to “go our 
own way” if allies didn’t start in¬ 
vesting more. 

Allied military investment 
— or lack of it — has been the 
biggest focus for Trump when 
it comes to NATO. Although the 
trans-Atlantic alliance has been 
a cornerstone of US., security 


strategy for 70 years. Trump has 
questioned the continuing value 
of the institution. 

Privately, Trump also has re¬ 
peatedly discussed with aides the 
idea of quitting NATO, accord¬ 
ing to a recent New York Times 
report. Last month. Congress 
drafted legislation in an attempt 
to block such a move by the White 
House. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg has sought to high¬ 
light progress by members on 
spending, and during a tour to the 
US. last week he heaped praise 
on Trump for pressuring mem¬ 
bers to spend more. 

“By the end of next year, NATO 
allies will add $100 billion extra 
toward defense,” Stoltenberg said 
during an appearance Sunday on 
Fox News. “So we see some real 


money and some real results. And 
we see that the clear message 
from President Donald Trump is 
having an impact.” 

The increases in defense spend¬ 
ing began even before Trump 
came into office. 

Russia’s 2014 military inter¬ 
vention in Ukraine altered how 
allies view the security situation 
in Europe. That year, members 
agreed to stop spending cuts and 
work to reach NATO’s 2 percent 
mark by 2024. 

Germany, however, has lagged 
behind even though it is Europe’s 
largest economy. 

Under current plans, Berlin is 
expected to spend only 1.5 per¬ 
cent of GDP on defense by 2024. 

Marcus kloeckner contributed to this 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 


Bestselling author speaks to Yokosuka middle schoolers 



Bestselling author Neal Shusterman signs a copy of one of his books 
for a sixth-grader during Shusterman’s visit to Yokosuka Middle 
School on Thursday. 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Students were on the 
edge of their seats Thursday as 
they listened to New York Times 
bestselling author Neal Shuster¬ 
man read from his newest, unre¬ 
leased novel at Yokosuka Middle 
School. 

The southern California native, 
whose works “Thunderhead” 
and “Dry” were among Barnes 
and Nobles’ best books for young 
adults in 2018, has been travel¬ 
ing internationally from school to 
school to meet the fans who helped 
him achieve such accolades. 

The visit, which included an 
assembly attended by all sixth- 
graders along with a more inti¬ 
mate gathering for a select few 
super fans, was Shusterman’s 
first at a Department of Defense 
Education Activity School. It was 
funded by the National Junior 
Honor Society and Yokosuka 
Middle School’s Student Council, 
Library Club and Parent Teacher 
Organization. 

“Dry” — written with his son. 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
People living near the home of US. 
Forces Japan in western Tokyo 
have complained about vibrations 
and lights when Air Force CV-22 
Ospreys fly overhead, according 
to a local newspaper. 

Residents as far as 6 miles from 
Yokota in the cities of Hachioji 
and Akiruno have felt vibra¬ 
tions when the tilt-rotor aircraft 
fly nearby, the Tokyo Shimbun 
reported. Others have observed 
lights shining down from the Os¬ 
preys, which arrived at Yokota 
last fall. 

House walls, doors and win¬ 
dows shake when the aircraft 


Jarrod Shusterman — follows a 
California teen’s perspective dur¬ 
ing a catastrophic drought that 
has turned people into “zombies” 
willing to do anything and every¬ 
thing for water. 

“When I write a story, I don’t 
write down to the kids,” he told 


is overhead, residents told the 
newspaper. 

The Ospreys can hover like 
helicopters or tilt their rotors for¬ 
ward to fly like planes. 

They are allowed to fly in heli¬ 
copter mode outside Yokota’s pe¬ 
rimeter only “when necessary,” 
according to an agreement be¬ 
tween the US. and Japanese gov¬ 
ernments, Yokota spokesman Air 
Force Master Sgt. Michael Davis 
said in an email Friday. 

A 69-year-old woman from Ha¬ 
chioji complained about a “search 
light” shining, the newspaper 
reported. 

People might be confused by 
the aircraft’s landing light, which 
is turned on during approaches 
and is similar to one used by UH- 


Stars and Stripes during the 
event. “I deal with a lot of com¬ 
plex ideas and difficult questions 
hoping that they’re able to rise to 
that, and they always do.” 

Before the assembly, Shuster¬ 
man’s Yokosuka super fans got to 
have lunch with the author and 


1 Huey helicopters at Yokota, 
Davis said. 

“The Osprey aircraft are not 
actively targeting individual’s 
homes, but they may shine on 


ask questions about “Thunder- 
head,” the latest installment in 
his “Scythe” series. The futuristic 
novels are set during a time when 
death by natural causes has been 
eliminated thanks to an advanced 
computer system called Thunder- 
head, which controls society. 

Those students were also treat¬ 
ed to a reading from “The Toll,” 
the next, unreleased novel in the 
series. 

“My favorite thing about these 
sessions with students is when 
a kid comes up to me and says 
something like, T never liked 
reading until I read ‘Unwind,’ or 
‘Scythe’ was the first book I fin¬ 
ished cover to cover, and now I 
can’t stop reading,’ ” Shusterman 
said. 

Shusterman also fielded ques¬ 
tions at the assembly. Students 
asked questions about their favor¬ 
ite characters or what it takes to 
become an author. 

“I’m always pleased to see how 
the kids take my complex ideas, 
think about them and by [the] 
questions they ask ... you can tell 
they understand it,” he said. “Par¬ 
ents come up to me and say, ‘Wow, 


someone’s house briefly when 
they are coming in for a landing 
approach,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


I never knew my kid thought that 
deeply’ It’s kind of neat to be able 
to bring that out with kids.” 

A show of hands at the assembly 
revealed that most of Yokosuka’s 
sixth-graders had read several of 
Shusterman’s novels. 

“To know that these books 
are bringing kids to read, it just 
makes me feel fantastic and helps 
me know I’m doing something 
worth doing,” he said. 

iopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 
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Delaney GoNZALEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


U.S. airmen assigned to the 325th Civil Engineering Squadron remove a damaged structure to make 
room for new facilities to be added at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., which was heavily damaged by 


USAF to 
spend $3B 
on Tyndall 
after storm 

By Ed Offley 

The (Panama City, Fla.) 

News Herald 

PANAMA CITY — The Air 
Force is committed to spend¬ 
ing $3 billion during the next 
five years to rebuild Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Fla., including an 
initial investment of at least $40 
million by the end of 2019, senior 
service officials announced at a 
community forum Thursday. 

Bay County officials said the 
ambitious reconstruction effort 
likely will create between 4,000 
and 5,000 jobs, a m^or economic 
boon to the hard-pressed civilian 
community. 

“We are fully committed to the 
rebuilding of Tyndall Air Force 
Base,” said John Henderson, as¬ 
sistant secretary of the Air Force 
for installations, environment 
and energy. A formal master plan 
for the base’s recovery from Hur¬ 
ricane Michael will be sent to 
Congress this spring to guide the 
Air Force’s funding requests, he 
said. 

Henderson and other Air Force 
officials on Thursday spent sever¬ 
al hours detailing the damage the 
base suffered from the storm and 
their blueprints for transforming 
the 80-year-old base into a state- 
of-the-art military facility that 
will meet the service’s require¬ 
ments well into the next century. 
The first-of-its-kind “Tyndall 
Industry Day” attracted an audi¬ 
ence of almost 500 people to the 
Holley Center at Florida State 
University-Panama City. 

Addressing an array of local 
political leaders and construction 
industry executives in the hall, 
Henderson said: “We cannot do 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

material procurement.” 

“One contract for construc¬ 
tion of the two ships will enable 
the shipbuilder flexibility to best 
employ its skilled workforce to 
design once and build twice for 
unprecedented labor reductions 
while providing stability and op¬ 
portunities for further efficien¬ 
cies within the nuclear industrial 
base,” he said. 

Also included in the contract 
are costs for modifications re¬ 
quired to integrate Mk 38 gun 
systems, F-35C Lightning II 
stealth fighters and MQ-25 Sting¬ 
ray Unmanned Aircraft Systems, 
according to the statement. 

“These modifications increase 
the lethality of the Ford class and 
represent an additional $100 mil¬ 
lion in savings that is in addition 
to the $4 billion, since these new 
capabilities were not included in 
the original single-CVN Navy 
estimate,” the Navy said in the 
statement. 


Humcane Michael last year. 

this without your help. We have 
some immense challenges in 
front of us.” 

Even though federal leaders 
from President Donald Trump to 
Secretary of the Air Force Heath¬ 
er Wilson previously stated their 
support for restoring Tyndall to 
a state-of-the-art air base, the 
forum at FSU-PC left a number 
of local officials breathing a deep 
sigh of relief 

“There’s no doubt of their com¬ 
mitment,” said Bay County Com¬ 
missioner Robert Carroll, who 
also chairs the county’s Long- 
Term Recovery Task Force. 
“We’re getting our opportunity to 
rebuild.” 

Rep. Neal Dunn, R-Fla., con¬ 
firmed to the audience that 
rebuilding Tyndall has strong bi¬ 
partisan support in Congress. 

“The will is there, the votes are 
there in the Senate and the votes 
are there in the House,” he said. 


CVN 80 will replace the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, which has 
been in service since 1977, ac¬ 
cording to the Navy. CVN 81 will 
replace the 1982-commissioned 
USS Carl Vinson. They will be 
the third and fourth members of 
the Ford class of aircraft carri¬ 
ers, behind the Ford and upcom¬ 
ing USS John F. Kennedy. 

Ford-class ships include larger 
flight decks, improved weapons 
and material handling and a new 
propulsion plant design “that re¬ 
quires fewer personnel to operate 
and maintain,” the Navy said in 
November 2009. 

CVN 80 will be the ninth U.S. 
vessel to bear the USS Enterprise 
name. The last Enterprise — fea¬ 
tured in the 1986 blockbuster 
film “Top Gun” — was launched 
in 1960 and decommissioned Feb. 
3, 2017. 

CVN 81’s name has not yet been 
selected. 

The Navy first announced its 
intention to pursue a two-in-one 
contract on Dec. 31, but Congress 


Two officials from the base 
Program Management Office 
— which is directing the massive 
recovery operation — stressed 
that the pace of activity will be 
unprecedented. Noting the Air 
Force intends to station several 
squadrons of the F-35 joint strike 
fighter at Tyndall in four years, 
PMO Director Col. Scott Mat¬ 
thews warned, “To meet that 
deadline of 2023, we cannot do 
business as usual. 

“The days of building a facil¬ 
ity and taking six to eight months 
to fit it out are gone,” Matthews 
added. 

The central message delivered 
to construction industry leaders 
on Thursday was that the Air 
Force plans to rely heavily on ci¬ 
vilian expertise in the planning 
and design of the new infrastruc¬ 
ture, not just in the construction 
area. 

“We are calling it ‘combat plan- 


needed 30 days to review the pro¬ 
posal before it could be awarded. 

In a New Year’s Eve statement. 
Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., called the 
initiative a smart move. 

“I’m thrilled the Navy has de¬ 
cided to pursue a block buy for 
aircraft carriers, something I’ve 
been advocating to save billions 
in taxpayer dollars and offer 
more certainty to the Hampton 
Roads (Va.) defense community,” 
Kaine said in the statement. 

The contract’s anticipated sav¬ 
ings helps keep procurement 
costs below Congress’ imposed 
$12.9 billion-per-carrier price 
cap. 

The USS Gerald R. Ford’s pro¬ 
curement costs drew criticism 
in May when it breached that 
limit by $120 million to fix dam¬ 
aged propulsion components and 
deficient advanced munitions 
elevators. 

A report by the Pentagon di¬ 
rector of operational testing ex¬ 
pressed concern for the Ford’s 
ability to meet its mission. 


ning’ — standard planning, but 
fast,” said Amy Vandeveer, senior 
planner for the PMO. 

The Air Force is pushing to 
complete initial redevelopment 
plans in April in order to meet the 
deadline for issuing construction 
contracts by the beginning of the 
next fiscal year on Sept. 30, she 
said. 

Vandeveer touched on a num¬ 
ber of concepts the Air Force is 
interested in bringing to the re¬ 
covery effort, including a flight 
line designed not just for the F- 
35 but for future aircraft not yet 
even on the drawing board. 

“The life of an F-35 is about 30 
years,” she said. “This base will 
last for 80 years.” 

Other options include building a 
“campus” design for the enlisted 
housing area and stressing multi¬ 
use designs for new buildings and 
aircraft shelters that — in her 
words — “won’t blow away.” 


“Poor or unknown reliability of 
systems critical for flight opera¬ 
tions, including newly designed 
catapults, arresting gear, weapons 
elevators and radar, could affect 
the ability of CVN 78 to generate 
sorties,” according to the report’s 
executive summary posted on the 
Defense Department’s Office of 
the Director, Operational Test 
and Evaluation website. 

The report concluded that the 
Ford would probably not achieve 
the required level of sorties — 
aircraft launched and recovered 
— due to “unrealistic assump¬ 
tions” about factors affecting its 
operations. 

“These assumptions ignore the 
effects of weather, aircraft emer¬ 
gencies, ship maneuvers and 
current air wing composition on 
flight operations,” according to 
the executive summary. 

Fixes to the Ford are scheduled 
to be completed by July, accord¬ 
ing to a Jan. 16 Navy statement. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 


Syria: 

Coalition 

attacked 

position 

By Sarah el Deeb 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT—The Syrian military 
said the U.S.-led coahtion attacked 
one of its artillery positions in the 
country’s east, wounding two sol¬ 
diers and destroying a cannon, ac¬ 
cording to state media reports on 
Sunday. 

The spokesman for the U.S.-led 
coalition. Col. Sean Ryan, said 
their partner forces acted in “self- 
defense” after coming under fire 
from the western side of the Eu¬ 
phrates River. 

U.S.-led coalition forces, with 
their local Kurdish-led partners, 
are battling the remnants of Is¬ 
lamic State on the eastern banks 
of the Euphrates, while govern¬ 
ment troops and allied forces are 
now positioned on the other side 
after dislodging ISIS from there. 

The incident highhghts the 
risks of operating in close proxim¬ 
ity with rival forces in the crowd¬ 
ed area where ISIS militants are 
making their last stand. 

An unnamed Syrian mihtary 
official told state news agency 
SANA that the coalition’s attack 
took place late Saturday on gov¬ 
ernment positions in Sukkariyah, 
west of Boukamal town. 

It was followed by a foiled incur¬ 
sion by ISIS militants, he added, 
accusing the U.S. of aiding the 
militants. Damascus often accuses 
Washington of aiding “terrorists” 
to destabilize the government. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights 
monitoring group said mili¬ 
tants, holed up in a small area 
on the Euphrates’ eastern bank, 
launched an attack against gov¬ 
ernment forces and allied Iran- 
backed troops in an apparent 
attempt to clear an escape route 
westward toward the desert. 

The militants also fired at gov¬ 
ernment troops from their posi¬ 
tion, said the Observatory. 

The Observatory said the ISIS 
attacks lasted for hours and left at 
least 11 mihtants, including three 
suicide bombers, dead. 

Since the US. announced in 
December that it’s withdrawing 
troops from Syria, Syrian govern¬ 
ment troops have beefed up their 
presence on the western banks 
of the Euphrates. The U.S.-led 
coalition and local Kurdish-led 
partners have been batthng ISIS 
militants on the eastern banks of 
the river since September. 

The militants are now holding 
out in two farm areas along the 
river about 1.5 square miles in 
size. Thousands of civilians have 
fled the fighting, but many are 
still believed to be trapped with 
the remaining militants. 


Save: Modifications to gun systems, stealth fighters also in contract 
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American 

By Chris Carola 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, NY. — American 
Legion officials are calling on 
New York lawmakers to request 
the Pentagon exhume the Long 
Island graves of sailors killed in 
a World War II ship explosion in 
an attempt to identify the fallen 
servicemembers. 

The American Legion’s New 
York state organization approved 
a resolution in early January that 
seeks the state Legislature’s and 
New York congressional delega¬ 
tion’s help in persuading the De¬ 
partment of Defense to exhume 
remains buried as unknowns in 
Long Island National Cemetery in 
Farmingdale. 

“You don’t 
leave a former 
comrade be¬ 
hind. To me, 
that’s what 
they did. They 
didn’t identify 
these people 
and get them 
home,” Gary 
Schacher, 
commander 
of the Ameri¬ 
can Legion 
New York De¬ 
partment, told 
The Associ¬ 
ated Press on 
Thursday. 

Four graves 
are known to 
contain the 
remains of 
some of the 
136 sailors 
killed when 
the USS Turn¬ 
er exploded 
and sank near 
the entrance to New York Harbor 
on Jan. 3,1944. The total number 
of sailors buried in each grave 
isn’t known. Each gravestone is 
engraved with the words “Un¬ 
known US. Sailor” and the date of 
the sinking. 

Navy officials said internal ex¬ 
plosions of unknown origin sank 
the destroyer, which had just re¬ 
turned from convoy duty in the 
Atlantic Ocean. An exact cause 
for the explosion was never deter¬ 
mined. About 150 sailors survived 
the blast. 

The Pentagon’s Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency is tasked 
with recovering and identifying 
the nation’s war dead from previ¬ 
ous conflicts. In February 2017, 
DPAA officials told the AP that 
dental records and other docu¬ 
ments that could help identify the 
remains buried in the Long Island 
graves were missing. The agency 
said at that time that officials said 
efforts were being made to find 
those documents. 

It couldn’t immediately be de¬ 
termined from DPAA officials if 
the records were found. 

Schacher, a retired Navy chief 
petty officer, said he had never 
heard of the Turner until a fellow 
legionnaire whose relative died in 
the disaster mentioned it to him 
two years ago. Schacher vowed 
if he became state commander, 
he’d launch an effort to have the 
Turner unknowns exhumed and 
identified. “We take care of our 
shipmates,” he said. 


You don’t 
leave a 
former 
comrade 
behind. To 
me, that’s 
what they 
did. They 
didn’t 
identify 
these 
people and 
get them 
home. ^ 

Gary 

Schacher 

American Legion 
New York 
Department 
commander 


Legion seeks action on WWII unknowns 



Frank Eltman/AP Courtesy of the U.S. Navy/AP 

Left: A gravestone with the inscription “Unknown U.S. Sailor” is located at Long Island National Cemetery in Farmingdale, N.Y. Right: The 
USS Turner is docked on the East River in New York City near the Williamsburg Bridge before it exploded and sank in 1944. 
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NATION _ 

State of Union conies 
amid poiiticai perii 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


President Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union address in 2018. He will 
deliver this year’s rescheduled State of the Union address Tuesday after a wrenching 
government shutdown and with the battle over border wall funding still unresolved. 


By Jonathan Lemire 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Facing clear political 
peril, President Donald Trump will deliver 
his second State of the Union address at a 
moment when his bully pulpit is uncertain 
and his negotiating skills in question after 
a monthlong government shutdown that 
exposed fractures in his party and sent his 
poll numbers tumbling. 

Trump hopes to use his Tuesday speech 
to reset his agenda and begin to gear up for 
his 2020 re-election campaign. But even 


formance is likely to draw 
cheers from one side of 
the deeply divided Congress and stony si¬ 
lence from the other. 

The split between Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans, each side dug in over Trump’s 
long-sought border wall, reinforces ques¬ 
tions about his ability to move both Con¬ 
gress and the electorate. 

All this while Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif, sits just behind him on the top tier 
of the House dais during the address, a 
looming reminder of his shutdown defeat 
and his struggles to adapt to a new, divided 
Washington. 

The speech itself, an annual set piece that 
gives the president a grand stage to speak 
directly to a national audience of millions, 
could prove bittersweet for Trump. While 
the president, ever the showman, will rel¬ 
ish the theatrics of the moment, his prime¬ 
time address to the nation comes a week 
later than originally planned after Pelosi 
forced a postponement while the govern¬ 
ment was closed. 

Trump made his dealmaking abilities 
central to his presidency but he has been 
unable to move emboldened Democrats, 
firm in their resistance to paying for a bor- 


Utah mayor’s widow 
to attend address 

Associated Press 

OGDEN, Utah — The widow of a 
Utah mayor killed while serving in 
Afghanistan will attend President 
Donald Trump’s State of the Union 
address Tuesday night at the US. 
Capitol. 

Jennie Taylor will be in the House 
gallery as a guest of US. Rep. Bob 
Bishop, a Utah Republican whose 
1st Congressional District includes 
North Ogden, of which Brent Taylor 
was mayor. 

The 39-year-old Utah National 
Guard mqjor died in November dur¬ 
ing a deployment while on temporary 
leave as mayor. 


der wall with Mexico. Without it. Trump 
has threatened to declare a national emer¬ 
gency or shutter the government again. Both 
options are opposed by a growing number 
of Republicans, potentially leaving Trump 
weakened with his own party as several po¬ 
litical dark clouds loom. Among them are 
the conclusion of the special counsel’s Rus¬ 
sia investigation and growing talk from the 
left about the possibility of impeachment. 

“Presidents have walked into that cham¬ 
ber in weakened positions before,’’ said 
Jon Meacham, a presidential historian and 
author, invoking Bill Clinton after Repub¬ 
licans swept the 1994 midterm elections. 
“But Trump does not have the usual base of 
support. Legislative Republicans fell in line 
with Trump because they were afraid of 


him and his supporters, and if that support 
is eroding, the end will be quick.’’ 

Trump’s allies, some of whom worry that 
his voice has been diminished, suggest he 
should use the speech to showcase his ad¬ 
ministration’s record as well as repeat his 
call for the wall. 

“He needs to highlight the successes he’s 
had with the economy and trade and with 
conservative justices,” said former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich. “And I think he 
needs to stare Democrats down and chal¬ 
lenge them to defy him on the need for bor¬ 
der security.” 

As the Feb. 15 deadline that could lead 
the government to close again nears, the 
State of the Union provides the president 
with his best chance yet to sell the public 
on the need for the wall. Previous efforts at 
harnessing the power of the office to make 
that case have failed. 

A trip to the border didn’t move the 
needle after Trump himself voiced private 
skepticism that it would work. An Oval Of¬ 
fice address was widely panned, with the 
president himself being his harshest critic, 
complaining to aides that he looked “flat” 
and “lifeless.” Round after round of poll¬ 


ing suggests that Americans do not believe 
a wall is needed and don’t feel it is a fight 
worth shutting down the government over. 

White House aides have kept details of 
the speech under wraps, though Trump 
is expected to paint a picture of a country 
on the comeback while pushing new trade 
deals as well as proposals about drug pric¬ 
ing, health care and public works. 

But there will be stark reminders through¬ 
out the House chamber that Trump’s po¬ 
litical reality has changed, now 21 months 
before he faces voters again. 

Pelosi will be visible in nearly every cam¬ 
era shot beamed to a national broadcast 
audience. Her presence is evidence of the 
newly empowered House Democrats. 

As for the president, he ignored the divi¬ 
sions in Washington as he pledged to use 
his speech to call for Americans to set aside 
their differences. 

“I really think it’s unification, I think 
it’s industry, I think it’s about the people 
you see here,” Trump said Thursday while 
hosting a group of manufacturers at the 
White House. “I really think it’s going to be 
a speech that is going to cover a lot of terri¬ 
tory but part of it is going to be unity.” 


Va. governor digs in, says he wasn’t in racist photo 


By Alan Suderman 

Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s insistence 
that no, on further consideration, 
that’s not him in the racist photo 
that appeared on his 1984 medi¬ 
cal school yearbook page did 
nothing to quell the clamor from 
his own party Sunday for him to 
resign. 

In fact, the Democrat’s stun¬ 
ning about-face might have made 
things worse. 

Northam on Friday apologized 


for appearing in a photograph 
that featured a man in blackface 
and a second person in a Ku Klux 
Klan hood and robe. 

He did not say which costume 
he was wearing, but in a video 
he posted on Twitter, he said he 
could not “undo the harm my be¬ 
havior caused then and today.” 

On Saturday, though, the gov¬ 
ernor reversed course and said 
he wasn’t in the picture after all. 
Northam said he had not seen the 
photo before Friday, since he had 
not bought the yearbook or been 
involved in its preparation 35 


years ago. 

“It has taken time for me to 
make sure that it’s not me, but I 
am convinced, I am convinced 
that I am not in that picture,” he 
told reporters at the Executive 
Mansion in Richmond, calling the 
picture offensive and horrific. 

Northam, who is one year into 
his four-year term, again rejected 
demands that he step down. 

While talking with reporters, 
Northam admitted he once used 
shoe polish to put on blackface 
as part of a Michael Jackson cos¬ 


tume for a 1984 dance contest in 
Texas, when he was in the Army. 
Northam said he regrets that he 
didn’t understand “the harmful 
legacy of an action like that.” 

Both of Virginia’s US. senators, 
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, 
joined the dean of Virginia’s 
congressional delegation. Rep. 
Bobby Scott, in saying in a state¬ 
ment Saturday night that they no 
longer believe Northam can ef¬ 
fectively serve as governor. 

On Sunday, former Virginia 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe told CNN’s 


“State of the Union” that Northam 
— who served as McAuliffe’s lieu¬ 
tenant governor — would eventu¬ 
ally resign. 

“Ralph will do the right thing 
for the Commonwealth of Virgin¬ 
ia,” McAuliffe said. “He’s going 
to do the right thing.” 

If Northam does resign, Lt. 
Gov. Justin Fairfax would be¬ 
come the second black governor 
in the state’s history. In a state¬ 
ment, Fairfax said the state needs 
leaders who can unite people, but 
he stopped short of calling for 
Northam’s departure. 


Trump says release of Russia report is up to attorney general 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said it’s “totally up 
to” his attorney general whether 
the public gets to read special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia 
report. 

Trump was asked on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation” whether he’d 


have a problem with a public re¬ 
lease. He said: “I don’t know. It 
depends. I have no idea what it’s 
going to say.” 

Acting Attorney General Mat¬ 
thew Whitaker said last week 
the probe is “close to being 
completed.” 

Democrats have pressured 


attorney general nominee Wil¬ 
liam Barr to commit to releasing 
the final report in full. Barr has 
said he doesn’t know “what will 
be releasable” or what Mueller’s 
writing. 

Barr has cited Justice Depart¬ 
ment regulations that say Muel¬ 
ler’s report should be confidential. 


They require only that the report 
explain decisions to pursue or de¬ 
cline prosecutions. 

Trump also said he has “not 
thought about” a pardon for 
Roger Stone, a confidant who is 
the sixth Trump aide charged in 
Mueller’s investigation into pos¬ 
sible coordination between Rus¬ 


sia and Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign. 

Stone has pleaded not guilty to 
felony charges of witness tam¬ 
pering, obstruction and false 
statements. 

Trump called Stone “a charac¬ 
ter” and said “it looks like he’s de¬ 
fending himself very well.” 
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Strong storm floods highways in Southern Calif. 



John Antczak/AP 


Water races down the swollen Los Angeles River near downtown Los 
Angeles on Saturday as a powerful storm drenched California. 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The second 
in a string of powerful storms 
battered California on Satur¬ 
day, shutting key highways after 
water and mud rushed into lanes 
from bare hillsides in wildfire 
burn areas where thousands of 
residents were under evacuation 
orders. 

Flash flood warnings were is¬ 
sued for huge swaths of Southern 
California, and forecasters said 
the system brought more than 4 
inches of rain at lower elevations 
and several feet of snow in the 
mountains, where whiteout con¬ 
ditions closed roads. 

A wind gust in Santa Barbara 
County topped 80 mph as the 
storm moved south and at one 
point dropped more than a half¬ 
inch of rain in five minutes. Trees 
and power lines were down across 
the region. 

In Malibu, where the Woolsey 
fire last year destroyed homes 
and burned hillsides bare, offi¬ 
cials closed Pacific Coast High¬ 
way and many other roadways 
after mud carried trees and 
rocks into lanes. Residents whose 
homes survived the flames barri¬ 


caded their properties with sand¬ 
bags to protect their properties 
from floodwaters. 

Carol Cavella was evacuated 
during the November fire and 
again Saturday when the creek 
behind her house threatened 
to overflow and inundate her 
backyard. 

The 86-year-old put her cat in 


the car and drove to a coffee shop 
on higher ground, her son-in-law, 
Warren Bowman, said. 

“She does not scare easily, but 
she got a little scared watching 
that water rise,” Bowman said. 

He was trying to persuade her 
to come to his house in Los Ange¬ 
les but she said she’d rather wait 
to see if the waters recede and 


she can return home. 

The California Department 
of Transportation said Saturday 
night in a tweet that both the 
northbound and southbound lanes 
of U.S. 101, a vital route between 
Los Angeles and points north and 
west, were reopened. 

Elsewhere in the county, evac¬ 
uations were ordered or recom¬ 
mended for neighborhoods near 
the Thomas, Whittier and Sherpa 
fire scars. 

“This is a dangerous situation,” 
the National Weather Service 
said, warning that the high rates 
of rain could send boulders sluic¬ 
ing down denuded hillsides along 
with the mud and debris. 

It has been a little over a year 
since a downpour on the huge 
Thomas Fire burn scar unleashed 
a massive debris flow that de¬ 
stroyed or damaged hundreds of 
homes in the seaside community 
of Montecito. The disaster killed 
21 people, and two others have 
never been found. 

Multiple accidents were report¬ 
ed on slick highways, including a 
crash on Interstate 5 that killed a 
volunteer member of a sheriff’s 
search and rescue team and in¬ 
jured several others. 


The team from Ventura County 
was on its way to a training ex¬ 
ercise when members stopped to 
help at the scene of a single-ve¬ 
hicle rollover crash. 

A minivan carrying a fam¬ 
ily was traveling too fast for the 
wet conditions, lost control and 
plowed into members of the team, 
Los Angeles County fire Capt. 
Tony Imbrenda said. Nine people 
were transported to hospitals, 
including three members of the 
team. 

The victim, Jeff Dye, was a vol¬ 
unteer with the Fillmore Moun¬ 
tain Search and Rescue Team, 
the sheriff’s department said. 

The National Park Service 
warned visitors to Yosemite Na¬ 
tional Park of possible road clo¬ 
sures and advised drivers to bring 
tire chains in the event of snow or 
icy conditions. 

Winter storm warnings were 
in place for the Sierra Nevada 
along with avalanche warnings 
on the Nevada side of the range. 
The Sierra is already loaded with 
snow from a series of storms in 
January. 

The weather service said areas 
could see accumulations of up to 
10 feet over the next few days. 


Firm sues over 
hemp product 
state says is pot 


Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho — A company has filed a lawsuit 
against Idaho State Police and Ada County after 
authorities seized nearly 7,000 pounds of cannabis 
from a truck headed to Colorado, the Idaho States¬ 
man reported. 

Authorities who stopped the truck said it was 
filled with marijuana, but Big Sky Scientific LLC, 
which was shipping the product to Colorado, said in 
the lawsuit that it’s industrial hemp, which is now 
legal under the recently passed U.S. Farm Bill. 

Hemp is a nonpsychoactive cousin of marijuana. 
Both hemp and marijuana are cannabis plants. 

Big Sky wants its product returned and wants an 
admission of wrongdoing from the Idaho authori¬ 
ties, according to the Idaho Statesman. 

The truck’s driver, Dennis Palamarchuk, 36, of 
Portland, Ore., was arrested and charged with a 
felony. 

The truck was stopped Jan. 24 as part of a rou¬ 
tine, random commercial vehicle safety inspection 
between Boise and Mountain Home, ISP spokes¬ 
man Tim Marsano said. The driver’s bill of lading 

— a document that details the cargo in the shipment 

— said the trailer was carrying 31 bags of hemp. 



Idaho State Police/AP 


Idaho State Police believe the leafy, green 
substance they found in a truck at the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, Boise Port of 
Entry in Boise, Idaho, is marijuana. 

Hemp and marijuana plants look and smell simi¬ 
lar, but hemp plants typically contain less than 0.3 
percent of THC — the psychoactive chemical in 
marijuana — while marijuana plants generally con¬ 
tain anywhere from 15 to 40 percent THC. 

The plants also have different uses. Hemp can be 
used to produce a variety of products including food, 
industrial oil, paper, flour and clothing. 

Marijuana plants are often grown for their THC 
content, and are legal in Oregon, Washington, Colo¬ 
rado, California and several other states but are il¬ 
legal in Idaho. 

Marsano said transporting anything containing 
THC is a chargeable offense in Idaho. 


Chicago crime numbers 
drop sharply in January 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Chicago saw half 
as many homicides in January 
compared with the same month 
last year, marking a dramatic 
drop in the city’s homicide level 
that hasn’t been recorded for a 
January in nearly a decade, po¬ 
lice said Friday. 

The Chicago Police Depart¬ 
ment said last month ended with 
20 homicides, the lowest Janu¬ 
ary total in nine years, while the 
number of shooting incidents, 
100, was the lowest for January 
in five years. The drops are part 
of a trend that began after 2016, 
when the number of homicides in 
Chicago spiked to more than 770 

— the city’s highest in 19 years 

— and put Chicago’s gun violence 
in the national spotlight. 

The numbers were released 
a day after a federal judge ap¬ 
proved a far-reaching plan for 
court-supervised reforms of the 
police force. 

Department spokesman Antho¬ 
ny Guglielmi said several factors 


have contributed to the falling 
crime numbers. He said the two 
key elements have been the hiring 
of more officers and the expan¬ 
sion of high-tech crime fighting 
tools, such as gunshot detection 
technology that quickly tells offi¬ 
cers where a gun has been fired. 

“Those are the two main pil¬ 
lars,” Guglielmi said. 

The department put nearly 200 
new officers on the street in Janu¬ 
ary, adding to almost 1,000 new 
officers that have been added in 
the last two years. 

January also marked an event¬ 
ful month for the department for 
less flattering reasons. A judge 
handed down a nearly seven-year 
prison sentence for Jason Van 
Dyke, the white Chicago police of¬ 
ficer convicted of killing Laquan 
McDonald, a black teenager who 
was shot 16 times while armed 
with a small knife in 2014. 

Van Dyke was sentenced a day 
after a different judge acquitted 
three other Chicago police of¬ 
ficers accused of lying about the 
shooting to protect Van Dyke. 
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Documents: Witnesses claim 
El Chapo had sex with minors 


By Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Newly un¬ 
sealed documents about notorious 
Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman contain claims 
by witnesses that he had sex with 
minors he called “vitamins,” a 
disturbing allegation coming just 
as a jury is about to start deliber¬ 
ating in his U.S. drug-trafficking 
case. 

According to papers made pub¬ 
lic late Friday, a key government 
cooperator told authorities Guz¬ 
man had him drug girls as young 
as 13 before Guzman had sex 
with them at one of his Mexican 
hideouts in the late 2000s. 

On Saturday, one of Guzman’s 
lawyers called the accusations 
“extremely salacious” and ques¬ 
tioned the timing of the govern¬ 
ment filing. 

Guzman “denies the allegations. 


which lack any corroboration 
and were deemed too prejudicial 
and unreliable to be admitted at 
trial,” attorney Eduardo Balarezo 
said in a statement. 

“It is unfortunate that the 
material was publicly released 
just prior to the jury beginning 
deliberations.” 

The jury is set to begin delib¬ 
erations Monday after a nearly 
three-month trial on charges that, 
as the head of the Sinaloa cartel 
Guzman oversaw a drug-smug¬ 
gling empire that flooded the U.S. 
market with at least 200 tons of 
cocaine and made $14 billion off 
of it. The defense said cooperat¬ 
ing witnesses have made Guzman 
a scapegoat for their own crimes. 

The unsealing of the documents 
came at the request of The New 
York Times and Vice News. U.S. 
District Judge Brian Cogan had 
ordered prosecutors to review 
the material — originally sealed 


because it was deemed unrelated 
to the drug charges — and make 
portions of it public within four 
days after the government rested 
its case against Guzman. 

One document said Colombian 
drug trafficker Alex Cifuentes, 
while living with Guzman around 
2007, told investigators someone 
known as Comadre Maria would 
offer photos of young girls to 
Guzman. For $5,000, the one of 
Guzman’s choice would be sent to 
a secluded Sinaloa ranch, Cifuen¬ 
tes said, according to the papers. 

Guzman directed Cifuentes to 
put a “powdery substance” into 
the girls’ drinks before sex, said 
Cifuentes. Guzman “called the 
youngest of the girls his ‘vita¬ 
mins’ because he believed that 
sexual activity with young girls 
gave him ‘life,’” he added. 

Cifuentes also admitted hav¬ 
ing sex with minors but without 
drugging them. The document 



Eduardo Verdugo/AP 


Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman is escorted to a helicopter in Mexico 
City in 2014. Newly unsealed documents in the U.S. case against 
the Mexican drug lord say witnesses described him having sex with 
minors. 


said other cooperating witnesses 
have backed up the claims about 
Guzman’s interactions with un¬ 
derage girls. 

The cooperator told the govern¬ 
ment that he saw Guzman “con¬ 
sulting with a witch doctor from 
whom he obtained snake oils,” 
the papers said. 

The documents also describe 


an interview with Guzman con¬ 
ducted by a Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent in 1998 at 
a Mexican prison where Guzman 
escaped two years later. They 
said he allegedly asked if he could 
avoid extradition to the United 
States if he provided information 
to the DEA about the drug-run¬ 
ning operations of rival cartels. 



Daviess County Chief Deputy Clerk Richard House, right, and deputy 
clerks Tonya Payne, center, and Kelli Shively review votes during a 
recount of Kentucky House district 13 on Saturday in Owensboro, Ky. 


Group sues Texas over 
voter citizenship review 


Recount 
in Ky. race 
ends in tie 

By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

OWENSBORO, Ky.—A recount 
in a Kentucky state House race 
originally won by a Democrat by 
a single vote has ended in a tie 
after the local board of elections 
decided to open and count five ab¬ 
sentee ballots that had previously 
been rejected. It’s unclear what 
comes next. 

Democrat Jim Glenn defeated 
former Republican state Rep. DJ 
Johnson on Election Day by a 
one-vote margin. Kentucky does 
not have automatic recounts, and 
the Kentucky State Board of Elec¬ 
tions certified Glenn as the win¬ 
ner. He was sworn in on Jan. 5 and 
has an office and been assigned to 
committees. 

But the Republican-controlled 
state legislature ordered a recount 
at Johnson’s request, relying on a 
state law that allows candidates in 
legislative races to contest elec¬ 
tion results. 

Saturday, the Daviess County 
Clerk’s Office recounted more 
than 12,000 ballots by hand. Glenn 
emerged from that process ahead 
by three votes. But after a person¬ 
al appeal from Johnson, the Da¬ 
viess County Board of Elections 
— which consists of two Republi¬ 
cans and two Democrats — voted 
to give Johnson one of those votes 
back, putting him down by two. 

The board then reviewed 17 ab¬ 
sentee ballots that they had unan¬ 
imously rejected on Election Day. 
This time, the board decided five 
of those ballots were legal, and 
opened them. Johnson received 
three of them, Glenn received one 


and one ballot was blank. That 
made the final results a tie, with 
each candidate receiving 6,323 
votes. 

The next step is for the Daviess 
County Clerk’s Office to send a 
report to the Election Contest 
Board, a legislative panel of six 
Republicans and three Democrats 
which must decide what to do next 
and eventually give a report to the 
House of Representatives, which 
has the ultimate say in the matter. 
A state law indicates the board 
must choose the winner by draw¬ 
ing lots. 

But Anna Whites, Glenn’s attor¬ 
ney, noted Glenn has already been 
sworn in and seated as a state leg¬ 
islator, and the only way he can 
be removed is impeachment. She 
said Glenn would file a lawsuit 
over any attempt to remove him 
from office. 

Glenn did not attend Saturday’s 
recount. Reached by phone, he in¬ 
dicated he did not accept the re¬ 
sults as legitimate. 

“I won. I’ll say it again,” he said. 


“Normally, you don’t count invalid 
ballots.” 

Johnson, who attended the re¬ 
count with his lawyers, said the 
results show the recount was 
worth doing. 

“Regardless of the outcome. 
I’ve always wanted to make sure 
the votes that should be counted 
have been counted. And that’s 
what we did today,” Johnson said. 

The recount cost about $10,200, 
but Johnson has agreed to pay for 
it regardless of the outcome. 

Election recounts are rare, and 
it’s even rarer for a recount to 
change the outcome of an elec¬ 
tion. But of the at least 80 re¬ 
counts nationwide following the 
2018 elections, a total of 382 votes 
changed, according to research 
by Johnson’s legal team. 

Of those 80 recounts, five were 
decided by one-vote margins, and 
two of those recounts resulted in 
ties. In Fairmont, W.Va., officials 
chose the winner of a city council 
seat by flipping buttons in a cof¬ 
fee can. 


By James Barracan 
The Dallas Morning News 

AUSTIN, Texas—A civil rights 
group has sued the state of Texas 
for advising counties to review the 
citizenship of tens of thousands of 
eligible voters in the state with 
flawed data, claiming that it vio¬ 
lates the voting rights of U.S. citi¬ 
zens and legally registered Texas 
voters who are foreign-born. 

The lawsuit filed by the Mexi¬ 
can American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund alleges that the 
state has “singled out for inves¬ 
tigation and removal” the names 
of U.S. citizens who are regis¬ 
tered voters because they were 
born outside the United States. 
It asks for an injunction to pre¬ 
vent recently naturalized citizens 
from being investigated and a 
rescission of the state’s advisory 
to comb through a list of 58,000 
people state officials said had po¬ 
tentially voted while not citizens. 

The complaint, filed Friday 
night in Corpus Christi, names 
Texas Secretary of State David 
Whitley, Attorney General Ken 
Paxton and Gov. Greg Abbott 
as defendants. It also includes 
Galveston County Tax Assessor 
Collector Cheryl Johnson, who is 
that county’s voter registrar. The 
lawsuit alleges that Johnson sent 
letters to more than 830 people 
questioning their citizenship. 

Officials in the offices of the 
governor, attorney general and 
secretary of state did not respond 
to requests for comment. 

The complaint lists multiple in¬ 
dividual plaintiffs, including three 
voting rights advocacy groups. 
Some plaintiffs are from Harris 
County, where the state mistak¬ 


enly placed about 18,000 people 
on the list for investigation. 

“Texas continues to distinguish 
itself through its aggressive ef¬ 
forts to target legitimate voters 
and to deter or suppress their 
participation,” Thomas A. Saenz, 
MALDEF president and general 
counsel, said in a written state¬ 
ment. “Targeting naturalized 
citizens is particularly perverse 
given the high level of participa¬ 
tion in voting and civic engage¬ 
ment among those who chose to 
become United States citizens.” 

On Jan. 25, Whitley’s office 
sent an advisory to all the coun¬ 
ties in the state saying that about 
95,000 people who received 
driver’s licenses — while legally 
in the country but not U.S. citi¬ 
zens — also appeared on Texas 
voter rolls. Whitley’s office asked 
Texas counties to investigate the 
58,000 people included in that list 
that also appeared to have voted 
in one or more elections between 
1996 and 2018. 

Critics quickly pointed out that 
the state data didn’t appear to ac¬ 
count for people who had become 
naturalized citizens after getting 
or renewing their driver’s li¬ 
censes with green cards or visas. 
Immigrants are required to show 
proof that they’re in the U.S. le¬ 
gally to obtain a Texas driver’s li¬ 
cense or state ID card, but they’re 
not mandated to update their citi¬ 
zenship status. 

By Wednesday, at least 20,000 
people had been taken off the 
state’s list after officials told coun¬ 
ties they had been placed there 
in error and had already proven 
their citizenship. 
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Reuniting 

migrant 

families 

unlikely 

By Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The Trump ad¬ 
ministration says it would require 
extraordinary effort to reunite 
what may be thousands of migrant 
children who have been separated 
from their parents and that even if 
it could, the children would likely 
be emotionally harmed. 

Jonathan White, who leads 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ efforts to re¬ 
unite migrant children with their 
parents, said removing children 
from “sponsor” homes to rejoin 
their parents “would present 
grave child welfare concerns.” He 
said the government should focus 
on reuniting children currently in 
its custody, not those who have al¬ 
ready been released to sponsors. 

“It would destabilize the perma¬ 
nency of their existing home envi¬ 
ronment, and could be traumatic 
to the children,” White said in a 
court filing late Friday, citing his 
years of experience working with 
unaccompanied migrant children 
and his background as a social 
worker. 

The administration outhned 
its position in a court-ordered re¬ 
sponse to a government watchdog 
report last month that found many 
more migrant children may have 
been split from their families than 
previously reported. The govern¬ 
ment didn’t adequately track sep¬ 
arated children before a federal 
judge in San Diego ruled in June 
that children in its custody must 
be reunited with their parents. 

It is unknown how many fami- 
hes were split under a long-stand¬ 
ing policy that allows separation 
under certain circumstances, 
such as serious criminal charges 
against a parent or concerns over 
the health and welfare of a child. 

Ann Maxwell, Health and 
Human Services’ assistant in¬ 
spector general for evaluations, 
said last month that the number of 
separated children was certainly 
larger than the 2,737 listed by the 
government in court documents. 
The department’s inspector gen¬ 
eral report didn’t have a precise 
count. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union, which wants US. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Dana Sabraw’s order 
to apply to children who were 
released to sponsors before his 
June 26 ruling, criticized the gov¬ 
ernment’s position. A hearing is 
scheduled for Feb. 21. 

“The Trump administration’s 
response is a shocking concession 
that it can’t easily find thousands 
of children it ripped from parents 
and doesn’t even think it’s worth 
the time to locate each of them,” 
said Lee Gelernt, the lead ACLU 
attorney. 


ICE confirms 
detainees on 
hnnger strike 
are force-fed 



Pat Vasquez-Cunningham, The Albuquerque (N.M.) Journal/AP 


Investigators search for human remains at a site in Albuquerque, N.M., on Feb. 25, 2009. The deaths 
of nine women, two teenage girls and an unborn child whose remains were found at the site are 
unsolved. 

NM ceremony marks ‘horrible’ 
discovery of bodies atop mesa 



Adolphe Pierre-Louis, the Albuquerque (N.M.) Journal/AP 


A memorial for victim Victoria Chavez was erected on Feb. 23, 
2009, near the area where the bodies were discovered. 


By Mary Hudetz 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The 
notes are written on paper tags, 
tributes to the nine women, two 
teenage girls and an unborn child 
found buried 10 years ago atop a 
New Mexico mesa. 

One bears a stick-figure angel 
and a message from a woman who 
says the victims watch over her. 
Another expresses hope that au¬ 
thorities will find the killer. 

The authors, advocates say, are 
women who spend their days in the 
district with a history of drugs and 
sex trafficking that many of the 
victims were known to frequent. 

The bodies were discovered a 
decade ago this weekend, kicking 
off an investigation into the largest 
crime scene in Albuquerque’s his¬ 
tory. The cases remain unsolved. 

All but one of the victims had 
fallen into prostitution and strug¬ 
gled with drug abuse, according to 
police. 

“It’s really a sad and horrible 
anniversary,” said Christine Bar¬ 
ber, executive director of Street 
Safe New Mexico, a nonprofit that 
seeks to boost safety for women 
who live and work on Albuquer¬ 
que streets. “Here is that mark 
of 10 years. Looking back, what 
has changed for women on the 
streets?” 

Her organization recently gath¬ 
ered the notes from the women it 
meets with weekly, and volunteers 
tied them to fencing near the for¬ 
mer crime scene Saturday to mark 
the anniversary. 

Known as the West Mesa kill¬ 
ings, the victims’ deaths have 
resulted in no arrests despite the 
massive homicide investigation 
pohce launched after discovering 
the makeshift graves. 

Pohce said a woman walking 
her dog reported finding what ap¬ 
peared to be a femur on the mesa. 
That discovery of a single bone led 
to a monthslong dig, as police used 
DNA and dental records to iden¬ 
tify the women and girls. 

Many of the victims’ famihes re¬ 


ported them missing years earlier. 
Ida Lopez, an Albuquerque police 
detective, also noticed sex work¬ 
ers vanishing. She compiled a list 
of the missing — not all of whom 
have been found, raising concern 
there might be more victims. 

For homicide investigators, the 
case posed challenges from the 
start, said Dirk Gibson, a commu¬ 
nications and journalism professor 
at the University of New Mexico 
who has authored numerous 
books on serial kilhngs. Years had 
passed from the time the women 
and girls disappeared, likely limit¬ 
ing available evidence. 

“You can’t have a colder cold 
case,” Gibson said. “In this case, 
there was almost nothing but 
bones.” 

Gilbert Gallegos, an Albuquer¬ 
que pohce spokesman, said de¬ 
tectives receive hundreds of tips 
in the case each year and they 
continue to foUow different leads 
while retesting evidence as DNA 
and other investigative technology 
advances. 

Police haven’t ruled out that 
there might be more victims, and 
detectives still have multiple sus¬ 
pects, Gallegos said. 

Since 2009, families of some 
victims have stressed publicly that 


the women and girls were loved. 
Several women had children now 
being raised by relatives. 

“They didn’t deserve what they 
got. It’s awful what happened to 
them,” Myra Salazar, the mother 
of victim Evelyn Salazar, 27, said 
in a statement. “They all had fami¬ 
lies that care for them.” 

She released her statement 
through Young Women United, 
a nonprofit where she helps with 
programs geared toward assisting 
women in need. 

Evelyn Salazar disappeared in 
the spring of 2004 with her cousin 
Jamie Barela, 15, after police said 
they went to a park together. 

Barela is the only victim who 
police say wasn’t known to have 
been subjected to sex trafficking. 

Syllania Edwards, also 15, was 
the only one not from New Mex¬ 
ico. She was from Lawton, Okla., 
and was reportedly last seen in 
Denver, police said. 

The victims were remembered 
Saturday at a brief memorial ser¬ 
vice organized by Street Safe New 
Mexico next to a place where city 
officials in June broke ground on 
a memorial park. For now, the 
hand-written tributes to the vic¬ 
tims hang from the fencing that 
lines the park. 


By Amy B. Wang 
The Washington Post 

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials have con¬ 
firmed they are force-feeding nine 
detainees who initiated a hunger 
strike at an El Paso, Texas, deten¬ 
tion center. 

Ten detainees at the facility 
are under a self-imposed hunger 
strike, ICE spokeswoman Dani¬ 
elle Bennett said in an email 
Saturday. 

Of the 10, nine are from India 
and one is from Nicaragua, Ben¬ 
nett said. Nine of them missed 
nine consecutive meals, trigger¬ 
ing ICE’S hunger-strike protocols 
— medical evaluations and health 
monitoring. 

At various points in mid-Janu¬ 
ary, a federal judge ordered the 
nine to be fed and hydrated with¬ 
out consent, according to ICE. 

ICE’S update comes on the 
heels of a report by The Associ¬ 
ated Press, which first revealed 
on Wednesday that six detainees 
were being force-fed at the El 
Paso facility. They are on a hunger 
strike to protest “rampant verbal 
abuse and threats of deportation 
from guards.” The AP report trig¬ 
gered outrage from lawmakers 
and human rights groups who de¬ 
cried the practice as “cruel, inhu¬ 
man and degrading.” 

One detainee on a hunger strike 
detailed to the wire service the 
excruciating experience of guards 
dragging him from his cell and 
constraining him to force-feed 
him through a nasal tube. 

“They tie us on the force-feed¬ 
ing bed, and then they put a lot 
of liquid into the tubes, and the 
pressure is immense so we end 
up vomiting it out,” the detainee, 
identified only by his surname, 
Singh, told the AP. “We can’t talk 
properly and we can’t breathe 
properly. The pipe is not an easy 
process, but they try to push it 
down our noses and throats.” 

Rep. Veronica Escobar, D- 
Texas, whose district includes the 
El Paso Processing Center, said 
she was “deeply alarmed” by re¬ 
ports that detainees were being 
force-fed and immediately re¬ 
quested a visit. 

On Thursday, she said she was 
able to meet six detainees being 
force-fed — at the time, the only 
ones being force-fed — before that 
number increased to nine a day 
later. ICE has not identified the 
detainees being force-fed beyond 
their countries of origin. Escobar 
said most of the detainees she met 
had been in custody for 15 to 18 
months. 

ICE has said it “fully respects 
the rights of all people to voice 
their opinion without interfer¬ 
ence” and that agency health 
officials have explained to the de¬ 
tainees the negative health effects 
of going on a hunger strike. 

“ICE does not retaliate in any 
way against hunger strikers,” the 
agency said in a statement. “For 
their health and safety, ICE close¬ 
ly monitors the food and water in¬ 
take of those detainees identified 
as being on a hunger strike.” 
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Pope appeals for Yemen 
relief as he heads to UAE 



Rodrigo Abd/AP 


Anti-government protesters block a highway in Caracas, Venezuela, 
on Saturday after a peaceful protest called by self-declared interim 
president Juan Guaido to demand the resignation of President 
Nicolas Maduro. 

Venezuelan opposition 
leader urges military 
defections amid protests 



Tony Gentile/AP 


Pope Francis speaks to reporters aboard a plane from Rome to Abu 
Dhabi on Sunday. Francis called for an end to the humanitarian crisis 
in Yemen as he left on the first papai trip to the Arabian Peninsula. 


By Manuel Rueda 
AND Fabiola Sanchez 
Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Ven¬ 
ezuela’s opposition leader called 
on more members of the military 
to abandon the country’s socialist 
government following the defec¬ 
tion of a high-ranking general, 
while President Nicolas Maduro 
proposed holding early National 
Assembly elections that could po¬ 
tentially oust his challenger. 

Maduro’s call for early legisla¬ 
tive voting is likely to intensify 
his standoff with rival Juan Guai¬ 
do, who heads the opposition-con- 
trolled National Assembly and is 
demanding a new presidential 
election. Guaido declared himself 
Venezuela’s legitimate ruler Jan. 
23, and has the support of Wash¬ 
ington and most South American 
nations. 

Guaido called on “blocks” of the 
military to defect from Maduro’s 
administration and “get on the 
side of the Venezuelan people.” 

Maduro also dug in his heels, 
insisting he was the only presi¬ 
dent of Venezuela and describ¬ 
ing Saturday’s anti-government 
protests as part of a U.S.-led coup 
attempt. 

The socialist leader also had 
words for the administration of 


President Donald Trump, which 
recently imposed sanctions on 
Venezuelan oil exports in an ef¬ 
fort to undermine Maduro’s main 
source of income and weaken his 
grip on power. 

“Do you think you are the em¬ 
peror of the world?” he asked 
Trump. “Do you think Venezuela 
is going to give up and obey your 
orders? We will not surrender.” 

Earlier Saturday, a Venezu¬ 
elan air force general defected 
from Maduro’s administration 
and called on his compatriots to 
participate in protests against the 
socialist leader’s rule. 

Gen. Francisco Yanez is the 
first high-ranking officer to leave 
Maduro’s government since 
Jan. 23, when Guaido declared 
himself the country’s legitimate 
leader by invoking two articles of 
the Venezuelan constitution that 
he argues give him the right to 
assume presidential powers. He 
considers Maduro’s election win 
fraudulent. 

In a YouTube video, Yanez de¬ 
scribed Maduro as a dictator and 
referred to Guaido as his presi¬ 
dent. He didn’t say where he was. 

Yanez said in his video that 
“90 percent of the military” is 
against Maduro, but it is unclear 
how many will actively support 
the opposition. 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran¬ 
cis made an urgent appeal for an 
end to the humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen on Sunday as he embarked 
on the first-ever papal trip to the 
Arabian Peninsula, where he is 
seeking to turn a page in Chris- 
tian-Muslim relations while also 
ministering to a unique, thriving 
island of Catholicism. 

Francis called for the urgent 
observation of a limited cease¬ 
fire reached in December and 
for food and medicine to get to 
Yemen’s people, who are suffer¬ 
ing the world’s worst humanitar¬ 
ian crisis. 

He made the appeal at the Vati¬ 
can before boarding a plane to the 
United Arab Emirates, which has 
been Saudi Arabia’s main ally in 
its war in Yemen — a way to avoid 
embarrassing his hosts with a 
public call while in the region. 

“The people are exhausted 
by the long conflict and many 
children are hungry, but hu¬ 
manitarian aid isn’t accessible,” 
Francis said in his noontime Sun¬ 
day blessing. “The cries of these 
children and their parents rise 
up” to God. 

Francis is traveling to Abu 
Dhabi to participate in a confer¬ 
ence on interreligious dialogue 
sponsored by the Emirates-based 
Muslim Council of Elders, an ini¬ 
tiative that seeks to counter reli¬ 
gious fanaticism by promoting a 
moderate brand of Islam. It’s the 
brainchild of Sheikh Ahmed el- 
Tayeb, the grand imam of Egypt’s 
Al-Azhar, the revered 1,000-year- 
old seat of Sunni Islam that trains 
clerics and scholars from around 
the world. 

In a video message to the Emir¬ 
ates on the eve of his trip, Fran¬ 
cis paid homage to his “friend 
and dear brother” el-Tayeb and 
praised his courage in calling 
the meeting to assert that “God 
unites and doesn’t divide.” 

“I am pleased with this meet¬ 
ing offered by the Lord to write, 
on your dear land, a new page in 
the history of relations among re¬ 
ligions and confirm that we are 


brothers despite our differences,” 
Francis said. 

In a statement Saturday, Al- 
Azhar described the upcoming 
meeting as “historic” and praised 
the “deeply fraternal relation¬ 
ship” between its imam and the 
pope, which it said even includes 
birthday greetings. 

Francis and el-Tayeb are to 
address the “Human Fraternity 
Meeting” on Monday that has 
drawn not only Christian and 
Muslim representatives but hun¬ 
dreds of Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist 
and other Christian faith leaders. 
It’s all part of the Emirates’ “Year 
of Tolerance” and its effort to 
show its openness to other faiths 
in a region otherwise known for 
severe restrictions on religions 
outside of Islam. 

Francis’ other main initiative 
in Abu Dhabi is a giant Mass on 
Tuesday in the city’s main sports 
arena that is expected to draw 
some 135,000 people in what 
some have called the largest show 
of public Christian worship on the 


Arabian Peninsula. There, Fran¬ 
cis will see firsthand a Catholic 
community that is big, diverse 
and dynamic, at a time when the 
wider Mideast has seen an exodus 
of Christians fleeing persecution 
at the hands of Islamic State and 
others. 

Aid groups working in Yemen 
hope Francis won’t just rely on 
his public appeals but will use his 
visit to bring his message to the 
Emirati leadership in person. 

CAFOD, the overseas aid group 
of the Catholic Church in Eng¬ 
land and Wales, recently joined 
a coalition of British humanitar¬ 
ian organizations in appealing 
for Yemen’s limited cease-fire 
to hold so humanitarian aid can 
reach the most vulnerable. 

“We have confidence in the 
greatness of the pope to be our 
advocate and the advocate for the 
Yemeni people,” said Giovanna 
Reda, CAFOD’s head of humani¬ 
tarian programs for the Middle 
East. 


Philippine troops battle militants after church bombing 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Philippine 
troops clashed with Abu Sayyaf gunmen in 
fierce jungle fighting that left five soldiers 
and three militants dead as the military 
pushed forward with a fresh offensive fol¬ 
lowing a deadly church bombing late last 
month. 

President Rodrigo Duterte ordered gov¬ 
ernment forces to destroy the Abu Sayyaf 
after the bombing Jan. 27 of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Cathedral in the Sulu pro¬ 
vincial capital of Jolo that killed 22 people 


and wounded more than 100. The attack has 
renewed terrorism fears across the Philip¬ 
pines, where the national police went on 
full alert and security has been strength¬ 
ened in churches, shopping malls and other 
public areas. 

Regional military spokesman Col. Gerry 
Besana said another five soldiers and 15 
militants were wounded in nearly two hours 
of fighting Saturday between the army and 
about 150 Islamic State-linked fighters in 
the jungles near Patikul town. 

The militants were led by Abu Sayyaf 
commander Hatib Hqjan Sawadjaan, who 
is suspected of helping plot the bombing. 


Abu Sayyaf, which has about 300 to 400 
armed fighters, has been blacklisted by 
the United States and the Philippines as a 
terrorist organization because of years of 
bombings, kidnappings and beheadings in 
the predominantly Roman Catholic nation. 

Government forces have over the years 
pressed on sporadic offensives to crush the 
group, including in Jolo, a poverty-wracked 
island of more than 700,000 people where 
Muslims are the majority. A few thousand 
Catholics live mostly in the provincial 
capital. 

Since the church attack, the air force has 
launched airstrikes on suspected militant 


bases near Patikul and police killed a sus¬ 
pected militant on a raid in the city. 

Interior Secretary Eduardo Ano said 
Friday that an Indonesian couple was re¬ 
sponsible for the bombing aimed at foment¬ 
ing sectarian conflict in the south. The 
Indonesian man reportedly used the nom 
de guerre Abu Huda. Philippine authori¬ 
ties said they would coordinate with their 
Indonesian counterparts to try to validate 
the identities of the two. 

Indonesian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Arrmanatha Nasir said the government had 
not been able to confirm the involvement of 
Indonesian nationals in the attack. 
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By Andrew Malcolm 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

S ome people beyond Washington 
might consider announcing a presi¬ 
dential campaign in 2018 for an 
election in late 2020 a tad prema¬ 
ture. Those people would be correct. 

Here’s how things have changed over the 
years in our commander in chief sweep- 
stakes: John F. Kennedy announced his 
presidential candidacy on Jan. 2, 1960, 10 
months before the election. Bill Clinton an¬ 
nounced his 13 months before the election. 

George W. Bush jumped in 17 months 
before. Barack Obama was 21 months out. 
Elizabeth Warren made it about 23 months 
out, and she wasn’t the first. 

Some countries believe citizens can 
make reasonable leadership decisions 
based on a 40-day campaign. They would 
be right. 

But U.S. politics are rowdy by nature. 
Hopefully, few Americans with a real life 
will pay continuous attention to the 2020 
races from now on. Of course, our perva¬ 
sive media will provide daily—even hourly 
— coverage because most of the competi¬ 
tion will be among its favored Democrats. 

Our presidential campaigns have indeed 
grown too long, way too long. There are 
compelling reasons and silly ones, not to 
justify, but to explain it. 

Like money. Many wealthy donors and 
PAC backers have millions of discretionary 
dollars available to gamble on a preferred 
candidate for the excitement, ego-stroking, 
access and potential influence that money 
might bring them down the road. 

Even small donors — those who give less 
than $200 and, therefore, go unidentified 
in federal records — get a kick out of hav¬ 
ing skin in the highly publicized campaign 
of someone they may truly believe in. It’s 
not unlike the surge in lottery ticket sales 
for the big prizes. 

Let’s be honest, the TV industry hardly 


By Sarah Longwell 
Special to The Washington Post 

resident Donald Trump has never 
looked more vulnerable to a pri¬ 
mary challenge. 

According to a new Post-ABC 
News poll, 56 percent of Americans say 
they will definitely not vote for Trump for 
president in 2020. A mid-January NPR- 
PBS NewsHour-Marist poll showed that 
44 percent of Republicans and Republi¬ 
can-leaning independents favor a primary 
challenge. 

A Des Moines Register-CNN-Mediacom 
Iowa poll found in mid-December that 63 
percent of registered Republicans in Iowa 
would be open to a challenge for Trump. 
In New Hampshire, that other bellwether 
state, 40 percent of Republicans said it 
would be good for Trump to face a primary 
contest — and that was in August, before 
the GOP’s midterm rout, before Jim Mat- 
tis’ resignation as defense secretary, be¬ 
fore the government shutdown. 

The trend won’t be lost on potential Re¬ 
publican challengers, whose number may 
include Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan, for¬ 
mer Ohio Gov. John Kasich and former 
Massachusetts Gov. William Weld. A ner¬ 
vous Trump-aligned Republican establish¬ 
ment is certainly aware of the president’s 
weakening hold on voters. 

How would launching a primary chal¬ 
lenge against Trump work? 

The Republican National Committee 
would rather not find out. In December, the 
Trump campaign and the RNC announced 
a plan to “streamline” their organizations, 
creating what RNC Chairwoman Ronna 


minds stoking national campaigns that 
spend billions on commercial time. 

The 2016 Democratic race was rigged 
for Hillary Clinton, but that didn’t keep 
Bernie Sanders fans from chipping in mil¬ 
lions online. Same for Republican Ron 
Paul 10 years ago. 

Warren announced her candidacy on 
New Year’s Eve, not a prime time to at¬ 
tract the attention of sober citizens. Her 
big thing is a large tax on wealthy people 
to spread it around more equitably. 

You haven’t heard much about Warren 
since, as she seeks to make full use of the 
year’s first 89 days to phone, visit, message 
and massage the egos of would-be donors. 

This is a crucial time in presidential cam¬ 
paigns when dollars are votes. When first- 
quarter fundraising totals are published 
for all campaigns in mid-April, she hopes 
her haul will be large enough to scare off 
other Democrats, especially those of the 
progressive persuasion. 

Early reports indicate Democratic do¬ 
nors are going to be slow to commit this 
time. That’s likely a wise move since the 
race is longer, and the field of liberal wan¬ 
nabes could well exceed the 17 Republi¬ 
cans last time, 16 of whom lost, along with 
all their donors’ dreams. 

Even some mayors think they’re Oval 
Office-qualified. 

So, why do so many seek an electoral 
prize only one will win? Ambition, ego, at¬ 
tention, genuine desire to serve, to build 
name familiarity for future bids, an inter¬ 
est in drawing publicity to an ideology or 
policy — and to themselves. 

Remember Alan Keyes? He was a little- 
known conservative activist who said he 
was seeking the GOP presidential nomina¬ 
tion several cycles ago. 

Backstage at an Iowa TV debate in 1999, 
I asked him why he was taking up one of 
the night’s six seats with zero chance of 
success. He said the “candidacy” would 


McDaniel called “the biggest, most effi¬ 
cient and unified campaign operation in 
American history.” The conglomerate will 
combine millions in financial resources 
under one umbrella called Trump Victory. 
Such arrangements are more common 
after the party chooses a nominee. 

At its recent winter gathering in Santa 
Ana Pueblo, N.M., the RNC passed a resolu¬ 
tion declaring the committee’s “undivided 
support” for Trump. The GOP is running 
interference for Trump at the state level, 
too — the Kansas Republican Party is con¬ 
sidering dropping its presidential caucus, 
and the party in South Carolina may can¬ 
cel its primary. 

If a legitimate Republican candidate 
enters the race, the RNC may be tempted 
to double down on its Trump support, but 
given the significant portion of Republican 
voters interested in seeing him challenged, 
the RNC should go to a neutral corner and 
let the primary candidates fight it out. 

The Iowa caucuses will be held a year 
from now. Before then, a Trump primary 
challenger would need to secure ballot ac¬ 
cess and caucus nominators in every state 
(assuming that the GOP in Kansas, South 
Carolina and possibly other states, when 
presented with a primary challenger, are 
shamed into dropping cancellation plans 
and actually hold their contests). 

As with any primary candidacy, that 
would mean recruiting field teams across 
the country that can gather the required 
petition signatures to get on each state’s 
ballot. The requirements vary widely, any¬ 
where from 1,000 to 5,000 signatures in 
most states; in a handful of cases, a candi¬ 
date need only pay a filing fee. 


double his speaking fees for the next year. 

The 2020 race seems extremely attrac¬ 
tive because of President Donald Trump 
and the substantial, stubborn majority 
of Americans who disapprove of his job 
performance. On the stump for initial pri¬ 
mary debates. Democrats will attempt to 
out-loathe him. That may work in the pri¬ 
maries. But so many hungry candidates 
will split Trump’s opposition. And that 
seems likely to produce the same result as 
the GOP experienced three years ago: No 
candidate dominates the field, just several 
with pluralities, allowing an unexpected 
one to eke out a triumph. Or perhaps an al¬ 
luring independent. 

General election campaigns, however, 
are a different species. They require genu¬ 
ine policy specifics and a central message 
about the future. Ask Hillary Clinton if 
that matters. 

Every campaign day is brutal, high-pres¬ 
sure and exhausting for candidates and 
staffs, ripe opportunities for mqjor gaffes. 
Compared with any hkely Democratic nom¬ 
inee, Trump has more experience there, 
with a national campaign and gaffes. 

Trump may also have a GOP primary 
challenger, someone sedate and articulate 
who’ll vow to restore decorum, sanity and 
real conservatism to the party of Lincoln. 
That viable party challenger will not de¬ 
feat the president. They never do. 

That in-house challenger will, however, 
virtually guarantee the incumbent’s No¬ 
vember defeat. They always do. 

In that sense, for political spectators the 
real race to watch from time to time will 
not be the chattering pack of Democrats 
over-promising goodies for each of their 
segregated segments. The real race to 
monitor will be the loud, lonely one on the 
Republican side. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
national and foreign correspondent covering 
poiitics since the 1960s. 


Many states add requirements for the 
petitions to test the organizational mettle 
of campaigns. But it might be hardest for 
a Trump primary challenger to get on 
the ballot in states such as California and 
Texas, where state party organizations 
have sufficient control over the primary 
system to keep a challenger off the ballot 
for no other reason than caprice or self-in¬ 
terest. They could similarly put Trump on 
the ballot unilaterally, saving his campaign 
the trouble of qualifying. 

At this moment, when the GOP estab¬ 
lishment’s support for Trump seems un¬ 
shakable, partisan self-interest could mean 
blocking a challenger. But months from 
now — when the fallout from special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s investigation may be 
clear, for instance — the political winds 
might be blowing in another direction, and 
the state Republican organizations might 
be more welcoming to a challenger. Their 
officers could use their discretion to place 
a challenger’s name on primary ballots, 
removing the hurdle of collecting tens of 
thousands of petition signatures. 

This being politics, money will of course 
be essential. Having a lot of it, and early, 
could be decisive in challenging Trump. A 
challenger’s strong showing in early states 
such as Iowa and New Hampshire would 
cause an earthquake in the GOP, if not the 
White House. 

It was a failure of political imagination 
that helped put Trump in the Oval Office. 
A primary challenger may need only a lit¬ 
tle political imagination to begin the pro¬ 
cess of evicting him. 

Sarah LongvveM, a Republican VtrategfstTis execu-’ 

tive director of Defending Democracy Together. 


RNC acting to prevent a challenge to Trump 
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Balanced-budget effort risks worse shutdowns 


By David A. Super 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

T he 35-day partial government 
shutdown that cost the U.S. econo¬ 
my $11 billion can teach us some¬ 
thing about our political process’ 
limits in problem-solving. These lessons 
are particularly important because a new 
effort to add a balanced-budget amend¬ 
ment to the U.S. Constitution could make 
damaging government shutdowns more 
frequent and harder to solve. 

Around the country, well-funded groups 
are making a concerted push to get state 
resolutions passed that call for a constitu¬ 
tional convention to propose a federal bal¬ 
anced-budget amendment. With the aid of 
fuzzy math, some balanced-budget advo¬ 
cates claim to be just six states short, one 
state short, or even already to have sur¬ 
passed the 34 resolutions required under 
Article V of the Constitution. 

In Washington, too, proposals for a bal¬ 
anced-budget amendment will likely resur¬ 
face now. Congress will be beginning work 
on next year’s budget even while many of 
the current year’s appropriations bills re¬ 
main unresolved. In years when no budget- 
busting upper-income tax cut is politically 
possible. Republicans cite the very deficits 
their tax policies have created as justifi¬ 
cation for a balanced-budget amendment. 


Nervous Democrats often feel they must go 
along: At the state and federal level, voting 
for a balanced-budget amendment is easy 

— it looks fiscally prudent and puts off the 
hard choices. 

The Trump shutdown gives us an idea 
of just how disastrous a constitutional 
balanced-budget amendment would be. 
President Donald Trump and Congress 
couldn’t agree on a spending bill to fund 
the government because of a single issue 

— the border wall — that was more about 
politics than budget give and take. Imagine 
how difficult it would be to reach an agree¬ 
ment on the right way to close large fiscal 
gaps when funding for every government 
function is on the table. Long impasses and 
shutdowns would be almost guaranteed, 
year in, year out. 

If, say, the nation’s economy was slipping 
toward recession, with the deficit rising as 
tax revenues fell and spending rose for un¬ 
employment compensation and food aid, 
the battle might look like this: 

One faction demands steep cuts in Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, which 
constitute the m^ority of federal spend¬ 
ing, no matter the promises made to recipi¬ 
ents and future recipients. Another group 
targets the Pentagon, even though defense 
cuts might not produce what the balanced 
budget amendment required: immediate 
deficit reduction (weapons procurement 


Imagine how difficult 
it would be to reach 
an agreement on the 
right way to close large 
fiscal gaps when funding 
for every government 
function is on the table. 


involves long-term contracts). And if de¬ 
fense plants did start mass layoffs in re¬ 
sponse to such cuts, the teetering economy 
would take a further hit. 

Yet another faction might seek to elimi¬ 
nate the deficit through tax increases on 
the affluent. Because Congress has ap¬ 
proved a long series of upper income and 
corporate federal tax cuts culminating in 
the nearly $2 trillion 2017 tax cut law, this 
approach could increase revenues from 
those at the very top of the income scale 
without exceeding historical levels of taxa¬ 
tion. But the Republican Party has firmly 
committed itself to opposing such tax in¬ 
creases. Any GOP senator or representa¬ 
tive voting for this as a way to balance the 
budget could expect a well-funded primary 
challenger. 


A final, pragmatic group could try to 
get Congress to suspend the requirement 
to balance the books so that Washington 
could avoid further weakening the econo¬ 
my. But Democrats and Republicans alike 
would fear supporting such a proposal, be¬ 
cause they could be seen as voting to “bust 
the budget.” Meanwhile, the advocates of 
entitlement cuts, downsizing the military 
or upper-income tax increases would re¬ 
sist suspending the amendment. The crisis 
created by a balanced-budget requirement 
offers them leverage for their long-sought 
ends. 

The result almost certainly would be a 
long and acrimonious impasse. The Trump 
shutdown had two obvious resolutions 
— either the president would give up get¬ 
ting $5.7 billion in border wall funding or 
congressional Democrats would provide it. 
But a shutdown triggered by a balanced- 
budget amendment would lack any such 
either/or solution. Each contending group 
would blame all the others for the impasse 
and public sentiment would be fractured. 
The groups would fear compromise be¬ 
cause it would infuriate their base voters. 

An amendment that forced fiscal respon¬ 
sibility in Washington may sound good, but 
we have just seen the kind of havoc it would 
wreak in practice. 

David A. Super is a iaw professor at Georgetown 
University. 


Appeals court gives ‘Blue Water’ vets the win Congress denied 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

O n Tuesday, attorney and retired 
Navy Cmdr. John B. Wells sat in 
the office of Sen. Mike Lee, R- 
Utah, ready to meet with staff re¬ 
garding Lee’s opposition to “Blue Water” 
Navy legislation, when his cellphone 
dinged and brought surprising news from 
the nearby U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit. 

A lawsuit that Wells and a team of appel¬ 
lant attorneys had argued on Dec. 7 before 
a full panel of judges on the appeals court 
had produced a stunning 9-2 victory for 
roughly 70,000 Blue Water Navy veterans. 

For Wells, the court’s ruling delightfully 
deflated the importance of his visit to try 
to persuade Lee not to again block legisla¬ 
tion to extend disability compensation and 
VA medical care to Navy veterans who 
deployed decades ago to territorial waters 
off Vietnam and now are ill, or dead, of ail¬ 
ments associated with Agent Orange and 
other defoliants used in the war. 

Unless the Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs successfully petitions the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court to reverse the decision in 
Procopio V. Wilkie, Blue Water veterans 
have won a victory denied them for two de¬ 
cades, both in the courts and Congress. 

Wells is executive director of Mili¬ 
tary-Veterans Advocacy of Slidell, La., a 
nonprofit corporation that litigates and 
advocates for veterans. He said he looked 
for years for the right case to challenge 
an appeals court decision that kept Agent 
Orange benefits from sailors whose ships 
steamed off Vietnam during the war. 

Alfred Procopio Jr. suffers from pros¬ 
tate cancer and type 2 diabetes, two condi¬ 
tions on the VA list of ailments associated 
with Agent Orange exposure and trigger¬ 
ing benefits if veterans served in Vietnam 
for a time between Jan. 9, 1962, and May 
7, 1975, when U.S. involvement in the war 
officially ended. 

Procopio was aboard the aircraft car¬ 
rier USS Intrepid when, in July 1966, ship 
logs confirm it deployed to territorial wa¬ 
ters off South Vietnam. The VA declined 
in April 2009 to find a service connection 


Military Update 


for his ailments diagnosed a few years ear¬ 
lier. The Board of Veterans’ Appeals also 
denied service connection, in March 2011 
and in July 2015, because Procopio had not 
gone ashore. 

In denying such appeals, boards and 
judges routinely cite the 2008 appeals 
court ruling in Haas v. Peake, which af¬ 
firmed the VA’s interpretation of the Agent 
Orange Act to exclude veterans from ben¬ 
efits if they didn’t go ashore, even if their 
ships steamed through Vietnam’s territori¬ 
al sea, defined as within 12 nautical miles 
of the coastline. 

To prepare for Procopio’s appeal. Wells 
said he interviewed lawyers at three firms 
offering pro bono expertise on briefs and 
arguments before appellate courts. He 
chose Melanie Bostwick, of Orrick, Her¬ 
rington and Sutcliffe LLP, in Washington, 
in part because of her plan to refine the 
challenge to Haas, focusing on what Con¬ 
gress meant in the Agent Orange Act by 
presuming exposure to defoliants if veter¬ 
ans served “in the Republic of Vietnam.” 

Bostwick pushed the significance of the 
Act’s reference to the Republic of Vietnam 
“a step further than we had taken it and 
she was brilliant,” Wells said. For Procop¬ 
io, his lawyers didn’t argue that given his 
ship’s location he must have been exposed 
at some point to deadly defoliants just like 
veterans who served ashore. Instead they 
contended that Congress, in writing the 
law, intentionally used the formal name for 
the sovereign coastal nation. Under inter¬ 
national law and based on the Act’s legis¬ 
lative history, they argued, “service in the 
Republic of Vietnam” must be read by the 
court to include naval service in its territo¬ 
rial waters. 

Eight of 11 judges who heard the appeal 
accepted that argument. Another judge de¬ 
cided in favor of Procopio and Blue Water 
Navy veterans on other grounds. Two judg¬ 
es dissented. 

With Procopio, the appeals court re¬ 
versed its ruling in Haas. It disagreed that 


the Agent Orange law is ambiguous as to 
whether the list of presumptive diseases 
tied to defoliants should apply to sailors 
who supported the war from the sea. 

Haas had let stand VA regulations that 
limited access to Agent Orange benefits to 
veterans who went ashore in Vietnam or 
patrolled its inland rivers and waterways. 
In Procopio, the court said what those 
judges missed a decade ago was the sig¬ 
nificance of the law granting presumption 
of service connection for certain diseases 
to veterans who “served in the Republic 
of Vietnam.” By using the formal name of 
that country. Judge Kimberly Ann Moore 
explained in writing the m^ority opinion, 
the act extended benefit coverage to ser¬ 
vice in Vietnam’s territorial sea. 

The court in Haas “went astray when it 
found ambiguity” in the plain language of 
the Act after reviewing “competing meth¬ 
ods of defining the reaches of a sovereign 
nation,” wrote Moore. It should have rec¬ 
ognized that Congress unambiguously 
defined the pool of veterans eligible for 
benefits as any veteran who had served 
anywhere in Vietnam, including the ter¬ 
ritorial sea. 

“Congress has spoken directly to the 
question of whether those who served in 
the 12-nautical-mile territorial sea of the 
‘Republic of Vietnam’ are entitled to [the 
Act’s] presumption if they meet [its] other 
requirements. They are. Because ‘the in¬ 
tent of Congress is clear, that is the end of 
the matter,”’ Moore wrote, citing a 1984 
Supreme Court decision that found a gov¬ 
ernment agency must conform to clear leg¬ 
islative statements when interpreting and 
applying a law. 

Judge Raymond T. Chen dissented in 
Procopio and was joined by Judge Thomas 
B. Dyk. Chen’s arguments are likely to be 
echoed by government attorneys if the VA 
decides to seek Supreme Court review of 
the case. 

Chen wrote that in his view the Agent Or¬ 
ange Act is ambiguous as to whether ben¬ 
efits should apply to veterans who served 
offshore. The court m^ority, he said, “in¬ 
appropriately preempts Congress’s role in 
determining whether the statute should 


apply in these circumstances — an issue 
which Congress is grappling with at this 
very time.” 

By “repudiating a statutory interpre¬ 
tation from a 10-year[-]old precedential 
opinion, without any evidence of changed 
circumstances,” Chen wrote, the majority 
“undermines the principle of stare deci¬ 
sis,” a doctrine that obligates courts to fol¬ 
low precedent set in a previous decision 
unless they can show clearly the previous 
decision was wrongly decided. 

Chen did “not find persuasive the ma¬ 
jority’s conclusion that international law 
dictates its interpretation. The Haas court 
considered similar sources of evidence but 
still concluded that the statutory phrase 
was ambiguous,” he wrote. 

Chen noted that Congress, in debating 
whether to extend Agent Orange benefits 
to Blue Water veterans, found it will re¬ 
quire the allocation of $1.8 billion in fiscal 
2019 and $5.7 billion over 10 years. With 
so much at stake and without “more com¬ 
pelling” evidence Haas got it wrong, Chen 
wrote, the court majority should have left 
the issue for Congress to settle. 

“It is not for the Judiciary to step in and 
redirect such a significant budget item,” 
Chen wrote. 

Wells said he expects the government to 
decide within a few weeks whether to peti¬ 
tion the Supreme Court to review the case. 
Meanwhile, he said, “we are very happy 
with the way the case came out.” 

Wells said the Haas case was ripe for 
reconsideration in part because “the court 
has been taking an increasingly jaundiced 
look at the VA and some of the stuff they’ve 
done” to deny benefits. Also, other cases 
had “drilled down” on weaknesses in the 
VA’s regulatory decisions excluding veter¬ 
ans from Agent Orange benefits. 

“Frankly when the VA stripped the ben¬ 
efit [from sailors] back in 2002, we believed 
that they had nobody in their general coun¬ 
sel’s office competent to understand” the 
Act and the legal definition of Republic of 
Vietnam, Wells said. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; or Twitter; @Military_Update. 
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Bus crash south 
of Moscow kills at 
least 7, injures 32 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — A bus crashed 
south of Moscow on Sunday, kill¬ 
ing at least seven people, four of 
them children, and sending 32 
others to the hospital with inju¬ 
ries, authorities said. 

The bus carrying 45 people 
tipped over and crashed on a local 
road about 118 miles south of Mos¬ 
cow in the morning, the Emer¬ 
gency Situations Ministry said, 
updating previous reports that it 
was carrying 48 people. 

Dozens of people were trapped 
inside the bus, and it was not until 
hours later that rescue teams 
managed to pull everyone out. The 


injured included 23 children. 

The cause of the crash was not 
immediately clear, and pohce 
said they detained the driver for 
questioning. Footage released by 
emergency responders showed 
the bus lying on the side of a snow- 
covered road. 

The Interfax news agency quot¬ 
ed the mayor of the town of Yartse- 
vo as saying the bus was carrying 
a children’s dance club to a com¬ 
petition in the city of Kaluga. 

The local Emergency Situations 
Ministry said there was no colli¬ 
sion. It said the driver appeared to 
lose control of the vehicle for some 
reason and the bus veered off the 
road. 



Russian Ministry for Emergency Situations/AP 


This frame grab from video shows emergency personnel working at the scene of an accident in the 
Kaluga region on a local road about 118 miles south of Moscow. 



American anarchist 
shot dead in Mexico 


Mattias Schrader/AP 

Spectators watch the flying hill individual qualification of the FIS Ski Jumping World Cup in Oberstdorf, 
Germany, on Sunday. Organizers have canceled a planned skiing race due to heavy snow. 

World Cup race canceled due to heavy snow 


Associated Press 

GARMISCH-PARTEN- 
KIRCHEN, Germany — Heavy 
snow in Germany has forced or¬ 
ganizers to cancel the last World 
Cup skiing race before the world 
championships. 

Organizers on Sunday called 


off a men’s giant slalom race at 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen a day 
after they had to cancel a down¬ 
hill for the same reason. 

Course workers started at 4 
a.m. but failed to clear up to 12 
inches of fresh snow from the 
Kandahar course because it kept 
snowing during the morning. 


FIS race director Markus Wald- 
ner said efforts had to be stopped 
as “we started to damage the race 
line with the machines.” 

Skiing’s governing body was 
looking to reschedule both races 
after the Feb. 5-17 world champi¬ 
onships, which begin Tuesday in 
Are, Sweden. 


By Amy Guthrie 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — An Ameri¬ 
can anarchist who went by the 
name John Galton has been shot 
dead at his home in the Mexi¬ 
can resort of Acapulco, send¬ 
ing shivers through a tightknit 
anti-establishment community 
of expatriates that organizes 
events in the violence-torn re¬ 
treat with seminars on topics 
such as how to make money via 
cryptocurrencies. 

A woman describing herself as 
John’s partner, Lily, said via so¬ 
cial media that she saw the gun¬ 
men go straight for John and his 
friend, Jason Henza, 43. Henza 
made it to a private hospital with 
bullet wounds in an armpit, leg 
and hand. The hospital said he 
checked out that same day. Mexi¬ 
can police found equipment to 
process drugs, glass pipes and 
marijuana plants at the home. 

Lily and Henza both posted 
videos to Facebook immediately 
after the shooting. Lily screamed: 
“I really need help! Somebody 
please come!” 

In his post, a bearded Henza 
said in a blood-smattered T-shirt: 


“We were attacked. I’ve been 
shot three times. I’m not doing so 
good.” 

Prior to the shooting, John and 
Lily hosted weekly “Meat Ups” 
at a local restaurant where self- 
professed carnivores dined only 
on meat. They were also busy 
recruiting speakers for an anar¬ 
chist conference set to take place 
in Acapulco later in February. 
The dreadlocked couple, both in 
their 20s, posted a video to Face- 
book two months ago calling for 
attendees at the conference. 

“We want freedom of ideas,” 
John said from the patio of a 
house that the couple rented for 
$400 a month high above the bay 
of Acapulco. Waves lapped gently 
far below, and roosters crowed as 
he spoke. 

Lily did not respond to a request 
for comment via social media 
on Saturday. Henza declined to 
comment. 

A US. Department of State of¬ 
ficial said the Bureau of Consular 
Affairs was aware of an investiga¬ 
tion into the death of a US. citizen 
in Acapulco but that it couldn’t 
provide additional information 
due to privacy considerations. 


Australian police disable, arrest man who claimed to have bomb at airport 


Associated Press 

CANBERRA, Australia — A man who 
falsely claimed to have a bomb and men¬ 
aced a woman with a knife forced the 
evacuation of Brisbane International Air¬ 
port for more than two hours in an emer¬ 
gency that police described on Sunday as 
elaborate and terrifying. 

Police ended the standoff late Saturday 


by shooting the man, 50, with nonlethal 
bean bag shotgun rounds and arresting 
him. There were no injuries reported, and 
police said the emergency was not related 
to terrorism. 

The airport reported that the disrup¬ 
tion had caused delays of arrivals and de¬ 
partures for up to three hours. 

The incident began in the terminal’s 


food court when the man pulled a knife 
on a screaming woman and placed a fake 
bomb on a table. Hundreds of panicked 
travelers fled the scene. 

A man who was not identified told Nine 
Network television, “He had one knife 
to start with, then when he looped back 
around, he pulled out a second knife. 

“They were big carving knifelike things. 


There weren’t normal little knives. They 
were big,” the same witness added. 

The man’s first language was Arabic, 
and an Arabic-speaking police officer was 
at the scene within minutes to negotiate, 
police Commissioner Ian Stewart said. 

The man had gone to extraordinary 
lengths “to create a perception of risk, 
threat and fear,” Stewart said. 
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Prosecutors: Man held 
‘death party’ for wife 

||i| ly SEARLES — A Min- 
I w 1 nesota man is accused 
of removing his ailing wife from a 
care center, taking her home and 
holding what is described as a 
“death party” with methamphet- 
amine before she died. 

Duane Johnson is charged with 
criminal neglect. Prosecutors 
said he failed to provide proper 
care for Debra Lynn Johnson, 69, 
who died at their home in Searles 
Jan. 24. 

Prosecutors said Johnson told 
investigators he was fulfilling a 
promise to his wife that he would 
not let her die in a nursing home 
when he removed her from a 
transitional care facility. Authori¬ 
ties said Johnson told them he 
gave some methamphetamine to 
his wife because she wanted to 
party before her death. 

Saudi suspected in 
hit-and-run disappears 

PORTLAND — The 

parents of a teenage 
girl who was struck and killed by 
a hit-and-run driver while cross¬ 
ing a street in Portland said they 
are having a hard time dealing 
with the fact that the suspect has 
disappeared and may have been 
helped by the government of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Fallon Smart, 15, was struck 
Aug. 19, 2016. Police said the ve¬ 
hicle was driven by Abdulrahman 
Sameer Noorah, a Saudi who was 
charged with manslaughter, reck¬ 
less driving and other crimes. 
The government of Saudi Arabia 
posted his bail. 

Federal law enforcement of¬ 
ficials believe the Saudi govern¬ 
ment then helped him escape the 
country. 


THE CENSUS 


$150K 


The amount for which a woman and her teen daughter are suing a Pennsylvania amusement 
park because they say its costumed ghouis were too terrifying. The Allentown, Pa., Morning Call 
reported Shannon Sacco and her daughter filed the suit against Dorney Park and Wildwater King¬ 
dom and its parent company, Cedar Fair, of Sandusky, Ohio, last month. The suit says the teen 
was visiting the park when several costumed ghouls approached. The girl asked them to 
leave her alone, then a costumed employee ran up behind her and shouted in her ear, causing her to fall. The suit says the 
girl suffered injuries, but didn’t go into detail. 




John Hart, Wisconsin State Journal/AP 


Robbery try ends when 
gun gets stuck in pants 


Lady in the lake 


An inflatable replica of a portion of the Statue of Liberty draws visitors to the surface of Lake Mendota near the campus of UW-Madison 
in Madison, Wis., on Saturday. Reviving a similar tradition that was started 40 years ago as a prank by former UW Student Association 
members, members of the university’s Wisconsin Union board led an effort to have the work created to coincide with a winter carnival event. 


H/IO LOUIS — St. 

I w I Louis police are 
searching for a would-be robber 
whose crime was thwarted when 
his gun got stuck in his pants. 

Police told the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch that a gunman walked 
into a Family Dollar store Thurs¬ 
day afternoon and ordered an 
employee to give him the cash 
register. The worker said he 
couldn’t, so the suspect reached 
for a firearm from the waistband 
of his jeans. 

Unable to pull out the weapon, 
the man ran away without getting 
any money. 

Rescue farm accused 
of neglecting horses 

lyU LANGDON — State 
1^ Police have accused a 
woman who runs an animal res¬ 
cue farm of neglecting the care of 
26 horses that were seized by the 
state. 

Olexandra Beck, 63, of Lang- 
don, was arrested Thursday on 
four misdemeanor counts of ani¬ 
mal cruelty. 

Her farm was investigated 
in November following com¬ 
plaints made about the horses’ 
condition. The Department of 
Agriculture and the state Veter¬ 
inarian’s Office were involved in 
the investigation. 


Meditation teacher 
arrested in sex assault 

BOULDER — Police 
in Colorado arrested a 
teacher from a Buddhist medita¬ 
tion center in connection with an 
alleged sexual assault of a teen¬ 
age girl. 

The Boulder Police Depart¬ 
ment said Friday that William 
Lloyd Karelis, 71, had been ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of sexual as¬ 
sault of a child by a person in a 
position of trust. 

Police said Karelis was a teach¬ 
er and leader during meditation 
retreats at the Boulder Shambha- 
la Center and sexually assaulted 
the girl multiple times since 2000, 
when she was 13. 

Juvenile arrested in 
vandalism of temple 

LOUISVILLE —Police 
W\ 1 in Kentucky said a ju¬ 
venile suspect has been charged 
with burglary and criminal mis¬ 
chief in connection with vandal¬ 
ism at a Hindu temple. 

Louisville Metro Police Detec¬ 


tive Russell Montfort told news 
outlets the 17-year-old suspect 
was arrested Thursday. 

Authorities allege the teen 
broke windows and spray-painted 
“repugnant messages of hate” 
and black crosses inside the 
Swaminarayan Temple. 

Police Chief Steve Conrad said 
there were xenophobic and sexist 
messages, and someone spray- 
painted the eyes of a Hindu reli¬ 
gious figure with black paint. 

City loses appeal of 
squirrel damage case 

I A DES MOINES — The 
I Iowa Supreme Court said 
an insurance company does not 
have to pay the city of West Liber¬ 
ty for damage to property caused 
by a squirrel that climbed onto an 
electrical transformer and cre¬ 
ated an electrical arc. 

The court said in a decision re¬ 
leased Friday that the policy held 
by the city from EMC insurance 
excluded damage caused by elec¬ 
trical arcs that were not related 
to lightning. The city filed a law¬ 
suit in January 2016 after EMC 
refused to pay the more than 


$213,000 in damage. 

The city claimed the squirrel 
caused the damage but a district 
court judge and the Iowa Court 
of Appeals concluded the dam¬ 
age was caused by the electrical 
arc generated when the squirrel 
touched a 7,000-volt clamp and a 
grounded metal frame. 

U-Haul, former manager 
plead guilty in blast 

BA PHILADELPHIA — A 
U-Haul subsidiary and 
the former general manager of 
one of its Philadelphia stores have 
pleaded guilty after a food truck 
explosion that killed a woman 
and her teenage daughter. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer re¬ 
ported the U-Haul Company of 
Pennsylvania and Miguel Rivera 
entered their pleas Tuesday to 
violating federal hazardous mate¬ 
rials regulations. 

Prosecutors said they used un¬ 
trained workers to fill propane 
tanks at the Philadelphia facility 
in June and July 2014. 

Investigators have said food 
truck owner Olga Galdamez took 
her propane tanks to U-Haul 


where they were filled despite 
being old and damaged. Galda¬ 
mez and her daughter, Jaylin, 
died from burn-related injuries 
after the July 2014 blast. 

Lincoln library to 
share artifacts’ stories 

II SPRINGFIELD — The 
I L Abraham Lincoln Presi¬ 
dential Library and Museum 
is launching a new educational 
program designed to tell the his¬ 
tory of the nation’s 16th president 
through stories behind specific 
objects linked to him. 

The program is called “If Ob¬ 
jects Talked.” Among the artifacts 
experts will show and explain is a 
toy canon that belonged to one of 
Lincoln’s sons and an invitation to 
another son’s birthday party. 

The facility’s education direc¬ 
tor, Genevieve Kaplan, said telling 
children the stories behind such 
rare items will be another way 
“to spark their imaginations.” 

The series kicks off on Feb. 21 
with objects related to presidents 
visiting Illinois. 


From wire reports 











Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, February 4,2019 


FACES 



Amy Harris, Invision/AP 


Josh Kiszka, foreground left, and Jake Kiszka of Greta Van Fleet perform at the 2018 KROQ Absolut Almost Acoustic Christmas on Dec. 
8 in Inglewood, Calif. The rockers, whose sound and look is reminiscent of Led Zeppelin, are nominated for four Grammy Awards. 

Some call Greta Van Fleet the saviors of rock. But not them. 


By Mark Kennedy 

Associated Press 

W hen the members of the rock 
band Greta Van Fleet put their 
last touches on their first full- 
length album, they didn’t cele¬ 
brate with a round of beers or a fancy dinner. 
They immediately started working on new 
songs. 

“Once we finished ‘Anthem of the Peace¬ 
ful Army’ — the very day that we’d OK’d all 
the mixing — we started writing the next 
album,” said Jake Kiszka, the band’s guitar¬ 
ist. “If we’re stagnant, it becomes boring.” 

The young Michigan rockers, whose sound 
and classic rock look is reminiscent of Led 
Zeppelin, have done the opposite of stagnate 
in the past 18 months. It’s been more like an 
explosion, capped by four Grammy Award 
nominations, including best new artist and 
best rock album. 

Since their April 2017 breakthrough with 
the song “Highway Tune,” they’ve put out 
two EPs and their “Anthem of the Peaceful 
Army” debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s rock 
chart and No. 3 on the all-genre albums chart 
last year. It has also reached the Top 10 in 
Canada, Italy and Germany. 

They’ve played “Saturday Night Live” and 
“Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,” count Elton 
John as a fan and have been embraced as the 
four guys who can save rock ’n’ roll, a tag 
they politely decline. 

“It’s a silly thing to consider anyone a sav¬ 
ior of rock ’n’ roll. In our opinion, no one king 
can wear that crown,” said Jake Kiszka, 22. 
“There’s always someone who carries the 
torch and takes that into the future and inter¬ 
prets that through their influences.” 

Jason Flom, who signed Greta Van Fleet to 
his Lava Records, said there’s nothing calcu¬ 
lated about the band, saying they make music 
because it’s what they were born to do: “It’s 
almost like they were sent in a time capsule 
to save rock ’n’ roll,” he said. “They wouldn’t 
say that, but I will.” 

Keeping the members grounded through 
all this fuss is blood — three of the mem¬ 


bers are brothers. Kiszka’s twin, Josh, is the 
howling singer, and his younger brother, 19- 
year-old Sam, plays bass and keyboards. The 
quartet is rounded out by drummer and fam¬ 
ily friend Danny Wagner, 19. 

The Kiszka brothers are so passionate 
about what they do that they used to get into 
fistfights when they were younger over mu¬ 
sical choices. Now they rely on each other to 
get through the noise. 

“When someone starts to steer one way 
or another away from the herd, it seems like 
there’s always someone there to pull you back 
in,” said Jake Kiszka, who called the past 
year “being in the eye of a storm. There’s so 
much chaos around you but the very center 
seems so calm.” 

At the Grammys, taking place Feb. 10 in 
Los Angeles, the band is up for best rock 
song (“Black Smoke Rising”), best rock per¬ 
formance (“Highway Tune”) and best rock 
album (“From the Fires” EP). Competition 
in those categories include the late Chris 
Cornell, Arctic Monkeys, twenty one pilots, 
St. Vincent, Weezer, Fall Out Boy and more. 

Greta Van Fleet, whose name was inspired 
by the octogenarian bluegrass musician 
Gretna VanFleet, also are nominated for best 
new artist, up against Chloe x Halle, Luke 
Combs, H.E.R., Dua Lipa, Margo Price, 
Bebe Rexha and Jorja Smith. 

Asked which of the four awards the band 
most coveted, Jake Kiszka was diplomatic. 


^It’s a silly thing to 
consider anyone a 
savior of rock ’n’ roll. 
In our opinion, no one 
king can wear that 
crown, f 

Jake Kiszka 

Greta Van Fleet guitarist 


“I think best album and best performance 
would be some of the more highlighted cat¬ 
egories I’d like us to win. It seems to me the 
best new artist is sort of a cursed category.” 
Does that mean they won’t accept it? “We’ll 
accept it,” he answered, laughing. “That 
would be rude.” 

Rudeness is not something baked into the 
band, which also hasn’t relied on social media 
to fuel its rise. Flom, who has also guided the 
careers of artists like Lorde and Jessie J, said 
he’s impressed by Greta Van Fleet’s work 
ethic and camaraderie. “They get a week off, 
they go rent a cabin in the hills of Tennessee 
and write songs,” he said. “That is their idea 
of a good time.” 

The band hasn’t won over everyone, as 
proved by the snarky comments online fol¬ 
lowing their “SNL” appearance last month. 
Some criticized them for their ’60s-styled 
outfits and for mimicking classic rock ges¬ 
tures. One viewer called them “a glorified 
college cover band who have just found their 
dad’s Led Zeppelin records.” Music critics 
also have been mixed, but the band isn’t let¬ 
ting any of that get under their skin. 

“Every individual is entitled to an opin¬ 
ion,” said Jake Kiszka. “I think we’ll always 
be humbled with the references and honored 
by the affiliation of those who have influ¬ 
enced us and inspired us to be musicians. 
But I think there isn’t a band in this world 
that somebody doesn’t hate.” 

The Zeppelin comparisons once were cer¬ 
tainly warranted, but increasingly less apt. 
The band’s early bluesy rock has evolved into 
a more diverse, mature sound, including the 
laid-back “You’re the One,” the last song cre¬ 
ated for the latest album. Jake Kiszka said 
Greta Van Fleet has moved on from their 
stripped-down sonic beginnings. 

“It was sort of an objective of ours to 
achieve somewhat simplicity — to get to the 
emotion of it and the truth of it and the feel of 
it,” he said. “Once that was achieved, in our 
minds, it was time to start moving forward in 
a more technical manner — to grow.” 


Smollet says 
he believes 
‘justice will 
be served’ 



Smollett 


From wire reports 

Jussie Smollett said he is OK 
and confident that “justice will be 
served” in his first public com¬ 
ments since he was attacked in 
Chicago. 

The “Empire” actor, 35, said 
he’s working with authorities on a 
case that Chicago 
police are inves¬ 
tigating as a pos¬ 
sible hate crime. 

“Let me start 
by saying that I’m 
ok,” Smollett said 
in a statement 
obtained by the 
New York Daily News. “My body 
is strong but my soul is stronger. 
More importantly I want to say 
thank you. The outpouring of love 
and support from my village has 
meant more than I will ever be 
able to truly put into words.” 

Smollett’s attackers allegedly 
hit the actor, placed a rope around 
his neck, poured an unidentified 
substance on him and yelled ho¬ 
mophobic and racial slurs at him, 
Chicago police said. 

Police have not seen video of 
the confrontation but say they 
viewed security footage show¬ 
ing Smollett with a rope draped 
around his neck. 

“I am working with authorities 
and have been 100 percent factu¬ 
al and consistent on every level,” 
Smollett said in his statement. 
“Despite my frustrations and 
deep concern with certain inac¬ 
curacies and misrepresentations 
that have been spread, I still be¬ 
lieve that justice will be served.” 

The new remarks from Smol¬ 
lett, who came out as gay in 2015, 
follows his family’s statement 
one day earlier calling the attack 
a “racial and homophobic hate 
crime.” 


Rapper 6ix9ine admits 
gang ties, pleads guilty 

Brooklyn rapper Tekashi 6ix- 
9ine has pleaded guilty to federal 
charges, admitting his participa¬ 
tion in a violent gang and pledg¬ 
ing to cooperate with prosecutors 
against others. 

The plea was entered last week 
by the rapper, whose legal name 
is Daniel Hernandez. Information 
pertaining to it was unsealed Feb. 
1 in Manhattan federal court. 

During the plea, 6ix9ine said 
he joined the Nine Trey Blood 
Gang in 2017. He says he helped 
gang members try to kill a rival 
gang member last March. 

With the plea deal, 6ix9ine can 
gain leniency at sentencing from 
what otherwise would have been 
a mandatory minimum 47 years 
in prison. 

Other news 

■ Bryan Cranston will star in 
a new TV legal thriller set in New 
Orleans. Showtime said Jan. 31 
that Cranston will play the lead 
role in the limited series “Your 
Honor.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


GM plant closings to hit parts suppliers everywhere 



Tony Dejak/AP 


Mari Keels transfers a front end of a GM Chevrolet Cruze during 
assembly Nov. 28 at Jamestown Industries in Youngstown, Ohio. 
Jamestown Industries is down from three shifts to one. 


By John Seewer 

Associated Press 

TOLEDO, Ohio — The sting 
from a m^jor restructuring at 
General Motors and its planned 
closings of five North American 
factories in the coming months is 
putting thousands of jobs at auto 
parts suppliers at stake as well. 

While GM expects nearly all its 
U.S. blue-collar workers whose 
jobs are being eliminated to have 
an opportunity at relocating to 
factories that are adding jobs, 
that won’t be the case for many in 
the supply chain who make parts, 
drive trucks, work in warehouses 
and keep GM’s plants operating. 

For most of them, there is no 
safety net. 

“There’s nowhere to trans¬ 
fer. They’ve got nowhere to go. 
They’re just out of work,” said 
Dave Green, a union leader near 
Youngstown where GM in early 
March plans to shut down its fac¬ 
tory that makes the Chevrolet 
Cruze compact car. 

GM’s labor agreements guar¬ 
antee its workers transfer rights 
and relocation money, but that’s 
not true for the wide majority of 
suppliers, even where the work¬ 
ers are represented by unions. 

“We’ve been lost in the shuffle,” 
said Brian Shina, who lost his 
supplier plant job when GM cut 
a shift at its Lordstown factory in 
May, months before announcing 
plans to close it. “We don’t have 
any leverage here.” 

The dominoes already are 
starting to fall. A plant that 
makes seats for the Cruze and an¬ 
other business that does logistics 
and warehousing work for GM in 
Ohio will close in March too. Just 
three years ago, those two had a 
combined 800 workers. 

Green has compiled a list of 
more than 50 other businesses 
whose work is tied to the Ohio as¬ 


sembly plant. But it’s difficult to 
know how many could be forced to 
cut jobs because many do work for 
other auto plants and industries. 

Despite 
varying esti¬ 
mates, some 
economists 
project that 
for every auto 
plant job that 
is lost, three 
or four ad¬ 
ditional po¬ 
sitions are 
eliminated. 
Research 
shows that 
auto plants, 
and manu¬ 
facturing in 
general, cre¬ 
ate more spinoff jobs than other 
industries. 

“That’s the bigger part of this,” 
said Green, who plans on attend¬ 
ing President Donald Trump’s 


State of the Union address Tues¬ 
day at the invitation of Democrat¬ 
ic Rep. Tim Ryan, whose district 
includes the plant. 

Trump, who has promised to 
revive manufacturing in the Mid¬ 
west, has been highly critical of 
GM’s announcement, threaten¬ 
ing that his administration was 
looking at cutting GM subsidies, 
including for electric cars. It’s an 
especially thorny issue for the 
president, who won over a sur¬ 
prising number of Democratic- 
leaning union workers during his 
first campaign. 

There’s still a chance some of 
the factories targeted by GM could 
be revived during upcoming con¬ 
tract negotiations with the United 
Auto Workers union, which has 
promised to fight the closures. 
Those include assembly plants in 
Detroit and Oshawa, Ontario, and 
transmission plants in Warren, 
Mich., and near Baltimore. 


Suppliers closest to factories 
that end up shutting down tend 
to be hit hardest because they’re 
usually more reliant on those 
plants than those farther removed 
with a broader customer base, 
said Albert J. Sumell, an econom¬ 
ics professor at Youngstown State 
University. 

Workers at a parts plant in Whit¬ 
by, Ontario, walked off the job in 
January to protest GM’s decision 
to shutter its Canadian plant while 
another nearby supplier plant an¬ 
nounced it will be forced to close. 

Many of the parts that flow into 
the transmission plant near Bal¬ 
timore come from other states 
and some are delivered from 
Mexico and Canada, said Guy 
White, a UAW shop chairman in 
Maryland. 

“There’s all sorts of suppliers. 
It’s huge,” he said. “We get stuff 
from all over the world.” 

Other jobs that are directly tied 
to the plant are more likely to be 
in jeopardy, including those who 
supply its machines or sort parts. 
White said. 

Some suppliers expect to with¬ 
stand the potential losses from GM 
because they have made moves to 
diversify their customer base in 
the years since the Great Reces¬ 
sion rocked the auto industry. 

Jamestown Industries, a small 
operation that supplies front and 
rear bumper covers for the Cruze, 
hopes its efforts to secure new 
business will allow its Youngstown 
plant to keep going. 

The idea is to add work in 
warehousing, logistics and pack¬ 
aging outside of the automotive 
industry, said Lawrence Long, 
the company’s vice president of 
development. 

The plant is down from three 
shifts to one and now is poised to 
lose its biggest customer. Melissa 
Green, who has worked there 14 
years, isn’t optimistic and is mak¬ 


There’s 
all sorts of 
suppliers. 
It’s huge. 
We get 
stuff from 
all over the 
world. ^ 

Guy White 

UAW shop 
chairman 


ing plans to switch to a career in 
nursing. 

She’ll be able to go to school for 
free through a state program that 
assists laid-off workers but still 
will need another job once her un¬ 
employment benefits run out. 

What also worries her is what 
will happen to the older workers 
who are just shy of retirement 
age. 

“A lot of them don’t know 
what they’re going to do,” she 
said. “Hopefully, they can find 
something because they have to 
survive.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 4). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 4). 

British pound (Feb. 4). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 4). 

South Korean won (Feb. 4). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan) 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar).., 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal), 
Singapore (Dollar)..., 

South Korea (Won).., 
Switzerland (Franc)., 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 


...$1.1777 

...€0.8491 

.$1.34 

.94.00 

. 1,090.00 


1.3119 


.6.7349 

.6.5081 

.17.6821 

.$1.1470/0.8718 

.7.8471 

.277.20 

3 6294 
109 23 
0 3031 

.8.4280 

52 27 
3 73 

.3.7508 

.1.3496 

.1,118.16 

.0.9946 

.31.27 

....5.2270 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 
3-month bill.. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 




The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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-OR 50 WE ONE WHO'S 
NOT A DICKENS 
EXPERT, SHE SURE 
USED HIS NWWE 




PNM4. iNHEH 
TVWNC:* XOU 

OOUUDTWNKof 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Mattress option 
5 NASCAR 
advertiser 
8 Wild guess 
12 Supervisor 

14 “Yes —?” 

15 Accidentally 

16 Late July babies 

17 Since Jan. 1 

18 12-year-olds, e.g. 
20 Bjorn Borg, 

for one 


DOWN 

1 Watch chain 

2 Wall climber 

3 Fun and 
games 

4 Dr. Jekyll’s 
alter ego 

5 Fax 

6 Sleuth 

7 Sham 

8 Grave 

9 Genealogy chart 

10 Soon, poetically 


23 Joe of 

“GoodFellas” 

25 Talking heads’ 
opinions 

26 Spiced tea 

27 British noble 
29 Ersatz 

31 Pro Bowl stats 

33 Zedong follower 

34 Sushi condiment 

36 Ocean motion 

37 Fir coat 
38“—a roll!” 


IV£ $££fJ M mot 
LOT OF M0m& £I/£K 
6m£ TU£Y cur rU£M 
ALL POW/J TO TWO 
MIMIJTFC. 




AK£ YOU ' WU£I\1 IT ' 
TALKim AWOU ' ^noW^ TU£ 
TRAtL£RS^ 

MIPPLF ANP 
cm IT’$ A 

Hom. 





ist.l!! Kh^ festyres 

EtZARKO.COlA 

F9 £»Loo 1 c,<;oyh/ Ks^rroComit;^ 

STOPiqg 


23 Salon request 

24 Actress Elisabeth 

25 Act of contrition 

28 Knight’s 
address 

29 Persnickety 

30 Fez, e.g. 

32 Woo 

34 City district 

35 BMW rival 

36 Follows 

37 Mississippi city 

40 Venus, to Serena 

41 Mine, in Montreal 

42 Astaire specialty 

47 Scepters 

48 Valuable volume 

49 Make a sweater 

50 “Rah!” 

51 Not busy 

2-4 


11 Employer 
13 Fill fully 

19 Fay of “King 
Kong” 

20 Snake’s warning 

21 Spinning sound 

22 Modern money 


39 California city 

40 Agile 

43 Motorist’s org. 

44 Silent assent 

45 Army rank 
(Abbr.) 

46 Scrape (out) 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


FPIHWLPZSU MXOUPIF 
DWXSLZF BFW BSI TXWBX 
VWL TMMCPXO S FKOM 
CWKUHLR VSLD: TPXO 

F M X X M L R . 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT SHOULD THEY 
NAME A CASUAL MEXICAN RESTAURANT IN AN 
EAST-CENTRAL TEXAS CITY? “WACO TACO.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals H 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 i Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

i&a 1 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


ClassifledsI 



































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, February 4,2019 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Promoted Chad Hall 
to wide receivers coach. Named Ken 
Dorsey quarterbacks coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Fined Ottawa F Zack Smith and 
Tampa Bay F Nikita Kucherov $5,000 each 
for rough play during separate games on 
Feb. 1. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Placed F Remi Elie 
on waivers. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled D Rinat 
Valiev from Stockton (AHL). 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Placed D 
Martin Marincin on waivers. 

COLLEGE 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Announced the 
resignation of Kyle Blaser, men’s golf 
coach. 


Tennis 


Thailand Open 

At True Arena Hua Hin 
Hua Hin, Thaiiand 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Championship 

Dayana Yastremska (8), Ukraine, def. 
Ajia Tomljanovic (6), Australia, 6-2, 2-6, 
7-6 (3). 

Doubies 

Championship 

Irina-Camelia Begu and Monica 
Niculescu (2), Romania, def. Anna Blink¬ 
ova, Russia, and Wang Yafan, China, 2-6, 
6-1, 12-10. 

St. Petersburg Ladies Trophy 

Saturday 
Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Semifinals 

Kiki Bertens (2), Netherlands, def. Ary- 
na Sabalenka (4), Belarus, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Donna Vekic (8), Croatia, def. Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Semifinals 

Margarita Gasparyan and Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, def. Lara Arruabar- 
rena, Spain, and Alexandra Panova, Rus¬ 
sia, 6-0, 6-2. 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 


American International 6, Niagaras 
Arizona St. 4, RIT 2 
Bentley 4, Air Force 0 
Clarkson 3, Princeton 1 
Cornell 1, RPI 1, OT 
Holy Cross 5, Army 4 
Maine 5, New Hampshire 3 
Mercyhurst 1, Canislus 1, OT 
Quinnipiac 7, St. Lawrence 2 
Sacred Heart 3, Robert Morris 1 
Union (NY) 6, Colgate 0 
Vermont 1, Providence 1, OT 
Yale 4, Brown 3 

MIDWEST 
Adrian 3, Aurora 1 
Lake Superior St. 4, Ferris St. 2 
Minnesota 4, Michigan 3 
Minnesota St. 4, Ala.-Huntsville 0 
N. Michigan 3, Bowling Green 2 
Ohio St. 2, Notre Dame 0 
Omaha 6, W. Michigan 3 
St. Cloud St. 5, Miami 1 
Wisconsin 2, Michigan St. 2, OT 
WEST 

Denver 2, North Dakota 1,20T 
Minn.-Duluth 5, Colorado College 0 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Augusta 17-3, Mars Hill 6-8 
Flagler 11-15, Barton 0-8 
Peru St. 6-10, Avila 4-0 
MIDWEST 
Bryan 13-11, Clarke 5-7 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Tennessee (20-1) beat Texas A&M 
93-76. Next: vs. Missouri, Tuesday. 

2. Duke (19-2) beat St. John’s 91-61. 
Next: vs. Boston College, Tuesday. 

3. Virginia (20-1) beat Miami 56-46. 
Next: vs. No. 2 Duke. 

4. Gonzaga (21-2) beat San Diego 85- 
69. Next: vs. San Francisco, Thursday. 

5. Michigan (20-2) did not play. Next: 
at Rutgers, Tuesday. 

6. Michigan State (1^ _ 

79-75, OT. Next: at Illinois, Tuesday. 

7. Kentucky (18-3) beat Florida 65-54. 
Next: vs. South Carolina, Tuesday. 

8. Nevada (21-1) beat Boise State 93- 
73. Next: at Colorado State, Wednesday. 

9. North Carolina (17-4) beat No. 15 
Louisville 79-69. Next: vs. No. 23 N.C. 
State, Tuesday. 

10. Marquette (19-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. St. John’s, Tuesday. 

11. Kansas (17-5) beat No. 16 Texas 
Tech 79-63. Next: at Kansas State, Tues- 

12. Virginia Tech (18-3) beat No. 23 
N.C. State 47-24. Next: vs. No. 15 Louis¬ 
ville, Monday. 

13. Houston (21-1) did not play. Next: 
at UCF, Thursday. 

14. Villanova (17-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Georgetown, Sunday. 

15. Louisville (16-6) lost to No. 9 North 
Carolina 79-69. Next: at No. 12 Virginia 
Tech, Monday. 

16. Texas Tech (17-5) lost to No. 11 
Kansas 79-63. Next: vs. West Virginia, 
Monday. 

17. Purdue (15-6) did not play. Next: vs. 
Minnesota, Sunday. 

18. Buffalo (19-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Central Michigan. 

19. LSU (17-4) lost to Arkansas 90- 
89. Next: at No. 22 Mississippi State, 
Wednesday. 

20. Iowa State (17-5) beat Texas 65-60. 
Next: at Oklahoma, Monday. 

21. Maryland (17-6) did not play. Next: 
at Nebraska, Wednesday. 

22. Mississippi State (16-5) beat Mis¬ 
sissippi 81-75. Next: vs. No. 19 LSU, 
Wednesday. 

23. N.C. State (16-6) lost to No. 12 Vir¬ 
ginia Tech 47-24. Next: at No. 9 North 
Carolina, Tuesday. 

24. Wisconsin (16-6) did not play. Next: 
at Minnesota, Wednesday. 

25. Florida State (16-5) beat Georgia 
Tech 59-49. Next: at Syracuse, Tuesday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 64, Binghamton 50 
American U. 66, Holy Cross 49 
Boston U. 76, Colgate 68 
Bucknell 94, Lafayette 66 
CCSU 64, Bryant 59 
Fairfield 57, Marist 52 
Fairleigh Dickinson 97, Robert Morris 
94, 20T 

Harvard 68, Brown 47 
Lehigh 75, Army 70 
Manhattan 64, St. Peter’s 50 
Md.-Eastern Shore 63, SC State 61 
Monmouth (NJ) 75, Rider 71 
Navy 71, Loyola (Md.) 68 
Northeastern 75, Hofstra 61 
Notre Dame 79, Boston College 73 
Penn 72, Columbia 70 
Princeton 70, Cornell 61, OT 
Rhode Island 65, Saint Louis 54 
Sacred Heart 71, St. Francis Brooklyn 

62 

Saint Joseph’s 64, UMass 62 
Savannah St. 76, Delaware St. 73 
Siena 56, Iona 54 

St. Francis (Pa.) 72, Mount St. Mary’s 
63 

Stony Brook 86, Hartford 77 
Syracuse 65, Pittsburgh 56 
Vermont 74, Mass.-Lowell 65 
Wagner 71, LIU Brooklyn 59 
West Virginia 79, Oklahoma 71 
Yale 89, Dartmouth 68 
SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 76, Southern U. 64 
Appalachian St. 85, Louisiana-Monroe 
84 

Arkansas 90, LSU 89 
Auburn 84, Alabama 63 
Austin Peay 74, Jacksonville St. 71 
Belmont 82, UT Martin 67 
Bethune-Cookman 74, NC Central 64 
Campbell 83, Longwood 62 
Charleston Southern 90, SC-Upstate 
71 

Coastal Carolina 96, Louislana-Lafay- 
ette 79 

Coll, of Charleston 54, Towson 53 
Coppin St. 73, Morgan St. 71 
Drexel 67, Elon 63 
Duke 91, St. John’s 61 
ETSU 77, Chattanooga 64 
FlU 75, Louisiana Tech 69 
Florida A&M 63, NC A&T 39 
Florida Gulf Coast 73, Jacksonville 60 
Florida St. 59, Georgia Tech 49 
Furman 74, Mercer 63 
Gardner-Webb 82, UNC-Asheville 81, 
OT 

Georgia St. 81, Georgia Southern 72 
Grambling St. 79, Ark.-Pine Bluff 55 
High Point 85, Hampton 69 
Jackson St. 61, MVSU 57 
James Madison 104, UNC-Wilmington 
95 

Kentucky 65, Florida 54 
La Salle 66, Richmond 58 
Lamar 84, McNeese St. 75 
Liberty 77, NJIT 57 
Lipscomb 102, North Alabama 80 
Middle Tennessee 79, UAB 78 
Mississippi St. 81, Mississippi 75 
Murray St. 67, Tennessee Tech 63 
New Orleans 89, Incarnate Word 72 
Norfolk St. 80, Howard 78 
North Carolina 79, Louisville 69 
North Texas 73, Charlotte 66 


Old Dominion 80, Rice 76 
Radford 80, Winthrop 61 
SE Louisiana 91, Nicholls 70 
Samford 92, W. Carolina 81 
South Alabama 81, Troy 75 
South Carolina 86, Georgia 80 
South Florida 84, Memphis 78 
Southern Miss. 74, FAU 72 
Stetson 92, Kennesaw St. 75 
Temple 75, Tulane 67 
Tennessee St. 79, SE Missouri 50 
UTSA 116, Marshall 106, OT 
VCU 79, George Mason 63 
Virginia 56, Miami 46 
Virginia Tech 47, NC State 24 
W. Kentucky 76, UTEP 59 
William & Mary 84, Delaware 63 
Wofford 99, The Citadel 61 
MIDWEST 
Akron 65, Ohio 53 
Butler 70, Seton Hall 68 
Cent. Michigan 85, W. Michigan 64 
Cincinnati 73, SMU 68 
Dayton 68, Duquesne 64 
DePaul 67, Providence 55 
Drake 68, Indiana St. 62 
Evansville 64, Valparaiso 53 
Illinois 71, Nebraska 64 
Illinois St. 65, Loyola of Chicago 57 
Indiana 79, Michigan St. 75, OT 
Iowa St. 65, Texas 60 
Kansas 79, Texas Tech 63 
Kent St. 83, Ball St. 80, OT 
Miami (Ohio) 59, E. Michigan 48 
Missouri 77, Vanderbilt 67 
Morehead St. 84, E. Illinois 78 
N. Dakota St. 78, W. Illinois 76 
N. Iowa 64, Missouri St. 59 
Oakland 83, Cleveland St. 68 
Ohio St. 76, Rutgers 62 
Rio Grande 75, UMKC 63 

S. Illinois 72, Bradley 68 
SlU-Edwardsville 88, E. Kentucky 82, 
!OT 

Toledo 69, N. Illinois 55 
Wichita St. 79, Tulsa 68 
Youngstown St. 72, Detroit 70 
SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas St. 84, UALR 83 
Baylor 90, TCU 64 

Houston Baptist 73, Texas A&M-CC 72 


Sam Houston St. 94, Stephen F. Austin 
72 

Tennessee 93, Texas A&M 76 
Texas Southern 83, Alabama St. 59 
Texas-Arllngton 84, Texas State 77, 
20T 

FAR WEST 

BYU 67, Loyola Marymount 49 

CS Northridge 83, Cal Poly 65 

California Baptist 75, Seattle 64 

Colorado 73, Oregon 51 

Colorado St. 85, Air Force 53 

E. Washington 82, S. Utah 79 

Fresno St. 82, New Mexico 70 

Gonzaga 85, San Diego 69 

Grand Canyon 72, CS Bakersfield 59 

Idaho St. 69, Portland St. 67 

Montana 83, Montana St. 78 

N. Arizona 86, Idaho 73 

Nevada 93, Boise St. 73 

New Mexico St. 83, Chicago St. 39 

Oregon St. 81, Utah 72 

Pacific 66, Pepperdine 59 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 86, San Francisco 

80 

San Diego St. 67, San Jose St. 56 
Santa Clara 69, Portland 63, OT 
Southern Cal 93, Washington St. 84 
UC Davis 84, UC Riverside 71 
UC Irvine 82, Long Beach St. 80 
Utah St. 82, UNLV 65 
Washington 69, UCLA 55 
Weber St. 75, Sacramento St. 65 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Baylor (19-1) beat Texas Tech 96-37. 
Next: at No. 12 Texas, Monday. 

2. UConn (19-2) beat Cincinnai 65-55. 
Next: vs. East Carolina, Wednesday. 

3. Louisville (21-1) beat Clemson 76-44. 
Next: vs. No. 18 Syracuse, Thursday. 

4. Oregon (20-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Colorado, Sunday. 

5. Notre Dame (20-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

6. Mississippi State (20-1) did not play. 
Next: at Alabama, Sunday. 

7. N.C. State (21-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. North Carolina, Sunday. 

8. Stanford (17-3) vs. California. Next: 
vs. No. 9 Oregon State, Friday. 

9. Oregon State (18-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 14 Utah, Sunday. 

10. Marquette (18-3) did not play. Next: 
at DePaul, Sunday. 

11. Maryland (19-2) did not play. Next: 
at Illinois, Monday. 

12. Texas (18-4) beat Oklahoma 76-67. 
Next: vs. No. 1 Baylor, Monday. 

13. Iowa (16-5) did not play. Next: at 
Penn State, Sunday. 

14. Utah (18-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 9 Oregon State, Sunday. 

15. Gonzaga (20-2) at Saint Mary’s. 
Next: at Portland, Saturday. 

16. South Carolina (15-5) did not play. 
Next: at Arkansas, Sunday. 

17. Rutgers (17-4) did not play. Next: at 
Minnesota, Sunday. 

18. Syracuse (17-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 3 Louisville, Thursday. 

19. Kentucky (17-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Florida, Sunday. 

20. Texas A&M (17-4) did not play. 
Next: at Mississippi, Sunday. 

21. Arizona State (15-6) did not play. 
Next: at Washington State, Thursday. 

22. Michigan State (15-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Purdue, Sunday. 

23. Iowa State (17-5) beat Kansas State 
81-52. Next: vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

24. Florida State (18-3) did not play. 


Next: vs. Wake Forest, Sunday. 

25. BYU (17-5) lost to Pepperdine 79-65. 
Next: vs. Saint Mary’s, Thursday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 71, Binghamton 62 
American U. 71, Colgate 66 
Bucknell 62, Boston U. 58 
CCSU 66, Bryant 65 
Canlsius 78, St. Peter’s 59 
Delaware St. 66, Savannah St. 58 
Hartford 73, Stony Brook 62 
Harvard 100, Brown 83 
Holy Cross 56, Lafayette 53 
Lehigh 66, Navy 55 
Loyola (Md.) 70, Army 51 
Maine 69, New Hampshire 45 
Md.-Eastern Shore 63, SC State 43 
Niagara 72, Iona 53 
Penn 72, Columbia 60 
Princeton 75, Cornell 46 
Robert Morris 63, Fairleigh Dickinson 
43 

St. Francis (Pa.) 83, Mount St. Mary’s 
72 

St. Francis Brooklyn 56, Sacred Heart 
53 

Vermont 52, Mass.-Lowell 42 
Wagner 72, LIU Brooklyn 62 
Yale 64, Dartmouth 49 

SOUTH 

Appalachian St. 80, Louisiana-Monroe 
58 

Belmont 100, UT Martin 86 
Bethune-Cookman 72, NC Central 54 
Charleston Southern 63, Presbyterian 
55 

Chattanooga 64, UNC-Greensboro 54 
Coastal Carolina 76, Louisiana-Lafay- 
ette 58 

ETSU88,W. Carolina 80 
East Carolina 63, Tulane 61 
Florida Gulf Coast 82, Jacksonville 58 
Georgia St. 83, Georgia Southern 66 
Grambling St. 77, Ark.-Pine Bluff 57 
High Point 82, Hampton 73 
Howard 74, Norfolk St. 70 
Jackson St. 87, MVSU 56 
Jacksonville St. 67, Austin Peay 56 
Lamar 64, McNeese St. 62 
Liberty 58, NJIT 47 
Longwood 85, Gardner-Webb 79 
Louisiana Tech 90, FlU 72 
Louisville 76, Clemson 44 
Memphis 59, Tulsa 56 
Mercer 75, Furman 60 
Middle Tennessee 60, UAB 44 
Morgan St. 74, Coppin St. 57 
N. Kentucky 78, Ill.-Chicago 44 
NC A&T 56, Florida A&M 48 
New Orleans 58, Incarnate Word 55 
Nicholls 73, SE Louisiana 66 
North Alabama 81, Lipscomb 60 
Radford 82, SC-Upstate 41 
South Alabama 80, Troy 77 
Southern Miss. 67, FAU 45 
Southern U. 75, Alcorn St. 54 
Stetson 76, Kennesaw St. 69 
Tennessee St. 62, SE Missouri 59 
Tennessee Tech 74, Murray St. 65 
UNC-Asheville 70, Winthrop 36 
Wofford 71, Samford 62 
MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 76, Buffalo 65 
Cleveland St. 98, Oakland 90 
Green Bay 59, Milwaukee 45 
Iowa St. 81, Kansas St. 52 
Kent St. 73, Akron 58 
Miami (Ohio) 81, W. Michigan 62 
Morehead St. 67, E. Illinois 57 
N. Illinois 68, E. Michigan 65 
New Mexico St. 87, Chicago St. 66 
Ohio 94, Ball St. 62 
Rio Grande 75, UMKC 56 
SlU-Edwardsville 74, E. Kentucky 55 
South Dakota 71, Purdue Fort Wayne 
49 

Temple 65, Wichita St. 40 
Toledo 76, Bowling Green 56 
UConn 65, Cincinnati 55 
Wright St. 66, lUPUl 59 
Youngstown St. 91, Detroit 45 
SOUTHWEST 

Alabama St. 58, Texas Southern 51 
Baylor 96, Texas Tech 37 
Cent. Arkansas 74, Northwestern St. 
52 

Houston 69, SMU 68 

Marshall 79, UTSA 72 

North Texas 68, Charlotte 63 

Prairie View 77, Alabama A&M 65 

Rice 48, Old Dominion 42 

S. Dakota St. 74, Oral Roberts 65 

Stephen F. Austin 78, Sam Houston St. 

68 

Texas 76, Oklahoma 67 
Texas A&M-CC 70, Houston Baptist 56 
Texas-Arlington 68, Texas State 53 
UALR 68, Arkansas St. 55 
W. Kentucky 64, UTEP 61 
FAR WEST 
Boise St. 80, Nevada 65 
CS Bakersfield 59, Grand Canyon 46 
California Baptist 100, Seattle 83 
Colorado St. 55, Air Force 48 
E. Washington 64, N. Arizona 62 
Gonzaga 66, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 52 
Hawaii 70, Cal Poly 52 
Idaho 82, S. Utah 70 
Idaho St. 58, Portland St. 57 
Long Beach St. 59, Cal St.-Fullerton 53 
Loyola Marymount 83, San Diego 57 
Montana St. 74, Montana 52 
New Mexico 82, Fresno St. 73 
Pacific 87, Portland 77 
Pepperdine 79, BYU 65 
Sacramento St. 77, Weber St. 62 
San Diego St. 69, San Jose St. 68 
San Francisco 57, Santa Clara 49 
Stanford 75, California 50 
UC Davis 70, CS Northridge 54 
UC Riverside 73, UC Santa Barbara 60 
UNLV 77, Utah St. 56 


Phoenix Open 

PGA TOUR 
Saturday 
At TPC Scottsdale 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Purse: $7.1 mil 
Yardage: 7,261; 
Third I- 


Rickie Fowler 
Matt Kuchar 
Justin Thomas 
Byeong Hun An 
Branden Grace 
Gary Woodland 
Bubba Watson 
Harold Varner III 
Martin Laird 
Trey Mullinax 
Cameron Smith 
Jason Kokrak 
Chris Stroud 
Sungjae Im 
Chez Reavie 
Charley Hoffman 
Tom Hoge 
J.B. Holmes 
Jhonattan Vegas 
Brandon Harkins 
Denny McCarthy 
Ollle Schniederjans 
Nick Watney 
Russell Henley 
Jon Rahm 
Xander Schauffele 
Russell Knox 
HIdeki Matsuyama 
Bud Cauley 
Webb Simpson 
Chesson Hadley 
David Hearn 
Hunter Mahan 
Zach Johnson 
J.T. Poston 
Tyrrell Hatton 
Emiliano Grillo 
Danny Lee 
Jimmy Walker 
Beau Hossler 
Carlos Ortiz 
Adam Hadwin 
Kevin Streelman 
Scott Piercy 
Max Homa 
Stewart Cink 
Matthew Wolff 
Kevin Kisner 
John Huh 
Andrew Landry 
John Catlin 
J.J. Spaun 
Sam Ryder 
Kiradech Aphibarnrat 
Ryan Palmer 
Cameron Champ 
James Hahn 
Grayson Murray 
Brian Harman 
Alex Noren 
Chris Kirk 
Richy Werenski 
Brandt Snedeker 
Brian Stuard 
Keegan Bradley 
Billy Horschel 
Freddie Jacobson 
Brian Gay 
Adam Schenk 


i-193 -20 
1-197 -16 
i-198 -15 
i-200 -13 
1-200 -13 
i-201 -12 
[-201 -12 
!-203 -10 
1-203 -10 
:-203 -10 
-203 -10 
1-204 -9 
66-67-204 -9 

68- 67-204 -9 

69- 64-204 -9 
68-70-204 -9 
68-69-204 -9 

68- 68-205 -8 

69- 66-205 -8 
66-69-205 -8 

65- 71-205 -8 
69-69-205 -8 
69-69-205 -8 
68-69-205 -8 

68- 70-205 -8 
72-67-206 -7 

66- 69-206 -7 

69- 69-206 -7 


i-71-206 -7 


68-69-: 

67- 69-1.. _ 
74-68-207 -6 
71-70-207 -6 
73-67-207 -6 

68- 67-207 -6 

69- 66-207 -6 
71-66-207 -6 
‘3-70-208 -5 
67-69-208 -5 
67-70-208 -5 
71-71-208 -5 


69- 72-: 

67- 71-: 

70- 71-: 

71- 71-: 

69- 71-: 

72- 70-: 
72-70-: 
72-69-: 
72-69-: 

70- 69-: 

69- 73-: 

70- 72-: 
69-71-: 
69-75-: 

68- 73-: 

72- 72-: 

73- 72-: 

71- 71-: 


Saudi internationai 

Saturday 

Royal Greens Golf & CC 
King Abdulla Economic City, Saudi Arabia 
Yardage: 7,010; Par: 70 
Final 

Dustin Johnson, US 68-61-65-67-261 

Li Haotong, China 67-65-62-69-263 

Tom Lewis, England 71-66-62-65-264 

Lee Min Woo, Australia 69-70-63-63 -265 

Alexander Levy, France 69-65-67-65-266 

Joost Luiten, Netherlands 66-71-69-63 -269 

B. Dechambeau, US 68-68-68-65-269 

Ian Poulter, England 68-67-68-66-269 

Scott Hend, Australia 70-63-69-67-269 

Ryan Fox, New Zealand 67-67-67-68-269 

Justin Harding, S. Africa 65-72-70-63-270 

Gavin Green, Malaysia 68-68-67-67-270 

Bradley Dredge, Wales 67-70-72-62 -271 

Victor Perez, France 66-70-71-64-271 

Richard Sterne, S. Africa 66-68-70-67-271 

Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France 69-71-63-68-271 

Ross Fischer, England 65-72-65-69-271 


US Men’s 2019 scheduie 

(Won 2, Lost 0) 

Sunday, Jan. 27 — United States 3, 
Panama 0 

Saturday, Feb. 2 — United States 2, 
Costa Rica 0 

Thursday, March 21 — vs. Ecuador at 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tuesday, March 26 — vs. Chile at 
Houston 

a-Tuesday, June 18 — vs. TBA at St. 
Paul, Minn. 

a-Saturday, June 22 — vs. TBA at 

Cleveland 

a-Wednesday, June 26 — vs. TBA at 
Kansas City, Kan. 

a-CONCACAF Gold Cup 

Saturday 

US 2 , Costa Rica 0 

At San Jose, Calif. 

Costa Rica 0 0-0 

United States 0 2-2 

Second half—1, United States, Lletget 
(Lewis), 80th minute. 2, United States, 
Arriola (Lletget), 88th minute. 

Yellow cards—Fuller, CR, 53rd; Zim¬ 
merman, US, 72nd. Red cards—None. 

A-13,656. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 37 16 .698 - 

Philadelphia 34 19 .642 3 

Boston 33 19 .635 3'/2 

Brooklyn 28 26 .519 9'/2 

New York 10 41 .196 26 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 26 26 .500 - 

Miami 24 27 .471 l'/2 

Washington 22 30 .423 4 

Orlando 22 31 .415 4'/2 

Atlanta 17 35 .327 9 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 38 13 .745 - 

Indiana 33 19 .635 5'/2 

Detroit 22 29 .431 16 

Chicago 12 41 .226 27 

Cleveland 11 42 .208 28 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 32 22 .593 - 

Houston 30 22 .577 1 

Dallas 24 28 .462 7 

New Orleans 23 30 .434 &/i 

Memphis 20 33 .377 ll'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 37 15 .712 - 

Oklahoma City 33 18 .647 3V'2 

Portland 32 20 .615 5 

Utah 30 24 .556 8 

Minnesota 25 27 .481 12 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 37 15 .712 - 

L.A. Clippers 29 24 .547 8'/2 

Sacramento 27 25 .519 10 

L.A. Lakers 27 26 .509 10'4 

Phoenix 11 43 .204 27 

Saturday’s games 
L.A. Clippers 111, Detroit 101 
Charlotte 125, Chicago 118 
Milwaukee 131, Washington 115 
Orlando 102, Brooklyn 89 
Dallas 111, Cleveland 98 
Indiana 95, Miami 88 
Golden State 115, L.A. Lakers 101 
San Antonio 113, New Orleans 108 
Atlanta 118, Phoenix 112 
Denver 107, Minnesota 106 
Houston 125, Utah 98 
Sacramento 115, Philadelphia 108 
Sunday’s games 
Memphis at New York 
Oklahoma City at Boston 
L.A. Clippers at Toronto 

Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Washington 
Denver at Detroit 
Milwaukee at Brooklyn 
Indiana at New Orleans 
Houston at Phoenix 
San Antonio at Sacramento 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Detroit at New York 
Minnesota at Memphis 
Orlando at Oklahoma City 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Miami at Portland 

Saturday 

Rockets 125, Jazz 98 

HOUSTON - Ennis III 4-8 2-2 10, Tucker 

1- 6 0-0 2, Faded 6-9 4-4 16, Harden 12-22 
15-15 43, Gordon 4-12 0-2 9, Hartenstein 
0-0 0-0 0, Chriss 0-1 0-0 0, Clark 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nene 2-4 0-2 4, Green 7-12 4-5 25, Rivers 

4- 13 5-7 16. Totals 40-87 30-37 125. 

UTAH - Ingles 4-12 0-0 11, Crowder 4- 

13 0-2 11, Gobert 3-8 4-6 10, Rubio 0-4 6-6 
6, Mitchell 7-24 10-11 26, O’Neale 4-9 1-2 
10, Cavanaugh 1-1 0-0 2, Udoh 1-1 0-0 2, 
Favors 2-2 0-0 4, Niang 2-4 1-2 6, Korver 
3-6 1-3 8, Mitrou-Long 0-1 0-0 0, Allen 0-1 

2- 4 2. Totals 31-86 25-36 98. 

Houston 31 32 28 34-125 

Utah 27 23 19 29- 98 

Three-point goals—Houston 15-39 
(Green 7-12, Harden 4-12, Rivers 3-6, Gor¬ 
don 1-4, Ennis III 0-2, Tucker 0-3), Utah 
11-41 (Ingles 3-8, Crowder 3-10, Mitchell 2- 
10, Niang 1-2, Korver 1-3, O’Neale 1-4, Mi¬ 
trou-Long 0-1, Allen 0-1, Rubio 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Faried. Rebounds—Houston 48 
(Faried, Harden 12), Utah 51 (Gobert 13). 
Assists—Houston 17 (Rivers, Harden 5), 
Utah 19 (Mitchell 9). Total Fouls-Houston 
29, Utah 21. Technicals—Rivers, Gordon, 
Utah coach Jazz (Defensive three second), 
Gobert, O’Neale. A-18,306 (18,306). 

Clippers 111, Pistons 101 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 2-7 0-0 6, Har¬ 
ris 3-12 0-0 7, Gortat 0-2 0-0 0, Gilgeous- 
Alexander 4-9 5-8 14, Beverley 1-1 1-2 4, 
Scott 5-6 2-2 15, Motley 0-0 0-0 0, Harrell 
8-13 0-5 16, Marj'anovic 4-6 2-6 10, Rob¬ 
inson 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 13-26 11-11 39, 
Wallace 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-82 21-34 111. 

DETROIT - Bullock 5-6 4-4 19, Griffin 9- 
23 3-4 24, Drummond 5-8 2-4 12, Jackson 
11-22 2-2 29, Brown 0-5 0-2 0, Johnson 1-3 
0-0 3, Pachulia 1-2 3-4 5, Galloway 0-5 0-0 
0, Smith 2-4 0-0 6, Kennard 1-5 0-0 3. To¬ 
tals 35-83 14-20 101. 

LA. Clippers 22 25 29 35-111 

Detroit 40 25 22 14-101 

Three-point goals—L.A 10-20 (Scott 

3- 3, Williams 2-4, Bradley 2-4, Beverley 

1-1, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-3, Harris 1- 
5), Detroit 17-42 (Bullock 5-5, Jackson 

5- 9, Griffin 3-12, Smith 2-2, Johnson 1-3, 
Kennard 1-4, Drummond 0-1, Galloway 
0-3, Brown 0-3). Fouled Out—Drummond. 
Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 47 (Marjanovic 
10), Detroit 38 (Griffin, Drummond 11). 
Assists—L.A. Clippers 22 (Williams 9), 
Detroit 21 (Jackson 7). Total Fouls—L.A. 
24, Detroit 27. Technicals—L.A. coach 
(Defensive three second), L.A. coach Doc 
Rivers. A-17,862 (20,491). 


Hawks 118, Suns 112 

ATLANTA - Prince 3-6 2-2 9, Collins 
13-20 7-11 35, Dedmon 4-8 0-0 11, Young 
9-21 5-7 27, Huerter 4-9 0-0 10, Bembry 1-2 
0-0 2, Spellman 0-1 0-0 0, Len 3-7 1-2 7, Lin 

3- 5 1-1 8, Carter 0-0 0-0 0, Bazemore 3-5 
2-3 9. Totals 43-84 18-26 118. 

PHOENIX- Bridges 7-10 1-3 20, Jack- 
son 10-15 4-9 25, Ayton 5-15 3-3 13, Okobo 

4- 7 0-0 9, Booker 13-27 2-3 32, Oubre Jr. 5- 
16 0-0 11, Holmes 1-4 0-0 2, Evans 0-0 0-0 0, 
Crawford 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 45-96 10-18 112. 

Atlanta 33 25 28 32-118 

Phoenix 30 27 31 24-112 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 14-32 

(Young 4-10, Dedmon 3-6, Collins 2-4, 
Huerter 2-6, Lin 1-1, Bazemore 1-2, Prince 
1-2, Spellman 0-1), Phoenix 12-32 (Bridges 

5- 7, Booker 4-10, Jackson 1-3, Okobo 1-4, 
Oubre Jr. 1-7, Crawford 0-1). Fouled Out— 
Dedmon. Rebounds—Atlanta 53 (Collins 
16), Phoenix 37 (Ayton 11). Assists—At¬ 
lanta 21 (Young 8), Phoenix 31 (Okobo 


Nuisets 107, T-wolves 106 

DENVER - Barton 7-17 3-4 20, Millsap 
0-2 0-0 0, Jokic 4-13 5-8 13, Morris 7-13 2-2 
17, Beasley 9-14 0-0 22, Hernangomez 3- 
5 0-0 8, Craig 2-5 0-0 4, Lyles 8-13 0-0 19, 
Plumlee 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 42-88 10-14 107. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 4-10 2-2 10, 
Gibson 4-6 0-0 8, Towns 12-19 5-9 31, Bay- 
less 6-12 0-0 15, Okogie 1-4 1-2 4, Deng 4- 
11 1-1 11, Tolliver 1-1 0-0 3, Saric 2-7 0-0 6, 
Dieng 4-6 2-2 10, Rose 4-10 0-0 8, Canaan 
0-3 0-0 0. Totals 42-89 11-16 106. 

Denver 29 32 28 18-107 

Minnesota 38 26 24 18-106 

Three-point goals—Denver 13-33 (Bea¬ 
sley 4-7, Lyles 3-6, Barton 3-9, Hernango¬ 
mez 2-3, Morris 1-3, Millsap 0-1, Jokic 0-2, 
Craig 0-2), Minnesota 11-34 (Bayless 3-7, 
Saric 2-4, Deng 2-5, Towns 2-5, Tolliver 

1-1, Okogie 1-3, Dieng 0-1, Rose 0-2, Wig¬ 
gins 0-3, Canaan 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Denver 48 (Jokic 16), Minne¬ 
sota 41 (Towns 12). Assists—Denver 29 
(Morris, Jokic 10), Minnesota 27 (Bayless 

10) . Total Fouls—Denver 16, Minnesota 
15. Technicals-Jokic. A-17,208 (19,356). 

Warriors 115, Lakers 101 

LA. LAKERS - Caldwell-Pope 5-9 0-3 
12, Kuzma 4-12 4-4 13, Zubac 5-11 0-1 10, 
Rondo 5-14 1-2 12, Ingram 9-21 2-2 20, 
Beasley 2-4 2-2 6, Mykhailiuk 1-1 0-0 2, 
McGee 4-5 1-2 9, Wagner 3-3 0-1 7, Ste¬ 
phenson 4-13 0-0 10, Hart 0-2 0-0 0, Bonga 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-96 10-17 101. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 8-13 5-5 21, 
Green 2-5 0-0 4, Cousins 5-15 7-7 18, Curry 
5-15 2-3 14, Thompson 10-15 4-4 28, McK- 
innie 3-7 0-0 7, Derrickson 0-0 0-0 0, Jereb- 
ko 0-10-0 0, Bell 0-2 0-0 0, Looney 1-4 0-0 2, 
Livingston 1-3 0-0 2, Cook 1-3 0-0 2, Iguo- 
dala 7-9 0-0 17. Totals 43-92 18-19 115. 

L.A. Lakers 24 34 28 15-101 

Golden State 33 30 25 27-115 

Three-point goals—L.A. 7-27 (Caldwell- 
Pope 2-5, Stephenson 2-8, Wagner 1-1, Kuz¬ 
ma 1-4, Rondo 1-5, McGee 0-1, Hart 0-1, In¬ 
gram 0-2), Golden State 11-34 (Thompson 

4-7, Iguodala 3-4, Curry 2-9, McKinnie 1-4, 
Cousins 1-5, Jerebko 0-1, Cook 0-1, Green 
0-1, Durant 0-2). Rebounds—L.A. 49 (Zubac 
9), Golden State 45 (Cousins 10). Assists— 
LA. 23 (Rondo 11), Golden State 31 (Durant 

11) . Total Fouls-L.A. 18, Golden State 17. 
Technicals—L.A. coach (Defensive three 
second). Hart, Cousins, Durant. A—19,596. 


Spurs 113, Pelicans 108 

NEW ORLEANS - Miller 4-12 1-111, Hill 
0-5 2-2 2, Okafor 3-8 0-0 6, Jackson 10-20 
4-4 25, Holiday 6-16 2-2 15, Johnson 0-2 
0-0 0, Diallo 5-7 3-3 13, Frazier 4-10 0-0 9, 
Williams 5-7 0-0 12, Clark 6-9 0-0 15. To¬ 
tals 43-96 12-12 108. 

SAN ANTONIO - White 2-9 0-0 4, Gay 
6-10 2-2 17, Aldridge 12-20 1-1 25, Forbes 
3-8 5-5 12, DeRozan 3-10 7-8 13, Pondexter 
0-1 0-0 0, Bertans 2-6 1-2 5, Metu 0-2 0-0 
0, Poeltl 1-1 0-0 2, Gasol 3-6 0-0 6, Mills 5- 
9 0-0 12, Belinelli 7-10 0-0 17. Totals 44-92 
16-18 113. 

New Orleans 24 26 28 30-108 

San Antonio 35 28 31 19-113 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 10-35 
(Clark 3-5, Williams 2-4, Miller 2-8, Holi¬ 
day 1-4, Frazier 1-4, Jackson 1-7, Johnson 
0-1, Hill 0-2), San Antonio 9-23 (Gay 3-4, 
Belinelli 3-6, Mills 2-3, Forbes 1-4, Bertans 
0-3, White 0-3). Rebounds—New Orleans 

42 (Diallo, Williams 8), San Antonio 50 (Al¬ 
dridge 14). Assists—New Orleans 26 (Fra¬ 
zier 8), San Antonio 29 (DeRozan 5). Total 
Fouls—New Orleans 16, San Antonio 16. 
Technicals—DeRozan. A—18,354 (18,581). 

Pacers 95, Heat 88 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 13-19 2-2 31, 
Young 5-14 0-0 11, Turner 5-10 3-4 14, Col- 
lison 8-14 2-2 20, Joseph 2-8 0-0 4, Leaf 2-2 
0-0 4, Sabonis 1-7 5-8 7, Sumner 1-3 0-1 2, 
Holiday 1-5 0-0 2, Evans 0-7 0-0 0. Totals 
38-89 12-17 95. 

MIAMI - TJohnson 1-6 0-0 3, J.Johnson 

1- 3 0-0 2, Whiteside 9-13 1-5 19, Winslow 2- 
6 2-2 7, Richardson 3-7 7-8 14, Olynyk 5-11 

2- 3 14, Adebayo 1-2 3-4 5, Waiters 1-8 0-0 3, 
Wade 7-15 4-4 21. Totals 30-71 19-26 88. 

Indiana 21 32 31 11-95 

Miami 27 27 23 11-88 

Three-point goals—Indiana 7-24 (Bog¬ 
danovic 3-7, Collison 2-2, Young 1-1, 
Turner 1-3, Holiday 0-1, Sumner 0-2, Sa¬ 
bonis 0-2, Joseph 0-3, Evans 0-3), Miami 
9-30 (Wade 3-6, Olynyk 2-7, Richardson 
1-1, T.Johnson 1-4, Winslow 1-5, Waiters 
1-6, J.Johnson 0-1). Rebounds—Indiana 

43 (Sabonis 10), Miami 43 (Whiteside 14). 
Assists—Indiana 26 (Joseph, Collison 6), 
Miami 21 (Waiters 5). Total Fouls-lndi- 
ana 20, Miami 19. A-19,600 (19,600). 


Mavericks 111, Cavaliers 98 

DALLAS - Barnes 7-18 0-0 17, Finney- 
Smith 3-7 0-0 7, Kleber 3-8 2-2 10, Doncic 
13-25 5-7 35, Brunson 5-10 4-6 15, Powell 
3-5 2-2 8, Nowitzki 0-0 0-0 0, Macon 0-0 0- 
0 0, Harris 2-2 2-2 7, Broekhoff 4-9 0-0 12. 
Totals 40-84 15-19 111. 

CLEVELAND - Hood 1-6 3-4 6, Osman 

5-9 0-0 10, Zizic 4-9 0-0 8, Sexton 4-17 4-4 
13, Burks 3-8 4-4 11, Adel 1-3 2-2 4, Blos- 
somgame 0-1 0-0 0, Nance Jr. 4-6 3-5 11, 
Simmons 0-0 0-0 0, Dellavedova 0-4 4-4 
4, Clarkson 7-16 4-6 19, Nwaba 5-6 2-4 12. 
Totals 34-85 26-33 98. 

Dallas 40 18 28 25-111 

Cleveland 31 24 25 18- 98 

Three-point goals—Dallas 16-39 (Broek¬ 
hoff 4-8, Doncic 4-11, Barnes 3-7, Kleber 

2-4, Harris 1-1, Brunson 1-4, Finney-Smith 
• -4), Cleveland 4-23 (Hood 1-2, Sexton 1-3, 


u-z, ueiiaveuuva Keuuuiius —uaiias 

50 (Doncic 11), Cleveland 44 (Nance Jr. 12). 
Assists—Dallas 20 (Doncic 6), Cleveland 
20 (Burks 5). Total Fouls-Dallas 26, Cleve¬ 
land 22. A-19,432 (20,562). 

Hornets 125, Bulls 118 

CHICAGO - Selden 3-8 0-0 7, Mark- 
kanen 8-13 13-13 30, Lopez 2-3 3-3 7, Dunn 

3- 11 0-0 7, LaVine 7-12 3-3 18, Felicio 2-2 
0-0 4, Portis 13-23 3-3 33, Harrison 4-6 1-1 
10, Arcidiacono 0-1 2-2 2, Sampson 0-2 0- 
0 0. Totals 42-81 25-25 118. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 6-10 0-0 16, Wil¬ 
liams 5-9 1-2 13, Biyombo 2-3 1-2 5, Walk¬ 
er 10-23 13-14 37, Lamb 5-11 2-2 13, Kidd- 
Gilchrist 3-6 2-2 8, Bridges 5-7 1-2 13, 
Hernangomez 1-3 0-0 2, T.Parker 0-1 0-0 0, 
Monk 6-9 5-5 18. Totals 43-82 25-29 125. 
Chicago 26 34 26 32-118 

Charlotte 27 24 37 37-125 

Three-point goals—Chicago 9-24 (Por¬ 
tis 4-8, Harrison 1-1, Dunn 1-2, LaVine 1-2, 
Selden 1-3, Markkanen 1-5, Arcidiacono 
0-1, Sampson 0-2), Charlotte 14-32 (Batum 

4- 7, Walker 4-9, Bridges 2-3, Williams 2-4, 
Monk 1-3, Lamb 1-4, Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1, 
Hernangomez 0-1). Rebounds—Chicago 39 
(Markkanen, Portis 9), Charlotte 36 (Lamb 
9). Assists—Chicago 20 (Arcidiacono 6), 
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Bucks 131, Wizards 115 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-14 0-0 20, 
Antetokounmpo 10-20 17-17 37, Lopez 7-9 

4-4 21, Brogdon 6-12 1-115, Snell 4-5 0-0 10, 
Ilyasova 0-0 0-0 0, Wilson 2-4 0-0 5, Wood 0- 
2 0-0 0, Hill 4-10 2-2 13, Connaughton 3-7 0-0 
7, Brown 1-7 0-0 3. Totals 45-90 24-24 131. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 7-14 2-2 18, 
Ariza 5-12 1-2 12, Bryant 6-9 0-0 12, Sa- 
toransky 4-7 1-110, Beal 8-16 7-824, Green 

6-17 6-7 20, Dekker 1-6 0-0 2, Brown Jr. 1-2 
0-0 2, McRae 3-5 2-6 9, Jenkins 1-1 0-0 3, 
Randle 1-4 0-0 3. Totals 43-93 19-26 115. 
Milwaukee 38 35 27 31-131 

Washington 26 24 34 31-115 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 17-39 
(Middleton 4-7, Lopez 3-5, Hill 3-6, Snell 2-3, 
Brogdon 2-4, Wilson 1-2, Connaughton 1-4, 
Brown 1-5, Antetokounmpo 0-3), Washing¬ 
ton 10-33 (Porter Jr. 2-4, Green 2-9, Jenkins 

1- 1, Randle 1-1, McRae 1-2, Satoransky 1-2, 
Beal 1-5, Ariza 1-6, Dekker 0-3). Rebounds— 
Milwaukee 46 (Antetokounmpo 10), Wash¬ 
ington 45 (Dekker 8). Assists—Milwaukee 
30 (Middleton 6), Washington 28 (Satoran¬ 
sky 6). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 19, Wash¬ 
ington 19. Technicals—Washington coach 
Scott Brooks. A-20,409 (20,356). 

Magic 102, Nets 89 

BROOKLYN - Graham 1-4 0-0 3, Kurucs 

2- 12 0-0 5, Allen 3-4 0-0 6, Russell 8-17 4-4 23, 
Harris 3-12 0-0 6, Creek 0-0 0-0 0, Carroll 3-8 
1-2 7, Hollis-Jefferson 1-5 3-4 5, Williams 0- 
1 0-0 0, Davis 4-8 3-4 11, Napier 5-13 2-2 15, 
Pinson 3-7 0-0 8. Totals 33-91 13-16 89. 

ORLANDO - Isaac 3-8 3-4 10, Gordon 

6- 17 0-0 15, Vucevic 12-22 0-0 24, Augustin 
4-7 3-4 12, Fournier 6-11 1-1 16, Iwundu 4- 
8 1-1 10, Birch 2-3 0-0 4, Briscoe 1-4 2-2 4, 
Ross 3-14 0-0 7. Totals 41-94 10-12 102. 

Brooklyn 21 27 22 19-89 

Orlando 26 18 34 24-102 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 10-38 
(Russell 3-8, Napier 3-9, Pinson 2-5, Gra¬ 
ham 1-3, Kurucs 1-3, Williams 0-1, Hol¬ 
lis-Jefferson 0-1, Carroll 0-3, Harris 0-5), 
Orlando 10-27 (Fournier 3-4, Gordon 3-7, 
Iwundu 1-1, Augustin 1-2, Isaac 1-5, Ross 
1-7, Briscoe 0-1). Rebounds—Brooklyn 50 
(Davis 16), Orlando 49 (Vucevic, Isaac 12). 
Assists—Brooklyn 23 (Russell 6), Orlando 
25 (Augustin 8). Total Fouls—Brooklyn 11, 
Orlando 17. A-17,385 (18,846). 

Kings 115, 76ers 108 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 11-18 3-3 29, 
Muscala 1-7 0-0 3, Embiid 9-24 11-13 29, 
Simmons 9-14 4-6 22, Shamet 3-7 1-3 8, 
Brewer 2-4 0-0 4, Bolden 0-3 0-0 0, McCon¬ 
nell 3-7 0-0 7, Korkmaz 0-2 0-0 0, Milton 

3- 7 0-0 6. Totals 41-93 19-25 108. 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 2-7 1-1 6, 

Bjelica 2-5 0-0 5, Cauley-Stein 8-9 3-5 19, 
Fox 5-14 8-9 19, Hield 12-21 3-4 34, Jack- 
son 0-1 2-2 2, Giles III 1-4 2-2 4, Bagley III 

7- 16 0-0 14, Ferrell 2-3 0-0 4, Bogdanovic 
3-12 1-1 8. Totals 42-92 20-24 115. 

Philadelphia 26 26 27 29-108 

Sacramento 32 30 24 29-115 

Three-point goals—Philadelphia 7-33 
(Butler 4-8, McConnell 1-3, Shamet 1-5, 
Muscala 1-5, Brewer 0-1, Bolden 0-3, Mil- 
ton 0-3, Embiid 0-5), Sacramento 11-30 
(Hield 7-13, Fox 1-2, Bj'elica 1-2, Shump¬ 
ert 1-4, Bogdanovic 1-7, Bagley III 0-2). 
Rebounds—Philadelphia 46 (Embiid 17), 
Sacramento 50 (Bagley III 13). Assists— 
Philadelphia 19 (Butler 7), Sacramento 
22 (Fox 8). Total Fouls-Philadelphia 22, 
Sacramento 19. A-17,583 (17,608). 
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The Lakers’ Brandon Ingram, left, tries to drive past the Warriors’ 
Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson on Saturday, in Oakland, Calif. 

Roundup 


Warriors get past 
LA without James 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Klay 
Thompson returned from a one- 
game absence with an illness to 
score 28 points and light up the 
Lakers for the second time in 13 
days, leading the Golden State 
Warriors to a 115-101 victory 
Saturday night over a Los Ange¬ 
les team again missing LeBron 
James. 

Splash Brother Stephen Curry 
missed his first eight shots be¬ 
fore a layup with 6:20 remaining 
and stUl wound up with 14 points, 
two days after going off for 41 in 
a loss to the 76ers when he hit 10 
three-pointers. Andre Iguodala 
hit a go-ahead three in the final 
minute of the third, and two more 
early in the fourth as Golden State 
pulled away and finished with 17 
points. DeMarcus Cousins had 18 
points and 10 rebounds in his sec¬ 
ond home game and seventh in all 
since coming back from a nearly 
yearlong recovery from surgery 
for a ruptured left Achilles tendon. 
Kevin Durant added 21 points and 
11 of the Warriors’ 31 assists. 

The Lakers hung tough without 
James just as they did here in a 127- 
101 victory on Christmas. James 
returned from a 17-game absence 
Thursday against the Chppers 
only to sit again Saturday. 

James’ rest was for what 
coach Luke Walton called “load 
management.” 

Spurs 113, Pelicans 108: 

LaMarcus Aldridge had 25 points 
and 14 rebounds and host San An¬ 
tonio withstood another bat intru¬ 
sion — with a nifty play from the 
team’s coyote mascot — and held 
off depleted New Orleans. 

The bat began hovering above 
the court three minutes into the 
game. 

The mascot charged onto the 
court dressed in a Batman cos¬ 
tume with a net. He missed his 
first swipe at the bat, then dove 
near the scorer’s table and caught 
the bat in his net to huge cheers 
from Spurs players and fans. 

Rockets 125, Jazz 98: James 
Harden had 43 points for his 26th 


straight game with at least 30 
points in Houston’s victory over 
host Utah. 

Bucks 131, Wizards 115: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 37 
points, making all of his season- 
high 17 free throws in a perfect 
night at the line for Milwaukee, 
and had 10 rebounds to help the 
NBA-leading Bucks rout host 
Washington. 

Nuggets 107, Timberwolves 
106: Nikola Jokic had his 25th ca¬ 
reer triple-double with 13 points, 
16 rebounds and 10 assists, in¬ 
cluding a late full-court pass that 
set up a key basket to help Denver 
beat host Minnesota. 

Mavericks 111, Cavaliers 98: 
Rookie Luka Doncic matched his 
season high with 35 points and did 
a little bit of everything for Dal¬ 
las, and Harrison Barnes scored 
13 points in the fourth quarter to 
lead the undermanned Mavericks 
past host Cleveland. 

Clippers 111, Pistons 101: 
Lou Williams scored 16 Los An¬ 
geles points in a row during a tor¬ 
rid fourth-quarter stretch, and 
the Clippers overcame a 25-point 
deficit to beat host Detroit. 

Kings 115, 76ers 108: Buddy 
Hield scored 34 points and set a 
career high for three-pointers 
with seven, and host Sacramento 
weathered a fourth-quarter flur¬ 
ry from Jimmy Butler. 

Pacers 95, Heat 88: Bojan 
Bogdanovic scored 31 points, 
Darren Collison added 20 and In¬ 
diana had a big third quarter to 
beat stumbling host Miami. 

Hornets 125, Bulls 118: 
Kemba Walker had 15 of his 37 
points in the fourth quarter and 
host Charlotte pulled away for its 
fifth straight victory. 

Hawks 118, Suns 112: John 
Collins matched his career high 
with 35 points and fell one shy of 
his career best with 16 rebounds, 
and Atlanta handed host Phoenix 
its 10th straight loss. 

Magic 102, Nets 89: Nikola 
Vucevic had 24 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, Evan Fournier added 16 
points for host Orlando. 
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Scoreboard 


Flyers top Oilers in 
of for 7th straight 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Nolan 
Patrick scored 2:01 into overtime 
and the Philadelphia Flyers ral¬ 
lied past the Edmonton Oilers 
5-4 on Saturday, extending their 
winning streak to a season-best 
seven games. 

Edmonton has lost four in a row 
and 13 of 18. 

Patrick won it on the third op¬ 
portunity by his line in OT after 
Edmonton goalie Cam Talbot 
made big saves on Travis San- 
heim and James van Riemsdyk. 

Travis Konecny and Claude 
Giroux scored in the third to pull 
Philadelphia even. Sean Coutu¬ 
rier also scored, and Carter Hart 
made 40 saves. 

Lightning 3, Rangers 2: Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos scored in the second 
period to give Tampa Bay a three- 
goal lead, and Louis Domingue 
stopped 31 shots in the victory at 
New York. 

Yanni Gourde and Erik Cernak 
also scored to help the league¬ 
leading Lightning get their 39th 
win. 

Sharks 3, Coyotes 2 (OT): 

Brent Burns scored 3:14 into 
overtime and San Jose returned 
from a 10-day break to beat visit¬ 
ing Arizona. 

Joe Pavelski and Kevin Labanc 
scored goals less than a minute 
apart in the second period and 
Martin Jones made 31 saves to 
help San Jose move within four 
points of first-place Calgary in 
the Pacific Division. 

Devils 3, Canadiens 2 (OT): 
Nico Hischier scored at 1:56 of 
overtime after tying it midway 
through the third period in New 
Jersey’s victory at Montreal. 

Will Butcher also scored, and 
Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 37 
shots for New Jersey. 

Blackhawks 4, Wild 3 (OT): 
Erik Gustafsson scored his sec¬ 
ond goal of the game 1:19 into 
overtime to send Chicago to a win 
at Minnesota. 

Alex DeBrincat and Jonathan 
Toews also scored for Chicago. 

Jets 9, Ducks 3: Jack Roslovic 
had his first career hat trick and 
host Winnipeg scored a franchise- 
record six goals in the first period 
in the rout of Anaheim. 

Roslovic had three power-play 
goals and an assist. 

Maple Leafs 3, Penguins 2: 
Zach Hyman snapped a tie late 
in the second period and Garret 
Sparks made 28 saves to lead host 
Toronto past Pittsburgh. 

Auston Matthews also scored 
for Toronto, and Travis Dermott 
had a goal and an assist. 

Blues 4, Blue Jackets 2: Vlad¬ 
imir Tarasenko had a goal and 
two assists as St. Louis returned 
from the All-Star break and a bye 
week to win at Columbus. 

Ryan O’Reilly added a goal and 
an assist, Oskar Sundqvist also 
scored and Brayden Schenn had 
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Philadelphia’s Janies van 
Riemsdyk (front) and Travis 
Sanheim celebrate after Nolan 
Patrick scored the game¬ 
winning goal during overtime 
in the Flyers’ 5-4 defeat of the 
Edmonton Oilers on Saturday. 

three assists for St. Louis. 

Red Wings 2 , Senators 0: 

Jonathan Bernier stopped 35 
shots for his first shutout of the 
season as Detroit won at Ottawa. 

Danny DeKeyser and Darren 
Helm scored for the Red Wings, 
who won their third straight. 

Panthers 3, Golden Knights 
1: Mike Hoffman’s third-period 
goal put Florida ahead to stay and 
the host Panthers defeated Las 
Vegas. 

Aleksander Barkov had a goal 
and an assist and Frank Vatrano 
also scored for Florida, which 
won for the fourth time in five 
games. James Reimer made 34 
saves. 

Islanders 4, Kings 2: Michael 
Dal Colle got the tiebreaking goal 
as New York scored three times 
in less than five minutes late in 
the third period to rally past visit¬ 
ing Los Angeles. 

Casey Cizikas, Mathew Barzal 
and Brock Nelson also scored 
to help the Islanders stretch 
their point streak to eight games 
( 6 - 0 - 2 ). 

Canucks 5, Avalanche 1: Jake 
Virtanen and Antoine Roussel 
each had a goal and an assist as 
Vancouver raced to an early lead 
and won at Colorado. 

Brock Boeser, Nikolay Goldo- 
bin and Tyler Motte also scored 
for the Canucks. 

Stars 3, Predators 1: Blake 
Comeau and Mattias Janmark 
scored late in the third period to 
lift Dallas to a win at Nashville. 
Stars goalie Anton Khudobin 
made 37 saves. Tyler Seguin also 
scored for Dallas, which has won 
four straight. 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Montreal 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

Minnesota 
Coiorado 
St. Louis 
Chicago 

Caigary 

San Jose 

Vegas 

Vancouver 

Arizona 

Anaheim 

Edmonton 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

52 39 11 2 80 205 146 

51 31 17 3 65 179 145 

52 28 18 6 62 156 152 

51 27 17 7 61 148 135 

51 25 20 6 56 148 156 

50 21 21 8 50 156 175 

53 21 25 7 49 150 174 

52 19 28 5 43 159 194 

Metropolitan Division 

N.Y. Islanders 51 30 15 6 66 151 125 

Washington 51 28 17 6 62 175 165 

Pittsburgh 52 28 18 6 62 183 160 

Columbus 51 28 20 3 59 163 159 

Carolina 51 25 20 6 56 145 151 

Philadelphia 52 23 23 6 52 151 176 

N.Y. Rangers 51 22 22 7 51 145 171 

New Jersey 51 20 24 7 47 152 173 

Western Conference 

Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

16 2 70 185 146 

54 31 19 4 66 166 139 

52 27 21 4 58 133 130 

52 26 22 4 56 146 149 

51 22 21 8 52 170 167 

50 23 22 5 51 143 151 

53 20 24 9 49 167 196 

Pacific Division 

52 33 14 5 71 193 149 

53 30 16 7 67 190 169 

54 29 21 4 62 160 148 

52 24 22 6 54 152 162 

51 23 23 5 51 134 145 

52 21 22 9 51 123 162 

51 23 24 4 50 148 168 

Los Angeles 51 20 27 4 44 116 154 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Washington 4, Calgary 3 
Tampa Bay 1, N.Y. Islanders 0, SO 
Pittsburgh 5, Ottawa 3 
Chicago 7, Buffalo 3 
Nashville 4, Florida 1 
Carolina 5, Vegas 2 
Detroit 3, Toronto 2, OT 
Dallas 3, Minnesota 1 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 5, Edmonton 4, OT 
New Jersey 3, Montreal 2, OT 
Detroit 2, Ottawa 0 
St. Louis 4, Columbus 2 
Florida 3, Vegas 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Los Angeles 2 
Winnipeg 9, Anaheim 3 
Toronto 3, Pittsburgh 2 
Dallas 3, Nashville 1 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Chicago 4, Minnesota 3, OT 
Vancouver 5, Colorado 1 
San Jose 3, Arizona 2, OT 
Sunday’s games 
Boston at Washington 
Edmonton at Montreal 
Calgary at Carolina 

Monday’s games 
Los Angeles at N.Y. Rangers 
Vancouver at Philadelphia 
Anaheim at Toronto 
Arizona at Dallas 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Vancouver at Washington 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles at New Jersey 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
St. Louis at Florida 
Vegas at Tampa Bay 
Anaheim at Montreal 
Arizona at Nashville 
San Jose at Winnipeg 
Columbus at Colorado 
Chicago at Edmonton 


Saturday 

Canucks 5, Avalanche 1 

Vancouver 2 2 1—5 

Colorado 0 1 0—1 

First Period— 1, Vancouver, Virtanen 
12 (Roussel, Sutter), 1:32. 2, Vancouver, 
Boeser 17 (Pettersson), 6:04. 

Second Period— 3, Vancouver, Roussel 
6 (Virtanen, Horvat), 7:30. 4, Colorado, 
Calvert 8 (Zadorov, Nieto), 11:18. 5, Van¬ 
couver, Motte 7 (Stecher), 15:17. 

Third Period— 6 , Vancouver, Goldobin 
6 (Leivo, Hutton), 13:59 (pp). 

Shots on Goai— Vancouver 9-10-7—26. 
Colorado 11-13-11-35. 

Power-piay opportunities— Vancouver 
1 of 2; Colorado 0 of 3. 

Goaiies— Vancouver, Markstrom 20- 
13-5 (35 shots-34 saves). Colorado, Var¬ 
lamov 13-13-5 (26-21). 

A-18,027 (18,007). T-2:32. 


Blues 4, Blue Jackets 2 

St. Louis 2 0 2-4 

Coiumbus 0 0 2—2 

First Period-1, St. Louis, O’Reilly 19 
(Tarasenko, Pietrangelo), 8:28. 2, St. Lou¬ 
is, Gunnarsson 3 (Schenn, Tarasenko), 
19:15. 

Third Period— 3, Columbus, Bj'ork- 
strand 9 (Panarin), 6:15. 4, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 18 (O’Reilly, Schenn), 6:49. 5, 
Columbus, Dubois 19 (Panarin, Atkin¬ 
son), 17:23. 6, St. Louis, Sundqvist 11 
(Schenn), 19:30. 

Shots on Goai-St. Louis 8-11-14-33. 
Columbus 5-8-7—20. 

Power-piay opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 2; Columbus 0 of 1. 

Goaiies— St. Louis, Binnington 6-1-1 
(20 shots-18 saves). Columbus, Korpisalo 
9-4-2 (32-29). 

A-18,681 (18,500). T-2:31. 


Blackhawks 4, Wild 3 (OT) 

Chicago 0 2 1 1-4 

Minnesota 1 0 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Minnesota, Zucker 14 
(Granlund, Suter), 8:22 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Chicago, DeBrincat 
26 (Kahun, Strome), 7:51.3, Chicago, Gus¬ 
tafsson 9 (strome, Kahun), 14:47. 

Third Period— 4, Minnesota, Koivu 

8 (Parise, Spurgeon), 8:11. 5, Chicago, 
Toews 23 (Kane, DeBrincat), 15:25 (pp). 6, 
Minnesota, Rask 2 (Greenway, Foligno), 
16:58. 

Overtime— 7, Chicago, Gustafsson 10 
(Toews, DeBrincat), 1:19 (pp). 

Shots on Goai— Chicago 8-14-7-2—31. 
Minnesota 8-11-12-31. 

Power-piay opportunities— Chicago 2 
of 5; Minnesota 1 of 4. 

Goaiies— Chicago, Delia 5-2-3 (31 

shots-28 saves). Minnesota, Stalock 6-5- 

I (31-27). 

A-19,114 (18,064). T-2:38. 

Lightning 3, Rangers 2 

Tampa Bay 1 2 0—3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 1-2 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Gourde 13 
(Joseph, McDonagh), 6:51. 

Second Period— 2, Tampa Bay, Cer¬ 
nak 1 (Paquette, Callahan), 4:41. 3, 

Tampa Bay, Stamkos 28 (Kucherov, Hed- 
man), 8:33. 4, N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarello 9 
(Zibanej'ad, Kreider), 16:17. 

Third Period— 5, N.Y. Rangers, Hayes 

II Aundqvist, Zibanejad), 6:49 (pp). 
Shots on Goai— Tampa Bay 6-13-4—23. 

N.Y. Rangers 8-9-16-33. 

Power-piay opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 0 of 1; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 4. 

Goaiies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 17-4-0 
(33 shots-31 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun- 
dqvist 16-13-7 (23-20). 

A-17,468 (18,006). T-2:29. 

Stars 3, Predators 1 

Daiias 1 0 2-3 

Nashviiie 1 0 0—1 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Jarnkrok 

9 (Sissons, Hartman), 9:35. 2, Dallas, 
Seguin 21 (Radulov, Lindell), 11:11. 

Third Period— 3, Dallas, Comeau 6 
(Janmark, Faksa), 15:47. 4, Dallas, Jan¬ 
mark 4 (Lindell, Faksa), 16:30. 

Shots on Goai— Dallas 4-11-11—26. 
Nashville 13-11-15-39. 

Power-piay opportunities— Dallas 0 of 
2; Nashville 0 of 4. 

Goaiies— Dallas, Khudobin 9-9-2 (39 
shots-38 saves). Nashville, Rinne 18-13-3 
(26-23). 

A-17,722 (17,113). T-2:34. 

Jets 9, Ducks 3 

Anaheim 0 2 1—3 

Winnipeg 6 2 1-9 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Copp 4 

(Appleton), 2:07. 2, Winnipeg, Roslovic 5 
(Hellebuyck, Trouba), 5:26 (pp). 3, Win¬ 
nipeg, Wheeler 10 (Connor, Morrissey), 
12:04. 4, Winnipeg, Little 12 (Kulikov), 
15:18. 5, Winnipeg, Roslovic 6 (Laine, Per¬ 
reault), 16:33 (pp). 6, Winnipeg, Lemieux 
7 (Copp), 17:41. 

Second Period— 7, Anaheim, Ritchie 7 
(Fowler), 1:32.8, Anaheim, Sprong 9 (Hol- 
zer, Ritchie), 13:54. 9, Winnipeg, Myers 5 
(Appleton, Chiarot), 14:42. 10, Winnipeg, 
Roslovic 7 (Trouba, Little), 19:39 (pp). 

Third Period— 11, Winnipeg, Little 13 
(Chiarot, Roslovic), 0:54. 12, Anaheim, 
Shore 6 (Silfverberg, Del Zotto), 12:17. 

Shots on Goai— Anaheim 4-9-16—29. 
Winnipeg 14-10-7—31. 

Power-piay opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 1; Winnipeg 3 of 4. 

Goaiies— Anaheim, Johnson 2-9-0 (17 
shots-14 saves), Gibson 17-17-8 (14-8). 
Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 24-14-1 (29-26). 
A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:30. 

Maple Leafs 3, Penguins 2 

Pittsburgh 2 0 0-2 

Toronto 1 2 0—3 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 
23 (Letang), 10:01 (pp). 2, Pittsburgh, 
Blueger 2 (Maatta, Wilson), 13:20. 3, To¬ 
ronto, Matthews 23 (Dermott, Gardiner), 
17:25. 

Second Period— 4, Toronto, Dermott 4 
(Gardiner, Marleau), 9:36. 5, Toronto, Hy¬ 
man 9 (Rielly, Marner), 16:06. 

Shots on Goai— Pittsburgh 13-8-9—30. 
Toronto 13-11-9-33. 

Power-piay opportunities —Pittsburgh 
1 of 1; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Pittsburgh, Murray 15-8-1 
(33 shots-30 saves). Toronto, Sparks 7-3- 

1 (30-28). 

A-19,477 (18,819). T-2:31. 

Devils 3, Canadiens 2 (OT) 

New Jersey 10 11-3 

Montreal 110 0-2 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Kotkaniemi 
7 (Benn, Lehkonen), 5:22. 2, New Jersey, 
Butcher 3 (Palmieri, Johansson), 19:16 
(pp). 

Second Period— 3, Montreal, Danault 9 
(Domi, Petry), 16:33. 

Third Period— 4, New Jersey, Hischier 
15 (Rooney), 11:26. 

Overtime— 5, New Jersey, Hischier 16 
(Mueller), 1:56. 

Shots on Goai— New Jersey 9-4-11-3— 
27. Montreal 8-18-12-1-39. 

Power-piay opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 3; Montreal 0 of 3. 

Goaiies— New Jersey, Blackwood 6-4-0 
(39 shots-37 saves). Montreal, Niemi 8-5- 

2 (27-24). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:27. 


Flyers 5, Oilers 4 (OT) 

Edmonton 2 11 0-4 

Philadelphia 112 1-5 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Coutu¬ 
rier 20 (Giroux, Voracek), 3:10 (pp). 2, Ed¬ 
monton, Rattle 3 (Lucic), 8:03. 3, Edmon¬ 
ton, McDavid 30 (Khaira, Kassian), 17:33. 

Second Period— 4, Edmonton, Larsson 
2 (Gravel, McDavid), 8:19.5, Philadelphia, 
Giroux 16 (Voracek, Gostisbehere), 16:54 
(pp). 

Third Period— 6 , Edmonton, Kassian 
6, 4:07 (sh). 7, Philadelphia, Konecny 14 
(Lindblom, Couturier), 4:34 (pp). 8, Phila¬ 
delphia, Simmonds 16 (Voracek, Giroux), 

11:02 (pp). 

Overtime— 9, Philadelphia, Patrick 10 
(van Riemsdyk, Sanheim), 2:01. 

Shots on Goai-Edmonton 18-17-9-44. 
Philadelphia 7-12-17-3-39. 

Power-piay opportunities— Edmonton 
0 of 3; Philadelphia 4 of 5. 

Goaiies— Edmonton, Talbot 9-13-3 (39 
shots-34 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 9-5-1 
(44-40). 

A-19,526 (19,543). T-2:31. 

Red Wings 2 , Senators 0 

Detroit 2 0 0-2 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Detroit, DeKeyser 3 
(Jensen, Vanek), 12:04. 2, Detroit, Helm 4 
(Frk, Glendening), 12:43. 

Shots on Goai-Detroit 7-9-5-21. Ot¬ 
tawa 15-7-13-35. 

Power-piay opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 3; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Detroit, Bernier 6-12-2 (35 
shots-35 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 14- 
16-3 (21-19). 

A-15,714 (18,572). T-2:25. 

Islanders 4, Kings 2 

LosAngeies 1 0 1—2 

N.Y. isianders 1 0 3-4 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Cizikas 
12 (Martin, Boychuk), 6:09. 2, Los Ange¬ 
les, Kopitar 15 (Brown, lafallo), 8:07. 

Third Period— 3, Los Angeles, Koval¬ 
chuk 10 (Brown, Kopitar), 13:15. 4, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Barzal 15 (Bailey, Pulock), 13:46. 
5, N.Y. Islanders, Dal Colle 2 (Komarov, 
Pulock), 17:37. 6, N.Y. Islanders, Nelson 
17 (Pulock, Clutterbuck), 18:29. 

Shots on Goai— Los Angeles 8-13-15— 
36. N.Y. Islanders 12-8-12-32. 

Power-piay opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Los Angeles, Quick 9-13-3 (31 
shots-28 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 
16-7-4 (36-34). 

A-13,917 (16,234). T-2:32. 

Panthers 3, Golden Knights 1 

Las Vegas 1 0 0—1 

Fiorida 1 0 2-3 

First Period— 1, Florida, Barkov 18, 
0:12. 2, Vegas, Pacioretty 16 (Stastny), 
8:07. 

Third Period— 3, Florida, Hoffman 24 
(Brassard), 6:13. 4, Florida, Vatrano 17 
(Ekblad, Barkov), 18:44. 

Shots on Goai-Vegas 8-14-13-35. 
Florida 12-6-7-25. 

Power-piay opportunities— Vegas 0 of 
1; Florida 0 of 1. 

Goaiies— Vegas, Fleury 27-15-4 (24 
shots-22 saves). Florida, Reimer 10-8-5 
(35-34). 

A-15,202 (19,250). T-2:27. 


Sharks 3, Coyotes 2 (OT) 

Arizona 0 11 0-2 

San Jose 0 2 0 1-3 

Second Period— 1, Arizona, Garland 
10, 9:56. 2, San Jose, Labanc 6 (Burns, 
Thornton), 12:09. 3, San Jose, Pavelski 28 
(Couture, Meier), 12:53. 

Third Period— 4, Arizona, Archibald 5 
(Crouse, Kempe), 7:10. 

Overtime— 5, San Jose, Burns 10 

(Hertl),3:14. 

Shots on Goai-Arizona 8-14-11-33. 
San Jose 10-14-9-2-35. 

Power-piay opportunities— Arizona 0 
of 5; San Jose 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Arizona, Kuemper 11-11-5 
(35 shots-32 saves). San Jose, Jones 24- 
10-4 (33-31). 

A-17,227 (17,562). T-2:27. 


Scoring Leaders 

Through Feb. 2 

GP G 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 52 22 
Patrick Kane, CHI 52 31 

Connor McDavid, EDM 50 30 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 52 29 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 51 23 
Nathan MacKinnon, COL 51 27 
Brayden Point, TB 51 30 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 52 10 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 51 20 
Mark Scheifele, WPG 52 26 

David Pastrnak, BOS 51 30 

Sean Monahan, CGY 52 27 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 51 27 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 49 23 

3 tied with 59 pts. 


NHL Calendar 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
Aprii 6 — Last day of regular season. 
Aprii 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Roundup 

Low point: Virginia Tech throttles N.C. State 


Wolfpack’s 24 points is team’s lowest 
total since the shot-clock era began 



Ben McKeown/AP 


North Carolina State’s Braxton Beverly (10) is trapped by Virginia Tech’s Nickeii Alexander-Walker (4) 
and Virginia Tech’s Kerry Blackshear Jr., middle, during the Hokies’ 47-24 win Saturday in Raleigh, N.C. 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C.—No. 23 North 
Carolina State was held to a stun¬ 
ningly low point total, beaten by 
No. 12 Virginia Tech 47-24 on 
Saturday in the Wolfpack’s lowest- 
scoring output of the shot-clock 
era. 

Kerry Blackshear had 13 points 
and 13 rebounds and Nickeii Alex¬ 
ander-Walker added 11 points for 
the Hokies (18-3,7-2 Atlantic Coast 
Conference), who led the entire 
way despite playing without point 
guard Justin Robinson. Virginia 
Tech didn’t put up huge numbers, 
shooting just 36 percent and mak¬ 
ing seven of 21 three-pointers. 

“I don’t think even in high 
school I’ve seen anything like it,” 
Virginia Tech’s Ty Outlaw said. “I 
just thought it was an ugly game. 
We weren’t exactly firing on all 
cylinders on offense, either.” 

Then again, Virginia Tech didn’t 
need much production against the 
cold-cold-cold-shooting Wolfpack 
(16-6,4-5). 

N.C. State made just nine of 54 
shots for the game, a conversion 
rate of 16.7 percent that included 
a 2-for-28 showing from three- 
point range. It was N.C. State’s 
lowest scoring output in any game 
since managing 12 points in a win 
against Duke in the 1968 ACC 
Tournament, nearly two decades 
before the implementation of the 
shot clock. 

“It was crazy,” Wolfpack coach 
Kevin Keatts said. “It was almost 
like there was something on the 
rim.” 

No. 1 Tennessee 93, Texas 

A&M 76: Grant Williams scored 
22 points and the Volunteers beat 
the host Aggies to set a school re¬ 
cord with their 16th straight win. 

Tennessee (20-1, 8-0 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) surpassed the 15- 
game streak it had from February 
1915 to January 1917 and are off to 
their best start in conference play 
since also going 8-0 in 1981-82. 

Wendell Mitchell finished with 
18 points for Texas A&M (8-12, 1- 
7), which lost for the fifth time in 
the last six games. 

No. 2 Duke 91, St. John’s 61: 
Freshman phenom Zion William¬ 
son scored 29 points, Tre Jones 
flirted with a triple-double and 
the host Blue Devils routed the 
Red Storm. 

Duke’s RJ Barrett added 15 
points and 14 rebounds while 
Jones had 13 points, seven re¬ 
bounds and seven assists while 
also playing lockdown defense on 
Shamorie Ponds. The Blue Devils 
(19-2) shot 56 percent while win¬ 
ning their fifth straight. 

No. 3 Vii^inia 56, Miami 
46: De’Andre Hunter scored 14 
points, Mamadi Diakite had 11 
points and three blocks, and the 
host Cavaliers locked down on de¬ 
fense again. 

Kyle Guy added 10 points on 


just 4-for-15 shooting for Virginia 
(20-1, 8-1 Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence), which played without point 
guard and third-leading scorer Ty 
Jerome because of a sore back. 

No. 4 Gonzaga 85, San Diego 
69: Rui Hachimura scored 32 
points and the host Bulldogs beat 
the Spartans to go undefeated 
through the first half of the West 
Coast Conference season. 

ZachNorvell Jr. added 21 points 
for Gonzaga (21-2, 8-0), which 
won its 12th consecutive game 
since a pair of December losses 
knocked it from the No. 1 spot in 
The AP Top 25. 

Indiana 79, No. 6 Michigan 
State 75 (OT): Romeo Langford 
hit a go-ahead three-pointer early 
in overtime and the visiting Hoo- 
siers ended a seven-game skid. 

Banged-up Indiana (13-9, 4-7 
Big Ten) stopped its longest los¬ 
ing streak in nearly eight years. 
Already minus ailing forward 
Zach McRoberts, the Hoosiers 
lost star forward Juwan Morgan 
to a shoulder injury in the first 
half. 

No. 7 Kentucky 65, Florida 

54: Tyler Herro scored 19 points, 
including a dagger three-pointer 
with about three minutes to play, 
and the visiting Wildcats rallied 
from an 11-point deficit. 

PJ Washington added 15 points 
and 12 rebounds for Kentucky 
(18-3, 7-1 Southeastern Con¬ 
ference), which won its eighth 
consecutive game and ended a 
two-game skid against the Gators 
(12-9, 4-4). 

No. 8 Nevada 93, Boise 
State 73: Caleb Martin scored 
30 points and twin brother Cody 
Martin added a season-high 21 as 
the host Wolf Pack cruised past 
the Broncos. 

Nevada (21-1, 8-1 Mountain 
West) struggled the previous time 
it played Boise State, winning 72- 
71 on Cody Martin’s three-point¬ 
er in the final seconds on Jan. 15. 
This time, the Wolf Pack broke 
away before halftime and shot 
55.6 percent. Nevada went on a 9- 
2 run and led 41-30 at the break. 

No. 9 North Carolina 79, No. 
15 Louisville 69: Luke Maye 
had 20 points and 11 rebounds, 
Cameron Johnson finished with 
19 points and 10 rebounds, and 
the Tar Heels won on the road to 
avenge an earlier blowout loss to 
the Cardinals. 

The victory came three weeks 
after North Carolna (17-4, 7-1 
Atlantic Coast Conference) was 
pounded by 21 points by Louis¬ 
ville (16-6, 7-2), their worst de¬ 
feat at home under coach Roy 
Williams. 

No. 11 Kansas 79, No. 16 
Texas Tech 63: Dedric Lawson 
had 25 points and 10 rebounds, 
Devon Dotson added 20 points 
and the host Jayhawks took out 
the frustration of a lousy week on 
Texas Tech. 


Lagerald Vick added 13 points 
and Ochai Agbgji had 10 for 
Kansas (17-5, 6-3 Big 12), which 
came into the showdown of Big 12 
title contenders having lost two 
straight and three of four. 

Arkansas 90, No. 19 LSU 89: 
Mason Jones hit a driving floater 
off the glass with 22 seconds left 
and the Razorbacks handed the 
Tigers their first conference loss 
this season and first home loss in 
more than a year. 

Daniel Gafford scored 23 points 
for Arkansas (13-8, 4-4 SEC), 
which squandered an 18-point, 
second-half lead before pulling out 
the win and halting LSU’s streak 
of 18 straight victories at home. 

No. 20 Iowa State 65, Texas 
60: Talen Horton-Tucker scored 
15 points, Marial Shayok had 12 
and the host Cyclones (17-5, 6- 
3 Big 12) hit their last four field 
goals and held off Texas for their 
fifth win in six games. 

No. 22 Mississippi State 
81, Mississippi 75: Quinndary 
Weatherspoon scored 27 points, 
freshman Reggie Perry added a 
career-high 21 and the Bulldogs 
earned a road win over rival Ole 
Miss. Mississippi State (16-5, 4-4 
SEC) has won four of its last six 
games. 

No. 25 Fiorida State 59, Geor¬ 
gia Tech 49: Mfiondu Kabengele 
and Terance Mann each scored 
12 points, and the host Seminoles 
won their third straight game 
after the Yellow Jackets failed to 
score in the last 4:14. 

Navy 71, Loyoia (MD) 68: 
Evan Wieck scored 13 points and 
Hasan Abdullah added 12 points 
and the host Midshipmen held on 


to beat the Greyhounds. 

George Kiernan made a pair 
of free throws with 5:20 remain¬ 
ing and Navy (7-14, 4-6 Patriot 
League) led 61-52. 

Lehigh 75, Army 70: Kyle 
Leufroy scored 22 points, Jordan 
Cohen added 18 and the visiting 
Mountain Hawks rallied from 18 


points down in the second half, 
scoring the last seven points of 
the game. 

Cohen hit the go-ahead three- 
pointer with 1:28 to play and two 
free throws at 25 seconds. Leu- 
froy’s free throws closed it out 
with 11 seconds to go. Lehigh shot 
67 percent in the second half. 
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Humphreys claims two titles 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — Keep it simple: 
Give Chakhira Goodwater the ball. 

Humphreys girls basketball team did that aplenty in the 
second half of Saturday’s final in the Korea Cup Tourna¬ 
ment, enough for Goodwater to score 14 second-half points 
— eight in the fourth quarter — as the Blackhawks rallied 
past top-seed Daegu 62-53 on their home court. 

“It was all Chakhira,” senior center Ebony Dykes said 
of Goodwater, who by coach Steve Boyd’s design stationed 
herself upcourt throughout the second half, awaiting bul¬ 
let passes from teammate Maria Bruch. 

“Money,” Bruch said of the coach’s tactic and Goodwa- 
ter’s execution. “I knew she would come through. I thought 
that Coach Boyd was so smart to come up with that.” 

That strategy resulted in the Blackhawks’ winning their 
first Korean-American Interscholastic Activities Confer¬ 
ence postseason title. It was also the second loss on the 
day for the Warriors, who had entered the tournament un¬ 
beaten at 12-0 on the regular season. 

All told, DODEA Korea teams enjoyed a red-letter 
weekend in the four KAIAC basketball tournaments. The 
Blackhawks won the KAIAC Cup Tournament for teams 
over .500 across the league’s three divisions. 

In the KAIAC boys Cup Tournament, Humphreys won 
its second straight league postseason tournament 80-32 
over Seoul International. 

In the KAIAC Plate Tournaments for sub-.500 teams, 
Daegu won the boys title, edging Taejon Christian 74-69 in 
overtime. Seoul American, in its last year as a school, took 
home the girls Plate title 45-28 over Osan. 

Humphreys’ girls lost twice to Daegu during the regu¬ 
lar season, but Boyd said there was a silver lining to those 
defeats. 

“A lot of times, you can learn from a loss,” said Boyd, in 
his first season coaching Humphreys’ girls after 15 years 
coaching Seoul American’s boys. “The girls have really 
improved over the course of the season.” 

Boyd credited the many games his Blackhawks played 
a weekend earlier in the American School In Japan Kanto 
Classic. “We got some quality games there and the girls 
improved a lot from that,” he said. 

And central to the Blackhawks’ success on Saturday 
were four former Seoul American players — Bruch, Good- 
water, Dykes and Alex Easterling. 

“It feels amazing,” Goodwater said, “especially because 
I’m a senior and we won KAIAC for the first time.” 

The teams traded the lead seven times and the game 

Kadena earns 
Okinawa title 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Blake Dearborn 
and Kadena ended a four-year title drought in the 
Okinawa-American Friendship Basketball Tourna¬ 
ment on Sunday. 

The junior center just missed a double-double, 
scoring 12 points and grabbing nine rebounds as the 
Panthers won the tournament for a record fifth time 
since its inception in 2007, but had to hold off Oroku, 
a Japanese team, 38-37 in Sunday’s final. 

“That was a nail-biter,” Panthers first-year coach 
Antiwon Tucker said. Kadena was leading by that 
final margin when it turned the ball over with three 
seconds left. Oroku then missed a shot to win it as 
the buzzer sounded. Oroku is the third-rated Japa¬ 
nese team on the island. 

Casey Cox, Eric McCarter and Kai Morris each 
added eight points for the Panthers. Skyler King 
pulled down 10 rebounds. 

“We were able to use our size,” Dearborn said of 
playing the fleet-footed, but smaller Japanese teams 
in the Friendship Tournament. 

Getting tournament experience is helping the 
Panthers grow as a team. Tucker said; the Okinawa- 
American was the second tournament Kadena has 
played in two weeks. 

They finished fourth a week earlier in the Ameri¬ 
can School In Japan Kanto Classic, which Tucker 
said boosted Kadena in this tournament and helped 


Edgren wrestlers upset Kinnick 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — For the first time in his 14 
years at Robert D. Edgren’s wresthng team helm, coach 
Justin Edmonds’ Eagles scored a regular-season dual¬ 
meet upset of defending Far East champion Nile C. 
Kinnick and placed highest among DODEA Japan and 
international teams. 

Edgren got pinfall victories by Tai Marsh (108), 
Jayden Powell (115), Levi Rick (135), Ethan Hovenkot- 
ter (148), Cody Dettman (158), Brad McCollum (168) 
and Jason Dudley (180) in a 45-19 romp over Kinnick. 

Kinnick finished second, with American School In 
Japan third and St. Mary’s fourth. 


was tied twice before Dykes hit a rebound layup to put the 
Blackhawks ahead to stay with 4:10 left. 

Dykes had 20 points, Goodwater 18 and Bruch 14. For 
the Warriors, Bethani Newbold, the tournament’s MVP, 
had 24 points, 11 in the second quarter, and Dai’Ja Turner 
had 18 points and 14 boards. 

Despite the defeat, the Warriors, comprised mainly of 
underclassmen, are one of the favorites to win the Far 
East Division II Tournament later this month on Okinawa. 
“You’ll be hearing from them again,” Daegu first-year 
coach Jonathan Van said. 

At Yongsan International, Quintin Metcalf, the tourna¬ 
ment’s MVP, had 19 points, 10 rebounds and five steals to 
lead three players in double figures for the Blackhawks in 
their one-sided victory over the Tigers. 

The league’s mercy rule was invoked with 5 minutes 
left in the third period and the Blackhawks coasted from 
there. Jalen Hill had 12 points and Kemhari Pruitt 11 for 
Humphreys. 

“Especially for my returners, this was one more step in 
the right direction to get the ultimate goal” of winning the 
Far East Division I Tournament, Blackhawks coach Ron 
Merriwether said. “I’m more happy for the girls, though.” 

At Seongnam, senior Elijah Bembischew capped a huge 
week by earning MVP honors as Daegu’s boys survived 
a close shave with TCIS. The Warriors did not lead at all 
during regulation, but they knotted up the game and out- 
scored the Dragons in extra time. 

“He really lit it up this tournament,” coach Blake Sims 
said of Bembischew, who averaged 22.6 points and 17.3 re¬ 
bounds and earned MVP, Best Rebounder and Top Gun 
honors. “A lot of hardware. He earned it, too.” Sam Mur¬ 
phy added 19 points and J.B. Pope 16 for Daegu. 



Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 


Humphreys senior guard Chakhira Goodwater scored 18 
points Saturday in the Korea Cup final against Daegu. 

Seoul American’s girls went unbeaten in KAIAC Plate 
play, capped by their 17-point win over the Cougars, at 
Chadwick. The Falcons have won seven of their last eight 
games after starting the season 1-6. 

Tailan Hickey, named the tournament’s MVP, led with 
17 points and Jalynn Knight added 12. Mya Rolison, named 
the tournament’s best defender, had 10 rebounds. 

“It feels like justice and a culmination of how well I 
know this team can be,” Falcons coach Eddie Rozzi said. 
“I’ll put our defense and hustle up there with any team in 
the league.” 

ornauer.davedistripes.com 



L.J. HoLLiNGSwoRTH/Special to Stripes 


Kadena’s Eric McCarter drives against an Oroku 
defender on Saturday in the Okinawa-American 
Friendship Basketball Tournament. Kadena beat 
Oroku 3^37 in the tournament final on Sunday. 

prepare them for the Far East Division I Tourna¬ 
ment later this month at Camp Humphreys in South 
Korea. 

Dearborn figures to be a key part of Kadena’s bid 
for a first Division I Tournament title in nine years. 
Tucker said. 

“He’s a big part of the team,” Tucker said, adding 
that he still has room to grow as a player. “If he can 
play to his full potential, we can be competitive” at 
Far East. 

On the girls side, both Kadena and Kubasaki fin¬ 
ished out of the top four, losing in the quarterfinals, 
the Panthers 45-41 to Futenma and the Dragons 60- 
24 to Koza. 


Royals survive scare; 
Ansbach sweeps Tigers 

Stars and Stripes 

DODEA Europe boys basketball divisional frontrunners Ramstein 
and Ansbach maintained their undefeated status over the weekend, 
earning doubleheader sweeps against some of their toughest fellow 
contenders. 

At Ramstein, the Royals survived their closest scare in an unbeaten 
season with a 68-65 win on Saturday. 

Vilseck pushed back from a nine-point halftime deficit, eventually 
falling by a single-possession deficit. Vilseck’s Xxavier Bynes and 
Ramstein’s Naser Eaves headlined the shootout with 19 points apiece, 
while Jason Jones had 13 points and 13 rebounds. 

The Royals cruised to a 76-50 win Friday night behind a 22-point 
effort from Eaves. 

Ramstein puts its record on the line again Tuesday against local 
rival Kaiserslautern in a rematch of last year’s dramatic European 
title game. 

Unbeaten Division III favorite Ansbach added another achievement 
to its season with a home-and-home sweep of their Bavarian rival, 
Hohenfels. 

The Panthers won 82-66 on Friday, and 79-56 on Saturday. 

The dynamic duo of Ogden Andrew and Kevin Kamara was unstop¬ 
pable throughout the weekend, combining for an overwhelming 120 
points over the two games. 

Andrew scored 28 and Kamara 27 in Friday’s wire-to-wire blowout, 
while Kamara scored 38 and Andrew added 27 as the Cougars shook 
off a first-quarter deficit Saturday. 

Caleb Love scored 17 and 20 points, respectively, to lead 
Hohenfels. 
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Freshman Maria Tortorelli of Stuttgart adjusts the sight on her air rifle. She won the individual title and 
led her team to the DODEA Europe Markmanship championship Saturday in Wiesbaden, Germany. 


Stuttgart wins 6th straight title 


By Aaron Knowles 

Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — The more things 
change, the more they stay the same in DODEA Eu¬ 
rope marksmanship. 

Five-time reigning champion Stuttgart didn’t 
bring a single returnee back this season. Though the 
Panthers didn’t lose during the regular season, they 
were challenged. And Kaiserslautern, competing in 
the opposite division — based on geography — put 
up a higher single-meet score. 

But led by freshman Maria Tortorelli - who won 
the competition with a score of 572 — Stuttgart tri¬ 
umphed again Saturday in the sport’s season-end¬ 
ing championship. Teammate Salome Cook was 
second as the five-member team finished with a 
combined score of 2,251 — comfortably ahead of the 
host Warriors (2,227) and the Kaiserslautern Raid¬ 
ers (2,213). 


Cook’s score was 568 in the competition, which 
consists of shooters firing at targets from prone, 
kneeling and standing positions and combining the 
scores into a total. Wiesbaden’s Tristan Lauer was 
third with 565, followed by Ansbach’s Eliana Vales 
(563) and Kaiserslautern’s Juliana Hosey (560). 

Tortorelli joined the team in September, after 
Coach Raul Pinon, also a Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps instructor, pointed out she had the 
qualities the team needed; patience and discipline. 

“This sport is individual, but the whole team still 
works together, and I really liked that,” Tortorelli 
said. “There is such a good bond and we all just re¬ 
ally get along.” 

The Panthers practice every day after school, but 
according to Pinon, the new team members picked 
up the skills so quickly, they practically taught 
themselves. 

Knowles. Aaron@Stripes.Com 
@AKStripes 


Naples girls keep rolling 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — 
Due mainly to geography, the Na¬ 
ples girls basketball team doesn’t 
get as many games against Divi¬ 
sion I competition as its peers. 

That might be a good thing this 
year for the rest of D-I. 

The Wildcats, 3-2 against large 
schools, doubled up D-II foe Avi- 
ano on Friday, never trailing in a 
58-29 blowout. 

Naples lost games to Stuttgart 
(6-1 overall) and Vilseck (6-2) in 
early December and hasn’t lost 
since. 

Senior point guard Victoria 
Sasse twisted an ankle early in 
the game against the Panthers 
and didn’t play afterward. And 
center Trixie De La Cruz was in¬ 
jured in the second practice of the 
season and hasn’t played at all. 

Coach Tim Smith said he ex¬ 
pects that to change soon. But 
don’t try to get him to play up his 
team’s chances at the European 
championships, which are now 
less than three weeks away. 

“We just want to play well,” 
he said, shaking his head with a 


smile while declining to make a 
prediction. 

Roxanne Sasse, Victoria’s 
younger sister and an All-Europe 
selection a year ago, wasn’t offer¬ 
ing much more. 

“My goal is to make it out of 
pool play (at the championships),” 
she said. 

In order to beat the top teams, 
she said, it’s going to take “a lot 
of hard work, hustle, passing the 
ball around and just not giving 
up.” 

Sasse had a game-high 23 
points Friday by doing most of 
those things. But she had plenty 
of help. Mia Rawlins had 14 points 
and seven rebounds, while Gene¬ 
sis Mendez added 10 points and a 
game-high eight rebounds. 

“They’re very disciplined,” 
Aviano coach Monique Jones said. 
“They know who their shooters 
are and they get them the ball.” 

Keyona Williams and Alyssa 
Hardy had eight points each for 
Aviano. 

In the boys game, Aviano beat 
Naples 51-44. The Saints used a 
1-3-1 zone defense that frustrated 
the Wildcats, who could never 
quite recover from a 21-point Avi- 



Kent HARRis/Stars and Stripes 


Naples’ Genesis Mendez scores 
two of her 10 points on Friday in 
a 58-29 defeat of Aviano. 

ano second quarter in a loss. 

Aviano’s reserves actually out- 
scored the starters. 

“That’s a bit misleading,” said 
coach Kevin Lehde, who said that 
DJ Vaughns normally starts for 
the team. Vaughns led the team 
with 16 points after sitting out the 
first few minutes. 

Harris.kent@sfripes.com 


Stuttgart wrestlers 
dominate title prep 

Panthers take home seven individual firsts in 
DODEA Europe regular season-ending meet 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — Saturday’s huge regular 
season-ending DODEA Europe 
wrestling meet at Kaiserslautern 
High School lacked the stakes 
of the postseason meets that 
will follow it over the next two 
weekends. 

But it didn’t lack the intensity. 

Wrestlers, well aware of the 
bigger picture of the European 
wrestling season, were able to 
repeatedly narrow their focus to 
the opponent across the mat, pro¬ 
ducing competitive, hard-fought 
matches and setting the stage for 
next weekend’s sectional qualifi¬ 
ers and the Feb. 15-16 European 
championships. 

“This is like the preview of Eu¬ 
ropeans,” Hohenfels senior Josh¬ 
ua Robles said. 

Indeed, the eight-school meet 
is the closest facsimile the regu¬ 
lar season offers to the European 
finals. The meet, one of three 
scheduled for the final day of the 
regular season, featured all of the 
Division I teams that cracked the 
top five in points at last year’s Eu¬ 
ropean tournament. That includ¬ 
ed reigning dynasty Stuttgart, 
returning runner-up Ramstein 
and contenders Kaiserslautern, 
Vilseck and Wiesbaden. 

The crowds of grapplers 
squeezing into the 14 weight-class 
brackets was eased, however, by 
a notable set of absences and 
even same-day scratches. Several 
coaches pointed out key wrestlers 
missing from their teams due to 
illness or injury. 

But those that did suit up did 
their part to craft a compelling 
end to the regular season. Vilseck 
senior Phoenix Blumenshine was 
responsible for one of the high¬ 


lights of the day when he sensed 
his Wiesbaden opponent’s upper 
body droop towards the mat, 
leaned backwards into a bridge 
and earned a sudden pinfall 
victory. 

“An opportunity came up and 
I went for it,” said Blumenshine, 
who won the meet’s 170-pound 
bracket. 

Experienced DODEA Europe 
wrestlers are well-versed in the 
distinctive rhythm of the over¬ 
seas season, which starts with 
a couple of feeling-out meets in 
December, takes a month-long 
break for the holidays and ramps 
up again with a handful of regu¬ 
lar-season meets leading up to 
the February postseason. Wres¬ 
tlers know at which point in that 
process their performance needs 
to peak. But pacing oneself and 
pushing oneself aren’t mutually 
exclusive. 

“I just go into every match 
thinking it’s going to be the hard¬ 
est match of my life,” Blumen¬ 
shine said. “I’m here to win.” 

Robles said that this point in 
the season is when better-con¬ 
ditioned athletes can separate 
themselves from the group. 

“You can tell, some people 
don’t have the conditioning,” Ro¬ 
bles said. “They just get tired too 
soon.” 

The defending champion Stutt¬ 
gart Panthers won the team 
points race with 246 points to 
Ramstein’s 213. The Panthers 
fielded seven first-place finish¬ 
ers, including senior 138-pounder 
Benjamin Fielding, who recently 
recorded his 100th DODEA Eu¬ 
rope victory and is on the verge 
of completing an undefeated prep 
career featuring four European 
championships. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 



Gregory BROOME/Stars and Stripes 


Stuttgart’s John Carroll attempts to get a leg up on Ramstein 
opponent Nick Scherzer in a 285-pound wrestling bout Saturday. 
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U.S. defender Paul Arriola reacts after scoring a goal on Saturday 
against Costa Rica during an internationai friendiy match in San Jose, 
Calif. The U.S. won 2-0. 


Briefly 

US wins 2nd straight 
under coach Berhalter 


Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Sebastian 
Lletget headed the ball down and 
the emotions overtook him as 
soon as the ball went into the net. 

In the same stadium where he 
scored his first international goal 
before a devastating foot injury 
he feared might have ended his 
career, Lletget delivered a much 
happier highlight in front of fam¬ 
ily and friends who made the 
short drive down from his native 
San Francisco. 

Lletget scored and assisted in 
his first game back at Avaya Sta¬ 
dium since the injury, leading the 
United States over Costa Rica 2- 
0 in an exhibition Saturday that 
made Gregg Berhalter just the 
third coach to win his first two 
matches with the American na¬ 
tional team. 

“From the last time I was here, 
it’s always going to be difficult 
when I step into this building,” 
Lletget said. “I’m glad I have an¬ 
other good memory to overcome 
everything that happened.” 

Denver’s Malone to 
coach in All-Star Game 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Denver 
coach Michael Malone is headed 
to the All-Star Game, where he 
will coach the team that will be 
picked by Los Angeles Lakers 
star LeBron James. 

Malone clinched his first All- 
Star coaching nod Saturday night, 
when the Nuggets beat the Min¬ 
nesota Timberwolves 107-106. 
The All-Star coaching gigs were 
determined by which teams have 
the best records in each confer¬ 
ence through Sunday, and Denver 
(37-15) has clinched a tiebreaker 
over Golden State (also 37-15) by 
having a better record against 
Western Conference opponents. 


Kovalev gets WBO title 
back from Alvarez 

FRISCO, Texas — Sergey 
Kovalev took back the WBO light 
heavyweight championship from 
Eleider Alvarez early Sunday, 
winning the rematch in a unani¬ 
mous decision six months after 
losing his belt. 

The Russian controlled the 
pace throughout the fight, push¬ 
ing through a couple of moments 
of fatigue like those that seemed 
to affect him in the loss that cost 
him the title in the 175-pound 
division. 

In that defeat to Alvarez in At¬ 
lantic City, New Jersey, last sum¬ 
mer, Kovalev was ahead on all 
three scorecards when he was 
dropped three times in the sev¬ 
enth round. 

Johnson hangs on for 
Saudi International win 

KING ABDULLAH ECO¬ 
NOMIC CITY, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— Joint overnight leader Dustin 
Johnson shot a final-round 3- 
under 67 to win the Saudi Interna¬ 
tional tournament by two strokes 
on Sunday. 

The American’s overall total of 
19-under 261 was enough to hold 
off Li Haotong of China who came 
into the final round with a share 
of the lead after a third round that 
included four eagles. 

The Chinese golfer shot a 1- 
under 69 Sunday, finishing a shot 
ahead of England’s Tom Lewis 
whose spirited last-round chal¬ 
lenge was good enough to secure 
third another stroke back after a 
5-under 65. 

World No. 3 Johnson recorded 
five birdies in his final round, in¬ 
cluding the last two holes. 


Class: Broncos owner Bowlen, Cowboys and NFL 
executive Brandt, DB Robinson headed to Canton 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Gonzalez started in Kansas City and finished in 
Atlanta, where voters met on the eve of the Super 
Bowl to select the Class of 2019; they didn’t need 
much time to debate his worthiness. 

In short, Gonzalez had more than his fair share 
of chances to jam. (Maybe not by accident, the 
NFL banned the practice in 2014, the year after he 
retired.) 

The most prolific pass catcher at his position over 
a 17-year career, Gonzalez caught 1,325 passes (sec¬ 
ond in NFL history) for 15,127 yards (sixth) and 111 
touchdowns. He was a six-time All-Pro, made 14 Pro 
Bowls, and his 916 catches with the Chiefs set one of 
22 franchise records he held upon his retirement. 

“I knew I had a good chance. I’m not going to lie 
about that,” he said. “Still, when you hear the knock, 
your heart drops.” 

As it turns out, Gonzalez isn’t the only one who 
can get good air. 

“Threw my phone across the room,” Mawae said, 
of his reaction upon learning he was in. “I had a 
higher vertical than at the combine.” 

He’ll be donning the yellow jacket this summer 
alongside Gonzalez, and three players who spent 
part of their careers trying to stop the groundbreak¬ 
ing tight end. 

This marks the first time more than two defensive 
backs have made it in the same class. 

Bailey played 15 years — five with Washing¬ 
ton, then 10 more with Denver after the Redskins 
swapped him for Clinton Portis. Like so many great 
cornerbacks, Bailey did not rewrite the record book, 
in part because he was, for a huge chunk of his ca¬ 
reer, considered the best cover guy in the league. So 
most quarterbacks simply avoided him. 

Still, he made three All-Pro teams, 12 Pro Bowls 
and a none-too-shabby 52 interceptions. His best- 
remembered pick was a 103-yard return against 
Tom Brady in the 2006 playoffs that did not go for 
a touchdown. Denver did score shortly afterward, 
though, on the way to the win. Eight years later, Bai¬ 
ley made his only Super Bowl. 

“This is home and timing was just right for it,” 
said Bailey, who grew up in Folkston and played 
college ball at Georgia. “Having Pat Bowlen go in, I 
never expected it to be like this.” 

Reed won his only title in the 2012 season, his last 
with the Ravens. Running the defense from his safe¬ 
ty position, he was a standout playmaker on a roster 
full of them — including Ray Lewis, Terrell Suggs 
and Peter Boulware. Reed finished his career with 
64 interceptions, and led the league in picks three 
times. 

“Smartest player I ever coached,” said Reed’s for¬ 


mer coach, Brian Billick. 

Law was a lot like Bailey — a rock at the corner 
who quarterbacks avoided. He finished with 53 in¬ 
terceptions and three Super Bowl rings, all with the 
Patriots. When New England beat the Rams for its 
first title in 2002, Law returned a pick 47 yards for 
a score that gave the Patriots the lead in the second 
quarter; they didn’t trail after that. 

Law was one of the many high-profile players Bill 
Belichick was willing to cycle out, and his final five 
years were spent with Kansas City, Denver and two 
stints with the Jets, including 2005, when he made a 
career-high 10 interceptions. 

“It’s surreal to get this honor while my former 
team is playing,” said Law, who will be on hand when 
the Patriots play the Rams for the title Sunday. 

Mawae, a second-round draft pick in 1994, played 
16 seasons for the Seahawks, Jets and Titans. He 
made three All-Pro teams and joins Mike Webster, 
Dwight Stevenson and Jim Otto among the few true 
centers in Canton. 

He earned a spot some thought might go instead 
to Jaguars left tackle Tony Boselli. But for Boselli, 
Edgerrin James, John Lynch, Richard Seymour and 
six others, it’s wait ‘til next year. 

Bowlen goes in after what some believe was a 
longer-than-necessary wait. He is suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease, which has put the future of the 
Broncos’ franchise on uncertain ground. 

His youngest daughter, Annabel, said they face- 
timed their dad when the family received the news. 

“A lot of tears in the room,” she said. 

Bowlen was key in securing the NFL’s future via 
a number of multibillion-dollar TV contracts. The 
Broncos have largely prospered during his tenure, 
winning more than 60 percent of their games. That 
included the 1998 Super Bowl, when the owner fa¬ 
mously shouted “This one’s for John” — a tribute to 
John Elway winning his first title. 

Brandt spent 29 years with the Cowboys, where 
his keen eye for talent helped turn Dallas into 
“America’s Team.” He chose eight future Hall of 
Earners, including Troy Aikman, Roger Staubach, 
Bob Lilly and Bob Hayes. He employed computers 
for evaluating talent and came up with psychologi¬ 
cal tests for draft prospects, two tools no NFL team 
could do without in the modern game. 

Brandt also was elected for his role as the NFL’s 
resident draft guru. 

Robinson was chosen by the Dallas Texans in the 
first AFL draft. The Texans became the Chiefs, and 
the Chiefs became Super Bowl champions. A team¬ 
mate of his. Hall of Fame linebacker Willie Lanier, 
said Robinson was the key to a defense that helped 
Kansas City to two AFL titles, each of which landed 
the Chiefs in the Super Bowl. 



Greg Gibson/AP 

President Bill Clinton and Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen hold the Vince Lombardi Trophy during a 
ceremony honoring the Super Bowl XXXII champions at the White House in Washington on June 16, 
1998. Bowlen was elected to the Hall of Fame on Saturday. 
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Paul Abell, Invision for NFL/AP 


Eagles defensive end Chris Long 
accepts the Walter Payton NFL 
man of the year award at the 8th 
Annual NFL Honors on Saturday 
in Atlanta. 

Long wins 
Man of 
Year honor 

By Jeff McLane 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 
and Daily News 

ATLANTA — Chris Long was 
named the Walter Payton Man of 
the Year for his community ser¬ 
vice and philanthropic endeavors 
during the NFL Honors award 
ceremony Saturday night at the 
Fox Theatre. 

The Eagles defensive end had 
been nominated three years be¬ 
fore with the Rams, but his more 
than a decade of service in the 
St. Louis, Boston, and Philadel¬ 
phia communities, not to mention 
in impoverished African towns, 
made the 33-year old as good a 
choice as any of the other 31 nom¬ 
inees who were present. 

“It’s a tremendous honor. It’s not 
why we do the work we do off the 
field,” Long said afterward during 
a brief news conference. “I think 
the other 31 nominees are re¬ 
markable men. I’m very humbled. 
It’s hard to feel deserving with 
those guys on the stage and this 
guy (Payton) on the statue. 

“It’s a very heavy statue. It 
makes sense because his legacy 
is immense.” 

The mission of Long’s founda¬ 
tion is to impact local communities 
around the world by focusing on 
three main philanthropic causes: 
clean water, military apprecia¬ 
tion, and youth education. 

Waterboys, his cornerstone ini¬ 
tiative, has already surpassed its 
original goal — to build 32 clean- 
water wells in East African com¬ 
munities in need — and is nearly 
one-fourth of the way to providing 
clean water to one million people. 

In 2017 and 2018, Long donated 
his base salaries to educational 
programs nationwide. He helped 
provide free books, literary re¬ 
sources, and mentoring services 
to families in need. He funded 
scholarships in his hometown of 
Charlottesville, Va., and he sup¬ 
ported programs that promote 
educational equity in St. Louis, 
Boston, and Philly. 

In total. Long’s efforts over 
the last two seasons have yielded 
$2.25 million in donations to edu¬ 
cational equity programs. 




Mahomes named league MVP 

QB also Offensive Player of Year; Donald earns top defensive honor again 


By Barry Wiener 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Patrick Ma¬ 
homes’ breathtaking break¬ 
through season earned him the 
NFL’s Most Valuable Player 
award. 

The Chiefs quarterback landed 
a pair of honors at NFL Honors 
on Saturday night, taking The 
Associated Press 2018 MVP 
and Offensive Player of the Year 
awards. In his second pro season, 
Mahomes led Kansas City to its 
first AFC title game since 1993 
with some of the most creative 
and clutch plays the league has 
seen in years. 

“I’m so humbled,” he said. 
“This is just the beginning. We’ve 
got a long ways to go. 

“It is an honor. It’s a hard award 
to win. The next award I hope I 
can get is the Super Bowl.” 

Mahomes received 41 votes 
from a nationwide panel of media 
members who regularly cover the 
league. New Orleans quarterback 
Drew Brees got the other nine. 

With only one previous start, 
Mahomes entered the season as 
something of a curiosity in Kan¬ 
sas City after the Chiefs traded 
veteran Alex Smith to open up the 
job. It didn’t take long to erase any 
doubts as Mahomes led the Chiefs 
to their first AFC title game since 
the 1993 season, throwing for 50 
touchdowns, 5,097 yards and had 
a 113.8 QB rating, trailing only 
Brees. 

Mahomes’ ingenuity — the guy 
can throw from all angles and 
make plays inside and outside the 
pocket — energized the Chiefs’ 
fan base and excited fans across 
the league. 

“The play is never dead. He can 
find new ways to get you the ball,” 
Chiefs All-Pro tight end Travis 
Kelce said. “It may look like a 
screwball, a slider here or there, 
but it’ll get to you eventually.” 

Mahomes is the sixth straight 
quarterback and 11th of the past 
12 years to win MVP. No Kansas 
City player had won the award 
since the Chiefs joined the NFL 
in 1970. 

Earlier, he was selected as 
the top offensive player, beating 
Brees 30 votes to 16. 

“Yeah, I mean, it’s awesome... I 
got put into a great situation,” he 
said. “I got to learn behind a great 
quarterback in Alex Smith. I got 
to be on a team with a lot of play- 
makers who helped me excel my 
game and make me look really 
good on a daily basis. And, then, 
to be able to go out there and win 
football games in front of a pas¬ 
sionate fan base is something I 
get the luxury of doing.” 

Rams defensive tackle Aaron 
Donald, who will play in Sunday’s 
Super Bowl against New England, 
took his second straight Defen¬ 
sive Player of the Year award. 

Donald, the only unanimous 
All-Pro this season and the first 
Rams player selected for the top 


John Bazemore/AP 

Top: Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes became the first Kansas 
City player to be named MVP since the team joined the league in 
1970. He also won the Offensive Player of the Year Award. Above: 
Rams defensive end Aaron Donald puts his helmet during practice 
Thursday for the Super Bowl. Donald won his second straight 
Defensive Player of the Year award on Saturday night. 


defensive honor, joins Lawrence 
Taylor and J.J. Watt as players 
to win the award in back-to-back 
seasons. Donald led the NFL with 
20 Vz sacks. 

“Any time you put a body of 
work into it and then it pays off,” 
Donald said, “and you’re re¬ 
warded for it, it means a lot. It’s 
a blessing.” 

Chicago’s Matt Nagy, in his 
first season with the Bears, was 
voted Coach of the Year. 

Nagy has overseen the devel¬ 
opment of quarterback Mitchell 
Trubisky, who blossomed in his 
second pro season, and saw a de¬ 
fense befitting the “Monsters of 
the Midway” dominate opponents 


at times. He is the fifth Bears 
coach to win the award, join¬ 
ing team founder George Halas 
(1963, 1965), Mike Ditka (1985, 
1988), Dick Jauron (2001) and 
Lovie Smith (2005). 

“It’s crazy to think this is one 
person, so for me, it’s being a part 
of this organization and for our 
players,” Nagy said. “Just being 
able to believe in what we wanted 
to do with our culture and then 
follow through with it.” 

Colts quarterback Andrew Luck 
was chosen the Comeback Player 
of the Year, following a lost 2017 
season to a shoulder injury with a 
sensational 2018 campaign. 

“I truly believe there are play- 


Charlie Neibergall/AP 

^Any time you put 
a body of work into 
it and then it pays 
off, and you’re 
rewarded for it, it 
means a lot. f 

Aaron Donald 

Rams DE who won back-to-back 
Defensive Player of the Year awards 


ers on every team, every roster 
that could be Comeback Player 
of the Year in their own ways,” 
he said. “Honestly, the best part 
was playing football again — hav¬ 
ing fun playing football and being 
pain free.” 

Giants running back Saquon 
Barkley was the top offensive 
rookie, while the defensive rookie 
award went to Indianapolis line¬ 
backer Darius Leonard. 

Described by some as a “gen¬ 
erational running back,” Barkley 
rushed for 1,307 yards and 11 
touchdowns behind a weak New 
York offensive line. He drew 26 Vz 
votes and edged Baker Mayfield. 
The Cleveland quarterback who 
was selected first overall in the 
draft, one spot in front of Barkley, 
earned 21 Vz votes. 

Barkley also made a team-high 
91 receptions for 721 yards, and 
his 2,028 yards from scrimmage 
led the NFL. 

For his work as defensive coor¬ 
dinator of the Chicago Bears, Vic 
Fangio got the head coaching gig 
in Denver. He also won The As¬ 
sociated Press 2018 NFL Assis¬ 
tant Coach of the Year Award on 
Saturday. 
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Missing the points 

No. 23 NC State sets new mark for 

offensive futility » college hoops, Page 27 


PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME 


Colorful class 

First-time nominees Gonzalez, 
Reed and Bailey headed to 
Canton with Law, Mawae 



By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA 

F or towering tight end Tony Gonzalez, this was a slam 
dunk. 

The 6-foot-5 Gonzalez, who turned the celebratory 
post-TD dunk over the crossbar into an art form, was 
voted into the Hall of Fame on Saturday. 

Joining him will be two more first-time nominees. Champ 
Bailey and Ed Reed, along with another defensive back, Ty Law, 
and center Kevin Mawae; Law and Mawae were both in their 
third year as finalists. 

The contributor nominees. Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and 
Cowboys and NFL executive Gil Brandt, each made it, as did 
senior nominee Johnny Robinson, the defensive back who 
helped the Chiefs win Super Bowl 4. 

SEE CLASS ON PAGE 30 
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The 2019 Pro Football Hall of Fame 
class, from top: TE Tony Gonzalez; 
CB Champ Bailey; CB Ty Law; safety 
Ed Reed; and center Kevin Mawae. 
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